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B EHOLD, fir, an humble American 
planter, a Ample cultivator of the earth, 
addrefiing you from the farther fide of the 
Atlantic ; and prefuming to fix your name 
at the head of his trifling lucubration?. I 
(wifli they were worthy of fo great an hu* 
jnour. Yet why (houid not I be permitted 
I to difclofe thofe fentiments which I have 
fo often felt from my heart ? A few years 
lince, I met accidentally with your political 
and philofophical Lift ary, and penned it 
with infinite pleafurc. For the firfii time in 
my life, 1 reflected on the relative (late of 
I nations, T traced the extended ramificv.t'or.s 
Jof a commerce which ought to unite, but 
now convulJtes the world j I sK-muro: mac 
univerfal benevolence, that diifiuuve good 
[will, which is not confined to tuc i;..rrow 
[limits of your own country ; out, on enc cc>; 
Itrary, extends to the whole human rat?. Ac 
an eloquent and -powerful advocate, you 
have pleaded the caufe of humanity, in ef- 
poufing that of che poor Africans : you view¬ 
ed thefe provinces of North America in 
[•heir true light, as the afylum cf freedom— 
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as the cradle of future nations, and thereof 
fuge of dillreSTed Europeans. Why, then, / 
Should I refrain from loving and refpe&ing a 
man, whofe writings I fo much admire ? 
Tliefc two fentimeuts are infeparable, at 
leaf! in my bread. I conceived your genius 
to be prefent at the head of my Study : under 
its invincible, but powerful guidance, I pro¬ 
secuted my fmall labours : and now, permit 
me to fanftify them under the aufpiccs of 
your name. Let the fincerity of the motives 
which urge me, prevent you from thinking 
that this well-meant addrefs contains aught 
but the pured tribute of reverence and af* 
fe£tion. There is, no doubt, a fccret com¬ 
munion among good men throughout the 
world—a mental affinity connecting them by 
afimilitude of Sentiments : then why, though 
an American, fhould not I be permitted to 
Share in that extenfive intellectual confan-| 
guinitv ? Yes, I do : and though the namd 
of a man who poSTeSTes neither titles norj 
places, who never rofe above trie humble! 
rank of a farmer, may appear insignificant ; 
vrt, as the fentiments I have expreifed, are 
al‘b the echo of thofe of my countrymen ;! 
oil rheir behalf, as well as on my own, givej 
me leave to fubferibe myfelf, ' 

Sir, 

Your verv fincere admirer, 

Carline in J. HECTOR ST. JOHNj 
PennJ'jlvartia. 



Jdvertifenmt to the firfi London edition t 


, 'T'* H E following letters are the genuind 
X production of the American farmer 
whofe name they bear. They were privately 
written to gratify the curiofity of a friend ; 
and are made public, becaufe they contain 
much authentic information, little known 
on this fide the Atlantic : they cannot there¬ 
fore fail of being highly interefting to the 
people of England, at a time when every 
body’s attention is directed toward the affairs 
of America. 

That thefe letters are the aCtual refult of 
a private correfpondence, may fairly be in¬ 
ferred (exclufive of other evidence) from 
the ftyle and manner in which they are con¬ 
ceived ; for though plain and familiar, and 
fometimes animated, they are by no means 
exempt from fuch inaccuracies as muff un¬ 
avoidably occur in the rapid effufions of a 
confefledly inexperienced writer. 

Our farmer had long been an eye-witnefs 
of tranfaCtions that have deformed the face 
of America : he is one of thole, who dread¬ 
ed, and has feverely felt, the defolating 
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confcquences of a rupture between the parent 
hate and her colonies : for he has been dri¬ 
ven from a lituation, the enjoyments of 
which, the reader will find pathetically de- 
Icri'oed in the early letters of this volume. 
The unhappy conteft is at length, however, 
drawing toward a period ; and it is now only 
left us to hope, that the obvious interefts and 
mutual wants of both countries, may in due 
time, and in fpite of all cbftacles, happily re¬ 
unite them. 
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LETTER I. 


INTRODUCTION. 


\yS7EO would have thought, that becanfe I re- 
VV ce j vec lyou with hofpitality and kindnefs, you 
Ihould imagiie me capable of writing with propri¬ 
ety and perfpicuity ? Your gratitude millcads your 
judgment. 1 he knowledge, which I acquired from 
your converlation, has amply repaid me for your 
five weeks entertainment. I gave you nothing more 
than what common hofpitality dictated ; but could 
any other gueft have inlirufled me as ytu did? You 
conduced me, on the map, from or.e European 
country to another ; told me many extraordinary 
things of our famed mother country, of which I 
knew very little ; of its internal navigation, 
agriculture, arts, manufactures, and trade : you 
guided me through an extenfive mat e, and I" a- 
bundantly profited by the journey ; the contrail 
therefore proves the debt of gratitude to be on my 
fide. 1 he treatment you received at my houfe pro¬ 
ceeded from the warmth of my heart, and Iron* 
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the correfponding feniibiiity of my wife ; what yon 
how defire, mult f.ov. from a very limitcdpov.tr 
of mind : the talk requiresrecoilection, and a variety 
of talents, width i do not poUcls. It is true 1 can de- 
fertbe our American modes of farming, our manners, 
and peculiar cuftoms, w ith iome degree of proprie¬ 
ty ; becaufe I have ever attentively ftudied them ; 
but my knowledge extends no farther. And is thi* 
local and unadorned information fufficient to an- 
fwer all your expectations, and to fatisfy your cn- 
riofity? I am furprifed that in the courle of your 
American travels, you ILould not have found out 
perfons more enlightened and better educated than 
I am; your predilection excites my wonder much 
more than my vanity; my 11'are of the latter being 
confined merely to the nealnels of my rural opera-; 

My father left me a few inufty books, v.lifih lis 
father brought from England with h.m ; but what 
help can 1 draw from a library confifting mrflly of 
Scotch divinity, the navigation of fir Francis Drake, 
the hifiory of queen Elizabeth, and a few mifcel- 
lar.eous volumes ? Our mimfter often comes to lee 
me, though he lives upwards of twenty miles dif- 
tant. 1 have ft. own him your letter, aiked his ad¬ 
vice, ar.d folicitcd his afiifiar.ee ; he tells me, that 
he hath no time to fpare, for that like the reft of us 
he mull till his farm, and is moreover to ftudy w hat 
he is to fay on the fabbath. My wife (and I never 
do any thing without cor.fulting her) laughs, and 
tells me, that you cannot be in earneft. What ! 
fays fi e, James, wouldlt thee pretend to fend e- 
p ; ftles to a great European man, who hath lived 
abundance cf time in that big houfe called Cam¬ 
bridge ; where, they fay, that worldly learning is fo. 
afro dant, that people gets it only by breathing the 
air of the place > Wouldil not thee be afltamed to 
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s^nte unto a man who has never in his Ffe (lone a 
fiogle day’s v.'crk, no, not even felled a tree ; who 
hath expended the Lord knows bow many years in 
Undying ftars, geometry, ftor.es, and flies, and in 
reading folio books ? Who hath travelled, as he told 
us, to the city of Rome itfelf! Only think of a Lon¬ 
don man going to Rome ! Where is it that thele 
Englifii fo’ks won’t go ? One who hath fecn the 
factory of brimftone at Suvius, and town of Pompey 
under ground ! wouldil thou pretend to letter it 
with aperfon who hath been to Paris, to the Alps, 
to Peterfburg, and who hath feen lb many fine 
things np and down the old countries; who hath 
come over the great lea unto us, and hath jour¬ 
neyed from our New Hamplhire in the call to cur 
Charlefton in the forth ; who hath vi'ltedH ail 
our great cities, knows meft of our famous lawyers 
and cunning folks; who hath converfeJ with very 
many kmg’s men, governors, and counfellors, and 
yet pitches upon thee for his correfpordent, as 
thee calls it ? Surely he means to jeer thee ! I am 
fure he does, he cannot be in real fair enmt-ft. James, 
time mult read th’s letter over again, paragraph by 
paragraph, and war'd;/ oh<r*ve whether thee can'll 
perceive lone words of jefting ; fomething that hath 
more than one meaning: and now I think on it, 
h’liband, I wilh thee wou'dft let me fee his letter ; 
though I am but a woman, as thee mav’ftfay, yet I 
uuJerftand the purport of words in good meafure ; 
for when I was a girl, father fent us to the very 
b ’ft mailer in the precinft. She then read it herfelf 
very attentively : our minifter was prefent, we lift, 
ened to, and weighed every fyllable : we all unani- 
moufly concluded that you muft have been in a fa¬ 
irer earned intention, as my wife calls it; and you r 
requeft appeared to be candid and fincere. '1 hen 
again, on recollecting the difference between yopr 
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fphere o; life and mine, a new fit of aftonilhment 
l'eized us all ! 

Our nfiuifter took the letter from my wife, and 
read it to himfelf; he made us oblerve the twolaft 
phrafes, and we weighed the contents to the befi of 
our abilities. The conclnlion we ail drew, made me 
refolve atlafito write. You fay you want nothing 
of me but what lies within the reach of my expe-- 
rience and knowledge ; this I underftand very well; 
the difficulty is, how to collect, digell, and arrange 
what I know ? Kext you afiert, that writing let¬ 
ters is nothing more than talking on paper ; which, 
I mull confels, appeared to me quite a new thought. 
Well then, obfcrved our ininiller, neighbour James, 
as you can talk well, I am lure you mini: write to¬ 
lerably well alio ; imagine, then, that rnr. F. B. is 
Hill here, and limply write down what you would 
lay to him. cnppoie tiie queliionshe wiil putto you 
in his future letters to be afked by him viva vice, as 
we ul’ed to call it at the college ; then let your an- 
fwers be conceived and exorcised exactly in the 
fame language as if lie was prelent.. This is all that 
he requires from you, and I am fure the talk is not 
difficult. He is your friend : who would be afiiamed 
to write to fuch a perfon ? Although he is a man 
of learning and taiie, yet I am litre he will read 
your letters with plealure : if they be not elegant, 
they will fmell of the woods, and be a little wild ; 
I know your turn, they will contain ibnae matters 
which he never knew before. Some people are la 
fond of novelty, that they will overlook many er¬ 
rors of language for the fake of information. We 
.are all apt to love and admire exotics, though they 
may be often inferior to what we pofi'efs; and that 
is the reafon, I imagine, why lb many perfons are con- 
ti anally going to viiit Italy. That country is the 
daily refort of modern travellers. 
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James. I flionld like to know what is there to be 
feen fo goodly and profitable that fo many fhould 
wifii to vifit no other country ? 

ATtnifler. 1 do riot very well know. I fancy their 
objeftis to trace the veftigesof a once flourilhing peo¬ 
ple now extinft. There they amufe themfelvcs in 
viewing the ruins of temples and other buildings 
which have very little affinity with thofe of the pre- 
fent age, and muft therefore impart a knowledge 
which appears ufelefs and trifling. I have often won¬ 
dered that no Ikilful botanifts or learned men fliould 
come over here ; methinks there would be much 
more real fatisfiftion in obferving among us, the hum¬ 
ble rudiments and embryos of forieties fpreading 
every where, the recent foundation of our towns, 
and the fettlements of fo many rural diftricb. I am 
fare that the rapidity of their growth wou'dbe more 
pleafmg to behold, than the ruins of old towers, 
ufelefs agueduTs, or impending battlements. 

James. What you fay, minifter, feems very true: 
do go on : I always love to hear you talk. 

Minijur. Don’t you think, neighbour James, that 
the mind cf a good and enlightened Englifhman 
would be more improved in remarking throughout 
thefe provinces the caufes which render fo many 
people happy ? In delineating the unnoticed means 
by which we daily increafe the extent of our fet- 
tlemeuls ? How we convert huge forefls into plea- 
ling fields, and exhibit through thefe thirteen pro. 
vinces fo Angular a difpiay of eafy fubftfter.ee and po¬ 
litical felicity ? 

In Italy all the objects of contemplation, all the 
reveries of the traveller, muft have a reference 
to ancient generations, and to very diftant periods, 
clouded with the niift of ages. Here, on the con¬ 
trary, every thing is modern, peaceful, and benign, 
Here we have had r.o war to defolate our lie Ids : 
B 2 
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our religion does not opprefc the cultivators : we are 
lb-angers to thole feudal uiiitui'.ons which have en- 
11 a veil lo many. Mere nature opens her broad lap 
to receive the perpetual acceiilcm of new comers, and 
to iupply them with food. I am lure I cannot be 
called a partial American when 1 lay, that the fpec- 
tacle airerded by thele pleating feenes mull be more 
entertaining, anti more philoi'ophical than that 
which arilesfrom beholdingthe mufty ruins of Rome. 
I.ere every thing would inlpire the reflecting tra¬ 
veller with the molt philanthropic ideas; his ima¬ 
gination, inltead of l'ubmitting to the painful and 
ufelefs retrolpecc of revolutions, defolations, and 
plagues, would, on the contrary, wifely fpring for¬ 
ward to the anticipated fields of future cultivation 
and improvement, to the future extent of thole ge¬ 
nerations which are to replenilh and embellilh this 
boundlefs continent. 1 here the half-ruined amphi¬ 
theatres, and the putrid fevers of the Campania, 
merit fill the mind with the molt melancholy reflex¬ 
ion-:, whiill: he is i'eeking for the origin, and the in¬ 
tention of thole ftruftnres with which he is fur- 
roundeij, and for the caule of fo great a decay. 
Here he might contemplate the very beginnings and 
outlines of human fociety, which can be traced no 
where' now but in this part of the world. The 
reft of the earth, I am told, is in fome places too 
full, in others half depopulated. Mifguided religion, 
tyranny, and abfnrd laws, every where opprefs and 
a.Ticl mankind. Here we have in fome meafure re¬ 
gamed the ancient dignity of our fpecies ; bur laws 
arc li.nple and juft, we are a race of cultivators, 
jow cultivation is unrellralned, and therefore every 
th'n - is profperons arid {louriihing. Tor my part I had 
ra : : r admire the ample barn of one of our opulent 
fa- ”rs, who himfeif filled the lirft tree in hisplan- 
tin,o.i, and was the lirft founder of his fettlement, 
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than ft’.idy the dimenlions of the temple of Ceres. 
I had rather record the progreihve Heps of this 
induilrious farmer, throughout all the Hages of his 
labours and other operations, than examine how 
modern Italian convents can be iupported without 
doing any thing but finging and praying. 

I hr,'. ever confined the held of (peculation might 
be here, the time of Englifh travellers would not 
be wholly loll. The new and unexpected afped of 
our extenlive fettlements; of our fine rivers; that 
great field of adion every where vilible ; that eafe, 
that peace, with which fo many people live toge¬ 
ther, would greatly intereft the obl'erver : for what¬ 
ever difficulties there "light happen in the object of 
their refearchcs, that hofpitality which prevails 
from one end of the continent to the other, would 
in all parts facilitate their excurhons. As it is 
from the furface of the ground which we till, that 
we have gathered the w ealth we pofiels, the fur- 
face of that ground is therefore the only thing 
that has hitherto been known. It will require the 
induflry of fubfequent ages, the energy of future 
generations, ere mankind here will have leifure and 
abilities to penetrate deep, ar.d, in the bowels of 
this continent, fcarch for the fubterranean riches it 
no doubt contains—"Neighbour James, v.e want 
much the affiftance of men of leifure and know¬ 
ledge : we want eminent chemifis to inform our 
iron mailers ; to teach us how to make and prepare 
moll of the colours we life. ' ere we have none 
equal to this talk. If any ufeful difeoveries are 
therefore made among us, they are the deeds of 
chance, or elfe arife from that reitlef: indi llry 
which is the principal charafteriltic of thefe colo¬ 
nies. 

jaims. Oh! could I cxpr< r s m; fd! a; you do, 
my friend, I Ihould not balance a ungte u.itant; I 
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fliould rather be anxious to commence a co:refpoa ? 
deuce which would do me credit. 

You can write full as well as you need, 
and will improve very fad:; trail: to m/ prophecy : your 
letters, at lead, will have the merit of coming, 
from the edge of the great wildernefs, three hun¬ 
dred miles from the lea, and three thoufand miles 
over that fea : this will be no detriment to them, 
take my word for it. You intend one of your chil¬ 
dren for the gowm, who knows but mr. F. B. 
may give you fome adidance when the lad comes t« 
have concerns with the bifliop ; it is good for Ame¬ 
rican farmers to have friends even in England. 
What he requires of you is but limple—what we 
fpeak out among ourfelves, we cal! convention ; and 
a letter is only converfation put down in black and 
white. 

James. You quite perfuade me—if he laughs at 
my aukwardnefs, furely he will be plealed with my 
ready compliance. On my part, it will be well meant, 
.let the execution be what it may. I will write 
enough, and fo let him have the trouble of lift¬ 
ing the good from the bad, the ufeful from the 
trifling; let him feled what he may want, and re¬ 
ject what may not anfwer his purpofe. After all, 
it is but treating mr. F. B. now that he is in Lon¬ 
don, as I treated him when he was in America un¬ 
der this roof; that is, with the bed things I had ; 
given with a good intention ; and the bed manner 
I was able. Very different, James, very different 
indeed, Laid ny wife. I like not thy companion; 
our l'm ill home and cellar, our orchard and garden 
afforded what he wanted ; one half of his time, mr. 
F- B. poor man, lived upon nothing but fruit-pies, 
or peacb.es and milk. Now thefe things were filch 
as God had given us; myfelf and wench did the red j 
we were not the creators of thefe victuals, we 
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enly cooked them as well and as neat as we could. 
The firft thing, James, is to know what fort of 
materials thee htft within thy own fclf, and then 
whether thee cap.it dilh them up—Well, well, wife, 
thee art wrong for once ; if I was filled with world¬ 
ly vanity, thy rebuke would be timely ; but thee 
knoweit that I have but little of that. How lhall I 
kno.v what I am capable of till I try? Iladft thee 
never employed thyfelf in thy fatlrr’s houi'e to 
learn and to practil’e the many branches of houfe- 
keepiug that thy parents were famous for, thee 
would;! have made but a lorry wilt lor an Ameri¬ 
can fanner ; thee never fnoukilt have been mint. I 
married thee not for what thee hudft, but for what 
thee kneweft; doll not thee obferve what n.r. F. 
B. lays befide ? he tells me, that the art of writing 
is juft like unto every other art of man ; that it is ac¬ 
quired by habit, and by perfeverance. k hat is iin- 
gnlarly true, faid our minifter, he that .ball w rite 
a letter every day of the week, will on Saturday 
perceive the truth flowing from his pen much more 
readily than the lirft. I obi'erved when l firll en¬ 
tered into the miniftry, and began to preach the 
word,'! felt perplexed and dry, my mind was like 
unto a parched foil, which produced nothing, not 
even weeds. By the bleiungW’f heaven, and my 
perfeverance in lludy, I grew richer in thoughts, 
pbrafes, and words; I felt copious, and now 1 ..an 
abundantly preach from any text that occurs to my 
mind. So will it be with you, neighbour James; ne- 
gin therefore without delay; and u;r. F. B.’s let¬ 
ters may be of great fervice to you : he will, no 
doubt, inform you of many tilings : correfpondence 
conlilh in reciprocal letters, t.eave oft" _• or.r diffi¬ 
dence, and I will do my bill to help \ou v heuever 
I have any leifure. Well then, I am rcfolvcd, ’ faid, 
ft) follow your counfel j my letters lhall not be tent. 
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nor will I receive any, without rending them t*^ 
you and my wife ; women are curious; they love to 
l.now their hutband’s fecrets; it will not be the ■ 
frft tiling which I have fubmitted to your joint opi- ■ 
n ous. Whenever you come to dine with us, thel'e 
ffisR be the laft dilh on the table. Nor will they be 
the mod unpalatable, anfwered the good man. Na¬ 
ture hath given you a tolerable lhare of fenfe, and 
that is cne°of her beft gifts, let me tell you. She 
has given you, belides, tome perfpicuity, which qua- 
lifirs.you to d llinguith interefting objefts; a warmth 
of imagination, which enables you to think with 
qnicknefs; you often extract ttfe-ul reflexions from 
objefts which prefented none to my mind : you have , 
a tender and a well-meaning heart, you love oe- i 
ferintion, and your pencil, alfure yonrielf, is not a 
bad one for the pencil of a farmer; it feens to be 
held without any labour; your mind is what we 
■called at Yale college, a Tabul.i ml;, where fponta- ^ 
neons and ftrong imnrefiions ;.re delineated with 
facility. Ah, neighbour ! had you received but half 
the education of mr. F. B. you had been a worthy 
correfpondent indeed. B it perhaps you vvill be a 
more entertaining one dreffld in your ii-nple Ameri¬ 
can garb, than if you were clad in all the gov. 11s 
of Cambridge. You vvill appear to him fomerhing 
I ke one of our wild American plants, irregularly 
luxuriant in its various branches, which an European 
fcholar may probably think ill placed and uiclefs. if 
our foil is not remarkable as yet for the excellence of 
its i'mits, this exuberance is however a ftrong proof 
of fertility, which wants nothing but the progrel- 
li/e knowledge acquired by time, to amend and to 
c x't-e if. It is ealier to retrench than it is to add : I 
do 10c mean to flutter you, neighbour James ; adu¬ 
lt ;i n vvould ill become my character; you may, 
therefore, believe what your pallor fays. Were I 
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n Europe, I ffiould be tired with perpetually feeing 
■fpuliers, plafned hedges, and trees dv.fried into 
lignites. Do let mr. I- B. fee on paper, a few An.e. 
cican wild cherry trees, inch as nature forms them 
here, in all her unconfined vigour, in all the ampli, 
tude of their extended limbs, and fpreading ramifi¬ 
cations—let him fee that we are polMed of Hrong 
vegitative embryos. After all, why Ihould not a 
farmer be allow ed to make ufe of his mental facul- 
ies as well as others ? becaufe a man works, is not 
te to think, and if he thinks ufefully, why ihould 
lot he in his leifure hours fet down his thoi ghts ? 

I have compofed many a good fermon as 1 fol. 
lowed my plough. 1 he eyes not being then en¬ 
gaged on any particular object, leave the mind free 
for the introduction of n any ufefnl ideas. It is not 
jn the noify (hop of a blacklrnith or cf a carpenter, 
that thefe fludious moments can be enjoyed ; it is as 
we (ilently till the ground, and mule along the 
f doriferous furrows of our low lands, uninterrupted 
either by Hones or Humps; it is there that the 
falubrious efiiuvia of the earth animate cur 
fpirits and ferve to infpire us; every other avo¬ 
cation of our farms is levere labour, compared 
to this pleaiing occupation : of all the talks u Inch 
mine impofes on me, ploughing is the molt agree a- 
ble, becaufe I can think as 1 v oi k ; my mind is at 
leifure; my labour flows from iuflinct, as well as 
that of my horfes ; there is no kind of difference be¬ 
tween us in our different (bares of that operation ; one 
of them keeps the furrow, the other a vo ch it; at the 
end of my field they turn cither to the r ght or to 
the left as they are bid, whilff I though tic f-ly bold 
and guide the plough to which they are harr.cfAd. 
Do therefore, neighbour, begin this correfpondence, 
and rerfevere; difficulties will vanilli in proportion 
9 $ you dr?w near them; you’ll be furprilcd at.youp- 
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felf by and by : when you come to lock back, you’ll 
fay, as 1 have often laid to uyi'eif, had i been dolt- 
dent I had never proceeded tints far. Vv ou!d you 
painfully till your ltony up-land and neglect the hue 
rich bottom which lies hc-iore your door ! Fad you 
never tried, you never had learned hew to mend and 
make your ploughs. It will be no l’mall pleafurc to 
your children to tell hereafter, that their father 
was not only one of the molt induftrious farmers in 
the country, but one of the belt writers. When 
you have once begun, do ’as when you begin 
breaking up your 1'ummer fallow, you never conli- 
der what remains to be done; you view only what 
you have ploughed. Therefore, neighbour James, 
take my advice : it will go .. ell with you, I am lure 

it will.-And do you really think lb, fir ? \ our 

counlel, w inch I have long followed, weighs much 
with me. f verily believe that I mutt write to mr. 

F- B. by the l.rlt veffe!-if thee periiltett in being 

filch a foolhardy man, faid my wife, for God’s lake 
let it be kept a lecret among us; it it were once 
known abroad that thee writeti to a great and r ch 
man over at London, there would be no end cf the 
talk of the people; fome would vow that thee art 
going to turn an author ; others would prt lend to 
foreiee fome great alterations in the welfare of ihy 
family ; fome would fay this, fome would lev that ■ 
w'bo would willi to become the fufcjcct of public 
talk? Weigh this matter well before th: e ia- ,n- 
nell, James—conlider that a great deal of thy 
time, and of thy reputation is at flake, I may lav. 
Wert thee to write as well as friend Edmund, 
whole fpeeches I often fee m our waiters, it vo'ml 
be the very felf-fame thing ; thee wouldif be equally 
atrufed of idlenefs, and vain nov o is not oemtuMt iiiv 
condition. Our colonel would 1 e often coming I t re 
to know what it is that thee emu! .write fo much 
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about. Some would imagine that thee wantcft to be¬ 
come either art alfembly man, or a magiftrate, w hich 
God forbid; and that thee art telling the king’s 
met. abundance of things. Inftead of being well 
looked upon as now, and living in peace with all 
the world, our neighbours would be making ftrangc 
furmifes : I had rather be as we are, neither better 
nor worfe than the reft of our country foiks. Thee 
knoweft what I mean, though I iliould be forry to 
deprive thee of any honeft recreation. Therefore, 
as I have fatd before, let it be as great a fecret as 
if it was fome heinous crime; the minifter, I am 
fure, will not divulge it; as for my part, though I 
am a woman, yet I know what it is to be a wife. 
—-I would not have thee, James, pafs for what the 
world calleth a writer; no, not for a peck of gold, 
as the laying is. Thy father before thee was a plain¬ 
dealing, honeft man, punctual in all things; he 
was one of yea and nay, of few words; all he minded 
was his farm and his work. I wonder from whence 
thee haft got this love of the pen ? Ead he fpent 
his time in fending epiftles to and fro, he never 
would have left thee this goodly plantation, free 
from debt. All I fay is in good meaning; great 
people over fea may write to our town’s folks, 
becaufe they have nothing elfe to do. Thefe En- 
gliihmen are ftrange people; becaufe they can live 
upon what they call bank notes, without working, they 
think that all the world can do the fame. This goodly 
country never would have been tilled and cleared 
w'ith thefe notes. 1 am fure when mr- F. B. was 
here, he faw thee fweat and take abundance of 
pains ; he often told me how the Americans work¬ 
ed a great deal harder than the home Englilhmen ; 
for there, he told us, that they have no trees to 
cut down, no fences to make, no negroes to buy 
and to clothe : and now I think on it, when wilt 
C 
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thee fend hint thofe trees he befpoke ? But if they 
have no trees to cut down, they have gold in abun¬ 
dance, they lay; for they rake it and fcrape it 
from all parts far and near. I have often heard my 
grand-father tell how they live there by writing. 
By writing they fend this cargo unto us, that to the 
Weft, and the other to the Eall: Indies. But, James, 
thee knoweft that it is not by writing that we ftiall 
pay the blackfrnith, the minifter, the weaver, the 
tailor, and the Englilh fhop.- But as thee art an 
early man, follow thine own inclinations; thee 
wanteft fome reft, I am fure, and why ILould’ft thee 
not employ it as it may feem meet unto thee?— 
However let it be a great fecret; how wouldft thee 
bear to be called at our country meetings, the man 
pf the pen? If this fchsme of thine was once 
known, travellers as they go along would point out 
to our houfe, faying, .here liveth the fcribbling 
farmer : better hear them as ufual obferve, here 
liveth the warm fubftar.tial family, that never be- 
grudgeth a meal of viftuals, or a mefs of oats, to 
any one that fteps in, Look how fat and well dad 
their negroes are. 

Thus, fir, have I given you an unaffected and 
candid detail of the convcrfation which determined 
me to accept of ycur invitation. I thought it ne- 
ccffary thus to begin, and to let you into thefe pri¬ 
mary fecrets, to the end that you may not hereaf¬ 
ter reproach me with any degree of prefumption. 
You’ll plainly fee the motives which have induced 
me to begin, the fears which I have entertained, 
and the principles on which my diffidence hath 
been founded. I have now nothing to do but to pro- 
fecute my talk—remember, you are to give me my 
fubjefts, and on no other ftiall I write, left you 
fhould blame me for an injudicious choice—Howe¬ 
ver incorrect my ftile, however unexpert my me- 
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thods, however trifling my obfervations may here¬ 
after appear to you, allure yourfelf they will all be 
the genuine dictates of my mind, and I hope will 
prove acceptable on that account. Remember that 
you have laid the foundation of this correfpor.dencc ; 
you well know that I am neither a philofophcr, po¬ 
litician, divine, nor naturalift, but a Ample farmer. 
I flatter myfelf, therefore, that you’ll receive my 
letters as conceived, not according to fcientiiic rules, 
to which I am a perfect ftranger, but agreeable to 
the fpontaneous impreilions which each fuLject may 
infpire. This is the only line I am able to follow, 
the line which nature has herfelf traced for me ; 
this was the covenant which I made w ith you, and 
with which you feemed to he well pleufcd. Rad yen 
wanted the ftile of the learned, the reflexions cf 
the patriot, the difeuflions of the politician, the cu¬ 
rious obfervations of the naturaliil, the pleafmg garb 
of the man of tafte, l’urely you would have applied 
to fome of thofe men of letters with which our ci¬ 
ties abound. But fince on the contrary, and for 
what reafon I know not, you w’ifli to correfpond 
with a cultivator of the earth, with a Ample citizen, 
you muft receive my letters for better or worl’e. 


LETTER II. 

Cn the fituatkn, feelings, and pleafures of an Arne - 

A S you are the firft enlightened European I 
have ever had the pleal'ure of being .acquaint¬ 
ed with, you will not be fnrprifed that I fliculd, 
according to your earned: defire and my promile, 
appear anxious of preferving your friend/;,ip and 
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correfpondencc. By your accounts, I obferve a nra- 
terial difference lublifls between your hulbandry, 
modes, and endows, and ours; every thing is local; 
could ve enjoy the advantages of the Englilh farm¬ 
er, we fhouid be much happier, indeed ; but- this 
v. im, like many others, implies a contradiction; and 
could the Ergliui farmers have fonte of thofe pri¬ 
vileges we pofiefs, they would be the lirll of their 
<■1: fs in the world. Good and evil, I fee, are to be 
found in all focicties, and it is in vain to feek for 
;.;:y jpot where thofe ingredients are not mixed. I 
therefore reft fatisiied, and thank God that my lot 
is to be an American farmer, inflead of a Ruffian 
boor, or an Hungarian peafant. I thank you kindly 
far the idea, however dreadful, which you have 
given me of their lot and condition ; your obferva- 
tions have confirmed mein the juftnefs of my ideas, 
and I am happier now than I thought myfelf be? 
fore. It is ftrange that mifery, when viewed in 
others, fhouid become to us a fort of real good, 
though I am far from rejoicing to hear that there 
are in the the world, men fo thoroughly wretched; 
they are no doubt as harmlefs, induflrious, and wil¬ 
ling to work as we are. Hard is their fate, to be 
thus condemned to a flavery worfe than that of our 
negroes. Yet when young, I entertained' fome 
thoughts of felling my farm. 1 thought it afforded 
but a dull repetition of the fame labours and plea- 
j’ure. I thought the former tedious and heavy, the 
latter few and infipid ; but -when I came to confi- 
der myfelf as diverted of my farm, I then found the 
world fo wide, and every place fo full, that I be¬ 
gan to fear left there would be no room for me. 
My farm, my houfe, my barn, prefented to my 
imagination, objects front which I adduced quite 
new ideas; they were more forcible than before. 
Why fhouid not I find myfelf happy, faid I, where 
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my rather was before ? He left me no good books, 
it is true ; he gave me no other education than the 
art of reading and writing; but he left me ;t 
good farm, and his experience ; he left me free 
from' debts, and no kind of difficulties to ftnigp-le 
with. I married, and this perfectly reconciled me 
to my lituation; my wife rendered my houfe 
all at once chenrfnl and plealing : it no longer ap¬ 
peared gloomy and folitary as before ; when I went 
to work in my fields, I worked with more alacrity 
and fprightlincfs; I felt that I did not work for myfelf 
alone, and this encouraged me much. My wife 
would often come with her knitting in her hand, 
anil fit under the lhady trees, praising the ftraight- 
nefs of my furrows, and the docility of my horfes; 
this fwelled my heart, and made every thing light 
and pleafant, and I regretted that I had not mar¬ 
ried before. I felt myl'elf happy in my new litua¬ 
tion ; and where is that lituation which can confer 
a more fubftantial fyftem of felicity, than that of an 
American farmer, poilefling freedom of action, free¬ 
dom of thoughts, rule;' by a mode of government 
which requires but little from us ? I owe nothing, 
but a pepper corn to my country, a fmall tribute to 
government, with loyalty and due refpect; I know no 
other landlord, than the Lord of all land, to whom 
I owe the moll fincere gratitude. My father left 
me three hundred and feventy-one acres cf land, 
forty-feven of which are good timothy meadow, an 
excellent orchard, a good houfe, and a fubftantial 
barn. "It is my duty to think how happy I am, that 
he lived to build and to pay for all thefe improve¬ 
ments ; what are the labours which I have to un¬ 
dergo, what are my fatigues when compared ta 
his, who had every thing do, from the firft tree he 
felled, to the iinifiling of his houfe ? Every year I 
kill from 1,500 to 2,000 weight of pork, 1,200 of 
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beef, half a dozen of good 'wethers in harvefl: of 
fowls my wife has always a great flock : what can I 
vifh more ? My negroes are tolerably faithful and 
healthy ; by a long feries of induftry and honefi: 
dealings, nty father left behind him the name of a 
good wan ; I have but to tread his paths to be 
happy and a good man like him. 1 know enough of 
the law to regulate my little concerns with proprie¬ 
ty, nor do I dread its power ; thefe are the grand 
outlines of my lituation, but as I can feel much more 
than I am able to exprefs, I hardly know how to 
proceed. When my firft foil was born, the whole 
train of my ideas were fnddenly altered ; never was 
there a charm that aefled fo quickly and powerfully; 

I ceafed to ramble in imagination through the wide 
world ; my excurfions frnce have not exceeded the 
bounds of my farm, and all my principal pleafures 
are now centered within its fcanty limits : but, at 
the fame tine, there is not an operation belonging 
to it, in which I do not find fomc food for ufeful 
reflexions. This is the reafon, I fuppofe, that when 
you was here, you ufed, in your refined ftile, to de¬ 
nominate me the farmer of feelings; how rude rnuft 
thofe feelings he in him who daily holds the axe or 
the plough ! how much more refined on the contrary 
thofe of the European, whofe mind is improved by 
education, example, books, and by every acquired 
advantage ! Thofe feelings, however, I will deline¬ 
ate as well as I can, agreeably to your earneft re- 
quefl. When I contemplate my wife, by my fire- 
fide, while fhe either (pint, knits, darns, or fuckles 
our child, I cannot deferibe the various emotions 
of hive, of gratitude, of confcious pride, which thrill 
in my heart, and often overflow in involuntary tears. 
I feel the neceffity, the fweet pleafure of acting my 
part, the part of an hnfband and father, with an at¬ 
tention and propriety which may entitle me to my 
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good fortune. It is true thefe pleafmg images vanifli 
with the fmoke of my pipe ; but though they dilap. 
pear from my mind, the impreffion they have made 
on my heart is indelible. When I play with the in¬ 
fant, my warm imagination runs forward, and ea¬ 
gerly anticipates his future temper and 'onllitution. 
I would willingly open the book of fate, and 
know in which page his deftiny is delineated ; alas! 
where is the father who in thole moments of pa¬ 
ternal extaev, can delineate one half of the thoughts 
which dilate his heart ? I am fure I cannot; then 
again I fear for the health of thole who are become fo 
dear to me, and in theirfickr.elleslfeverdypay for the 
joys I experienced while they were well. Whenever 
I go abroad, it is always involuntarily. I never return 
home without feeling fome ploafirg emotion, which 
I often fupprefs as ufelels and foolifn. The inftant I 
enter on my own land, the bright idea of property, 
of exclufive right, of independence, exalts my mind. 
Precious foil, I fay to myfe’f, by what lingular cuf- 
tom of law is it, that thou waft made to con'lltute 
the riches of the freeholder? Whit fhould we 
American fanners be, without the ddlincl poffeiilon 
of that foil ? It feeds, it clothes us; from it we draw 
even a great exuberancy, our bell meat, our richeft 
drink, the very honey of our bees tomes from this 
privileged fpot. No wonder we Ihould thus cherifli 
its poffedion, no wonder that fo many Knropeans 
who have never been able to fay, that futh portion 
of land was theirs, crofs the Atlantic to realize 
that happinefs. This formerly rude foil has been 
converted by my father into a plealant farm, and in 
return it has eftabliilied all onr rights; on it is found¬ 
ed our rank, our freedom, our power as citizens, 
our importance, as inhabitants of luch a diftrift. 
Thefe images, I muft confefs, I always behold with 
pleafure, and extend them as far as my imagination 
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tan reach: for this is what m-- ' e called the true-, 
and the or.lv nhilofophy of an American farmer. 
Pray do not laugh in thus feeing an artlels country¬ 
man tracing lu.nfelf through the Ample modifica¬ 
tions of his life ; remember that you have required 
it; therefore with candour, though with diffidence, 
I endeavour to follow the thread of my feelings; 
but i cannot tell you all. Often when I plough my 
low ground, i place my little boy on a chair, which 
fcrews to the beam of the plough—its motion, and 
that of the horles pleafe him; he is perfectly happy, 
and begins to chat. As I lean over the handle, vari¬ 
ous are the thoughts which croud into my mind. I 
am now doing for him, I fay, what my father for. 
meriy cud for me ; may God enable him to live, that 
tie may perform tue lame operations, for the fame 
purpofes, when I am worn out and old ! I relieve 
his mother of fome trouble, while I have him with 
me ; the odoriferous furrow exhilerates his fpirits, 
and feems to do the child a great deal of good, 
for he looks more blooming fince I have adopted 
that practice ; can more pleafure, more . dignity be 
added to that primary occupation ? The farher thus 
ploughing with his child, and to feed his family, is 
inferior only, to the emperor, of China, ploughing 
as an example to his kingdom. In the evening when 
I return home through my low grounds, I am afto- 
nilhed at the myriads of infects which I perceive 
dancing in the beams of the fetting fun. I was be¬ 
fore fcarcely acquainted with their exiftence ; they 
are fo funli that it is difficult to diftinguiih them : 
they are carefully improving this ihon evening fpace, 
not daring to expofe tliemielves to the blaze of our 
meridian fun. I never fee an egg brought on my 
table, but I feel penetrated with the wonderful 
change, it would have undergone, but for my glut¬ 
tony ; it might have been a gentle, uiefol hen, lead. 
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.ig her chickens with a care and vigilance, which 
peak lhame to man, .‘.'omen. A cock perhaps, ar- 
ayed with the moil majcllie plumes, tender to its 
mate, bold, courageous, endowed with an aftonilhing 
inltindl, with thoughts, with memory, and every 
diftinguifhing charadteriftic of the reafon of man. I 
never lee my -trees drop their leaves and their fruit 
in the autumn, and bud again in the fpring, without 
wonder. The l'agacity of thofe animals, v hich have 
long been the tenants of my farm, aftoniihes me : 
Tome of them feem to fin-pals even men in 
memory and fagacitv. I could tell von lingular 
inftances of that kind. What then is this inftinct 
which we fo debale, and of which we are 
taught to entertain fo diminutive an idea ? My 
bees, above any other tenants of my farm, nt- 
tracl my attention and rel’pecl. I am aftonillted to 
fee, that nothing exiils hut what has its enemy ; 
one fpecies purfues and lives upon the other : un¬ 
fortunately our kingbirds are the deftroyers of thofe 
iiiduftrious infers; but, on the other hand, thefe 
birds preferve our fields from the depredation of 
crows, which they purfue on the wing with great 
vigilance and aftonilhing dexterity. Thus divided by- 
two interefted motives, I have long refilled the de¬ 
lire I had to kill them, until laft year, when I 
thought they increafed too much, and my indulgence 
had been carried too far; it was at the time of 
fwarming when they all came, and fixed themfelves 
on the neighbouring trees, from whence they catch- 
ed thofe that returned loaded from the fields. This 
made me refolve to kill as many as I could ; and I 
was juft ready to fire, when a bunch of bees as big 
as my fill, ilfued from one of the hives, milled on 
one of the birds, and probably flung him, for he in- 
ftantly fereamed, and flew, not as before, in an irre¬ 
gular manner, but in a diredt line. He was followed 
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by the fame bold phalanx, at a confiderable diftance, 
which, unfortunately becoming too fure of victory, 
quitted their military array and difbanded them- 
felves. By this inconsiderate feep they loft all that 
aggregate of force, which had made the bird fly off. 
Perceiving their diforder, he immediately returned 
and flapped as many as he wanted; nay, he had 
even the impudence to alight on the very twig from 
which the bees had drove him. I killed him and im¬ 
mediately ooeiied bis craw, from which I took one 
hundred and feventy-cce bees; I -aid them all on 
a blanket in the fun, end to my great fnrpiife, fifty- 
four returned to life, licked themfelves clean, and 
joyfully went back to the hive ; where they proba- ; 
bly informed their companions of fuch an adventure- 
and efcape, ns I believe had never happened befc .v-, 
to Ai f n b e 

I draw a great fund of pleafure from the quails 
which inhabit my farm. They abundantly repay 
me, by tneir various notes and peculiar tameucis, 
for the inviolable hofpitality I conftantly fliow ther 
in' the winter. Inftead of perfidioufly taking advar 
tage of their great and affecting diitrefs, when na 
ture offers nothing but a barren univerfal bed o' 
fnow, when itrsfiftable neceffity forces them to m’ 
barn doors, I permit them to feed unmolefted ; and 
it is not the leal! agreeable fpeftacle which tha 
dreary feafon prefents, when I fee thofe beautifi. 
birds, tamed by hunger, intermingling with all my 
cattle and flieep, feeking in fecurity for the poor fcan- 
ty grain which but for them would be ufelefs and 
loft. Often in the angles of the fences where the mo¬ 
tion of the wind prevents the fnow from fettling, I 
carry them both chaff and grain ; the one to feed 
them, the other to prevent their tender feet from 
freezing fall to the earth, as I have frequently ob- 
Terved them to do. I do not know an inftance in 
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which the lingular barbarity of man is fo ftrongly 
delineated, as in the catching and murdering* tl.ofe 
harmlefs birds, at that cruel !ea!on of the year, h r. 
*»**, one of the moft famous and extrao;dinary 
farmers that has ever done honour to the ovine: 
of Connecticut, by his timely and humane alidiance 
in a hard winter, faved thislpecies from being en¬ 
tirely deftroyed. They perilled all over the coun¬ 
try ; none of their delightful whiftihigs were heard 
the next luring, but upon this gentleman’s farm ; 
and to It’s humanity we owe the continuation of 
their snuiic. 

When tiie feverities of that fesfon have ciilpirit- 
ed ail ivy cattle, no fanne- ever attends them with 
■j ore plcafure than I do; it is one of thole duties 
: hich is fweetened with the molt rational iatis- 
» flion. ii a-itufe- ntyfelf in beholding their different 
' etnpers, a&ions, and the various efiects of their in- 
ftinfl:, now powerfully impelled by the force of hun¬ 
ger. I trace their various inclinations, and the dif¬ 
ferent effects of their paliions, which are exactiy the 
te as among men; the law is to ns precifeiy what 
•tin in my barn yard, a bridle and check to pre- 
:iit the flrong and greedy, from opprsiftng the ti- 
ld and weak. Confcious of luperiority, they always 
’ivc to encroach on their neighbours ; unlatisiied 
"itn their portion, they eagerly fwallow it, in 
tier to have an opportunity of taking what is giv- 
. ' >to others, except they are prevented. Some I 
.hide ; others, unmindful of my admonitions, receive 
fome blows. Could-victuals thus be given to men 
without the ailiftance of any language, I am fure 
they would not behave better to one another, nor 
more philolophically than my cattle do. 1 he fame 
fpirit prevails in the liable ; but there I have to do 
with more generous animals; there my well known 
voice has immediate influence, and ifoon reftores 






SITUATION, &c. O F A N 


peace and tranquillity. Thus by fuperior knowledge 
I govern all my cattle as wife men are obliged to go¬ 
vern fools and the ignorant. A variety of other 
thoughts croud on my mind at that peculiar inftant, 
but they all vaniib by the time I return home. 

If in a cold night 1 fwiftly travel in my fledge, 
tarried along at the rate of twelve miles an hour, 
many are the reflexions excited by furrounding cir- 
cundtances. I afk rayfelf what fort of an agent is 
that which we call frofl: ? Our minifter compares it 
to needles, the points of which enter our pores. 
What is become of the heat of the fitmmer, in 
what part of the world is it that the N. W. keeps 
thel'e grand magazines of nitre ? when I fee in 
the morning a river over which I can travel, that 
in the evening before was liquid, I am sftoniihed 
indeed! What is become of thofe millions of infects 
which played in our fummer fields, and in our 
evening meadows ; they were fo puny and fo deli¬ 
cate, the period of their exiftence was fo fhort, that 
one cannot help wondering how they could leary, 
in that lhort fpace, the fublime art to hide tfcep- 
felves and their offspring in fo perfe£t a manner las 
to baffle the rigour of the feafon, and preferve 
that precious embryo of life, that fmall portion of 
ethereal heat, which, if once deftroyed, would de- 
ftroy the fpecies! Whence that irreflitiblepropenfity 
to fleep, fo common in all thofe who are feverely 
attacked by the frofl: ? Dreary as this feafon appears, 
yet it has, like all others, its miracles; it prefents to 
man a variety of problems, which he can never re- 
folve ; among the reli, we have here a let of flr.all 
birds, which never appear until the fnow falls; con¬ 
trary to all others, they dwell and appear to de¬ 
light in that element. 

It is my bees, however, which afford me the molt 
plealing and exteniive themes; let me look at them 
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when I will, their government, their induflry, their 
quarrels, their paflions, always prefent me with 
loniething new ; for which rcafon, when weary 
with labour, my common place of relf is under my 
locuft-trees, clofe by my bee-houfe. By their move¬ 
ments I can predict the weather, and can tell the 
day of their fwarming ; but the rnoft difficult point 
is, when on the wing, to know whether they want 
to go to the woods or not. If they have previoufly 
pitched in fome hollow trees, it is not the allure¬ 
ments of fait and water, of fennel, hickory leaves, 
&c. nor the fineft bos, that can induce them to 
ftav ; they will prefer thofc rude, rough habitations 
to the beft polifhed mahogany hive. When that is 
the cafe with mine, I feklom thwart their inclina¬ 
tions; it'is in freedom that they work : were 1 to 
confine them, they would dwindle away, and quit 
their labour. In inch excurlions, we only part for 
a while ; I am generally fure to find them again 
the following fall. This elopement of theirs only 
adds to my recreations ; I know how to deceive 
even their fuperlative inftinft; nor do I fear lcfir.g 
them, though eighteen miles from my houfe, and 
lodged in the moft lofty trees, in the moft impervious 
of our forefts. I once took you along with me in 
one of thefe rambles; and yet you irdift on my re¬ 
peating the detail of our operations: it brings back 
into my mind many of the ufeful and entertaining 
reflexions, with which you fo happily beguiled our 
tedious hours. 

After I have done fowing, by way of recreation, 
I prepare for a week's jaunt in the woods, not to 
hunt either the deer or the bears, as my neighbours 
do, but to catch the more harmlefs bees. 1 cannot 
boaft that this chafe is fo noble, or fo famous among 
men ; but I find it left, fa tiguing, and full as profitable ; 
and the laft confideration is the only one that move s 



SITUATION, Ac. OF AN 


me. I take with me my flog, as a companion, for he 
is nfelefs as to this game ; my gun, for no man 
you know ought to enter the woods without one ; 
my blanket, home provisions, iome wax, vermiliion, 
honey, and a l'mall pocket compafs. With thefe im¬ 
plements I proceed to inch woods as are at a confi. 
derahle diflance from any Settlements. I carefully 
examine whether they abound with large trees; if 
So, I make a Small fire on Some flat ftones, in a con¬ 
venient place ; on the Sire I put Some wax ; clofe by 
this fire, on another ftone, I drop honey in diftinft 
drops, which I Surround with Small quantities of 
vermiliion, laid on the ftone; and then I retire care¬ 
fully to watch whether any bees appear. If there 
are any in that neighbourhood, I reft affured that 
the Smell of the burnt wax will unavoidably attraft 
them; they will Soon find out the honey, for they 
are fond of preying on that which is not their own ; 
and in their approach they will neceffarily tinge 
themfelves with Some particles of vermiliion, which 
will adhere long to their bodies. I next fix my com¬ 
pafs, to find put their courle, which they keep in¬ 
variably ftraight, when they are returning home 
loaded. By the alTiftance of my watch I obferve how 
long thole are returning which are marked with 
vermiliion- Thus pofTeffed of the courfe, and, in fome 
mcafure, of the diftance, which I can eafily guefs 
at, I follow the firft, and feldom fail of coming to 
the tree where thofe republics are lodged. I theii 
mark it; and, thus, with patience, I have found out 
Sometimes eleven Swarms in a feafon; and it is in¬ 
conceivable what a quantity of honey thefe trees 
will Sometimes afford. It entirely depends on the 
Size of the hollow, as the bees never reft nor Swarm 
till it is all replenifhed ; for like men, it is only the 
want of room that induces them to quit the ma¬ 
ternal hive. Next I proceed to feme of the neareft 
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fettlements, where I procure proper affiftance to 
cut down the trees, get ali my prey lecured, and 
then return home with my prize. The firft bees I 
ever procured, were thus found in the woods, by 
mere accident; for at that time I had no kind of lkill in 
this method tracing them, i he body of the tree being 
perfectly found, they had lodged themfelves m the 
hollow of one of its principal limbs, which I care¬ 
fully fav/ed off, and with a good deal of labour and 
induftry, brought it home, where I fixed it up 
again, in the fame petition in which I found it grow¬ 
ing. This was in April; I had five i'warms that 
year; and they have been ever lince very pro (her¬ 
ons. This bufinefs generally takes up a week of 
my time every fall; and to me it is a week of luli- 
tary eafe and relaxation. 

The feed is by that time committed to the ground; 
there is nothing very material to do at home ; and 
this additional quantity of honey, enables me to lie 
more generous to my home bees, and my wife to 
make a due quantity of mead. I he reafon, fir, 
that yon found mine better than that of others, is, 
that Hie puts two gallons of brandy in each barrel, 
which ripens it, and takes off that fweet, lufeious 
tafte, which it is apt to retain a long time- If we 
find any where in the woods (no matter on whofe 
land) what is called a bee-tree, we muft mark it; in 
the fall of the year when we propofe to cut it down, 
our duty is to inform the proprietor of the land, 
who is entitled to half the contents; if this is not 
complied with, we are expofed to an action of tref- 
pafs, as well as he who fhould go and cut down a 
bee-tree, which he had neither found out nor 
marked. 

We have twice a year the pleafure of catching 
pigeons, whofe numbers are fometimes fo aftonifhing 
as to obfeure the fun in their flight. Where is it 
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that they hatch ! for fitch multitudes mull require 
an immenfe quantity cf iood. I fancy they breed to- 
tvard the plains ox Ohio, and thofe about lake Mi¬ 
chigan, v.’hich abound in wild oats; though I have 
never kilted any that had that gi nin in their craws. 
In one of then:, left year, I found lome undigeiled 
rice. Nov.' the nearelt rice fields from where J live, 
mult be at Icaft ^60 miles; and either their digeition 
r.mii: be luiper.ded while they are Hying, or elfe 
they nuift fly with the celerity of the wind. We 
catch them with a net extended on the ground, to 
which they are allured by what we call a tame wild 
pigeon, made blind, and fattened to a long firing; 
his ihort flights, and his repeated calls, never fail to 
bring them down. The greatu number I ever catch- 
ed, was fourteen dozen, though much larger qtian. 
titles have often been trapped. I have frequently 
feen them at the market fo cheap, that for a penny 
you might have as many as you could carry away ; 
and yet from the extreme cheapnefs you mull not 
conclude, that they are but an ordinary food; on 
the contrary, I think they are excellent. Every far¬ 
mer has a tame wile!pigeon in a cage at his door all 
the year round, in order to be ready whenever the 
feafon comes for catching them. 

The pleafure I receive from the tvarblings of 
the birds in the fpring, is fuperior to my poor 
deicription, as the continual fucceffion of their tune¬ 
ful notes, is forever new to me. I generally rife 
from bed about that indiftmft interval, which, 
properly fpeaking, is neither night nor day ; for 
this is the moment of the molt univerfal vocal choir. 
Who can lillen unmoved, to the fweet love tales 
of our robins, told from tree to tree ? or to the 
fhrill cat birds ? The fublime accents of the thrufh 
from on high, always retard my fteps, that I may 
lillen to the delicious mufic. The variegated appear- 
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ances of the dew drops, as they hang to the differ¬ 
ent objefts, nrnft prelent, even to a clownifn ima¬ 
gination, the moft voluptuous ideas. The altonifhing 
art which all birds difplay in the conftruction of 
their nefts, ill provided as we may fuppofe them with 
proper tools, their neatnefs, their convenience, al¬ 
ways make me alhamed of the iloveniinefs of our 
hotiles; their love to their dame, their mediant 
careful attention, and the peculiar fongs they ad- 
drel’s to her, while (lie tedioully incubates their 
eggs, remind me of my duty, could I ever forget 
it. Their affeCtion to their helplefs little ones, is a 
lively precept; and in ihort, the whole economy of 
what we proudly call the brute creation, is admi¬ 
rable in every circumllance ; and vain man, though 
adorned with the aditional gift of reafon, might 
learn from the perfection of inftinct, Low to regu¬ 
late the follies, and how to temper the errors which 
this fecond gift often makes him commit. This 
is a fubjeift, on which I have often beftotved the 
■ moft ferious thoughts ; I have often blunted within 
myl'elf, and been greatly aftoralhed, when I have 
compared the unerring path they ail follow', all juft, 
all proper, all wife, up to the neceflary degree of 
perfection, with the coarfe, the imperfeft fyItems of 
men, not merely as governors and kings, but as mat¬ 
ters, as hulbands, as fathers, as citizens. But this is 
■a fanctuary in which an ignorant farmer muft not 
'prefume to enter. If ever man was permitted to 
receive and enjoy fome blellings that might allevi¬ 
ate the many iorrows to which he is expofed, it 
is certainly in the country, when he attentively con- 
liders thole raviiliing feenes with which he is every 
where furrounded. This is the only time of the 
year in which I am avaricious of every moment, I 
therefore lofe none that can add to this Ample and 
inoffeiftive happinefs. I roam early throughout all 
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my fields; not the leaf! operation do I perform, 
■which is not accompanied with the moft plealing 
o'ofervations; were I to extend them as far as I 
have carried them, I fhould become tedious; you 
would think me guilty of affettation, and I fliould 
perhaps reprefeut many things as pleafurable, from 
which you might not, perhaps, receive the leaft 
agreeable emotions. But, believe me, what I write 
is all true and real. 

Some time ago, as I fat fmoaking a contemplative 
pipe in my piazza, I faw with amazement a remark¬ 
able inftance of felfiihnefs displayed in a very fmall 
bird, which I had hitherto refpefted for its inoiFen- 
fivenefs. Three nefts were placed almofl contigu¬ 
ous to each other in my piazza : that of a fwal- 
low was affixed in the corner next to the houfe ; 
that of a phebe in the other; a wren pofielled 
a little box which I had made on purpoie, and 
hung between. Be not furprifed at their tamenefs ; 
ail mv family had long been taught to refpedt them 
as well as niyfelf. The wren had lit own before ligns 
of diflike to the box which I had given it, but I 
knew not on what account; at lull it refolved, fmall 
as it was, to drive the fwallow from its own habi¬ 
tation, and to my very great furprife it fucceeded. 
Impudence often gets the better of modefty; and 
this exploit was no fooner performed, than it re¬ 
moved every material to its own box with the 
moft admirable dexterity ; the ligns of triumph ap¬ 
peared very vilible; it fluttered its wings with un¬ 
common velocity, ah univerfal joy was perceivable 
in all its movements. Where did this little bird 
learn that fpirit of injuftice ? It was not endowed 
with what we term reafon! Here then is a proof 
that both thofe gifts border very near on one ano¬ 
ther ; for we fee the perfection of the one mixing 
with the errors of the other! The peaceable fvral- 
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low, like the palfive quaker, meekly fat at a fmall 
diftance, and never offered the leaf! reliftance ; but 
no fooner was the plunder carried away, than the 
injured bird went to work with unabated ardour, 
and in a few days the depredations were repaired. 
To prevent, however, a repetition of the fame vio¬ 
lence, I removed the wren’s box to another part of 
the houfe. 

In the middle of my parlpur I have, you may re¬ 
member, a curious republic of induftrious hornets; 
their neft hangs to the ceiling, by the fame twig on 
which it was fo admirably built and contrived in the 
woods. Its removal did not difpleafe them, for they 
find in my houfe plenty of. food : and I have left a 
hole open in one of the panes of the window, which 
anfwers all their purpofes. By this kind ufage they 
are become quite harmlefs; they live on the flies, 
which are very troublefome to us throughout the 
fumnter ; they are conftantly bufy in catching them, 
even on the eyelids of my children. It is furprizing 
how quickly they fmear them with a fort of glue, 
left they might efcape, and when thus prepared, they 
carry them to their nefts, as food for their young 
ones. Thefe globular nefts are molt ingenioufly di¬ 
vided into many itories, all provided with cells, and 
proper communications. The ■ materials with which 
this fabric is built, they procure from die cottony 
furze, with which our oak rails are covered; this 
fubftance, tempered with glue, produces a fort of 
pafteboard, which is very ftrong, and relifts ail the 
inclemencies of the weather. By their affftance, I 
am but little troubled with flies. All my family are 
fo accuftomed to their ftrong buzzing, that no one 
takes any notice of them ; and though they are 
fierce and vindictive, yet kindnefs and hofpitality has 
made them ufeful and harmlefs. 

We have a great variety of wafps; moft of 
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them build their nefts in mud, which they fix againft 
the ihingles of our roofs, as nigh the pitch as they 
can. Thefe aggregates reprefent nothing, at firit 
view, but coari'e and irregular lumps; but if you 
break them, you will obferve, that the infide of them 
contains a great number of oblong cells, in which 
they depoht their eggs, and in which they bury 
themfelves in the fall of the year. Thus immured, 
they fecurely pafs through the feveriry of that fea- 
fon; and on the return of the fun are enabled to 
perforate their cells, and to open themfelves a paf- 
fage from thefe recedes into the funlhine. 

The yellow wafps, which build under ground, in 
our meadows, are much more to be dreaded ; for 
when the mower unwittingly pail'es his fcythe over 
their holes, they immediately Tally forth with a 
fury and velocity fuperior even to the ftrength of 
man. They make the boldeft fly, and the only re¬ 
medy is to lie down and cover our heads with hay, 
for it is only at the head they aim their blows; nor 
is there any pofhbility of finifliing that part of the 
work, until, by means of fire and brimftone, they 
are all iiienced. But thouglt 1 have been obliged to 
execute this dreadful fentence, in my own defence, 

I have often thought it a great pity, for the 
fake of a little hay, to lay wafte fo ingenious a 
fubterranean town, furniihed with every conve- 
niency, and built with a moil furprifing me- 
chanifm. 

I ne-‘er fliould have done, were I to recount the 
many objects which involuntarily ftrike my imagi¬ 
nation in the midli of my work, and ipontancouily 
.afford me the moil plealing relief. Thefe may ap¬ 
pear inlignificant trifles to a perfion who has travelled 
through Europe and America, and is acquainted with 
books and with many fciences ; but fuel) Ample ob¬ 
jects of contemplation luffice me, who have no time 
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to bellow on more extenfive obfervations. Hap¬ 
pily thefe require no i'tudy, they are obvious, 
they gikl the moments I dedicate to them, and en¬ 
liven the fevere labours which I perform. At home 
my happinefs fprings from very different objects; the 
gradual unfolding of my children’s real’on, the liudy 
of their dawning tempers attracts all my paternal 
attention. I have to contrive little puniiimients for 
their little faults, fmall encouragements for their 
good aftions, and a variety of other expedients dic¬ 
tated by varous occafions- But thefe are themes un¬ 
worthy your perufal, and which ought not to he car¬ 
ried beyond the walls of my houfe, being domcftic 
myfteries adapted only to the locality of the fmall 
fanftuary wherein my family relides. Sometimes I 
delight in inventing and executing machines, which 
Amplify my wife’s labour. I have been tolerably 
fuccefsful that way ; and thefe, fir, are the narrow 
circles within which I conftantly revolve; and what 
can I wilh for beyond them ? I blefs God for all the 
good he has given me; I envy no man’sprofperity, 
and wilh no other portion of happinefs, than that 
I may live to teach the fame philofophy to my chil¬ 
dren ; and give each of them a farm, Jhow them 
how to cultivate it, and be like their father, good 
fubftantial independent American farmers—an ap¬ 
pellation which will be the moll fortunate one, a man 
of my clafs can polfefs, fo long as bur civil govern¬ 
ment continues to Hied bleflings on our hulbandry. 
Adieu. 
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I WISH I could be acquainted with the feeling 
and thoughts which unlit agitate the heart a: d 
prefent themTelves to the mind of an enlightened 
Euglilhmsn, when he firft lands on this continent. 
He mini greatly rejoice, that he lived at a time to 
fee this fair country discovered and fettled ; he anift 
neceffarily feel a fhare of national pride, when he 
views the chain of fettlements which emhellidie* 
thefe extended iliores. When he fays to hiinfeif, 
this is the work of my countrymen, who, when 
convulfed by fathom, affiifted by a variety of roife- 
ries and wants, reftlefs and impatient, took refuge 
here. They brought along with them their national 
genius, to which they principally owe what liberty 
they enjoy, and what fubftance they poilefs. Here 
he fees the induftry of his native country, difpiayed 
in a new manner, and traces in their works the em- 
brios of all the arts, feiences, and ingenuity which 
flourish in Europe. Here he beholds fair cities, fub- 
ftantial villages, extenfive fields, an immenfe coun¬ 
try filled with decent houfes, good roads, orchards, 
meadows, and bridges, where an hundred years 
ago all was wild, woody, and uncultivated! 

What a train of pleaiing ideas this fair fpectacle 
muft fuggelt! it is a prefpeft which mull infpire a 
good citizen with the mod heartfelt pleafure. The 
difficulty confifts in the manner of viewing fo ex¬ 
tenfive a feene. He is arrived on a new continent; a 
modern fociety offers itfelf to his contemplation, dif¬ 
ferent from what he had hitherto feen. It is not 
compofed, as in Europe, of great lords who poffefs 
every thing, and of a herd of people who have 
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nothing. Here arc no ariftocratical families, no 
courts, no kings, no bilhops, no eccleliritica] domi¬ 
nion, no invilible power giving to a few a very viiible 
one ; no great manufacturers employing thoufands, 
no great refinements of luxury. The rich and the 
poor are not fo far removed from each other as they 
are in Europe. 

borne few towns excepted, we are all tillers of 
the earth, from Nova Scotia to Weft Florida. We 
are a people of cultivators, fcattered over an im- 
menfe territory, communicating with each oilier 
by means of good roads and navigable rivers, united 
by the illken bands of mild government, all reflec¬ 
ting the laws without dreading their power, becaufe 
they are equitable. We are all animated with thefpi- 
rit of inciuftry, which is unfettered, and unreftrain- 
ed, becaufe each perlbn works -for himfelf. If he 
travels through our rural diftricls, he views not 
the hoftile cuftle, and the haughty manfion, ccn- 
trafted with the clay-built hut and miferable cabbin, 
where cattle and men help to keep each other warm, 
and dwell in meannefs, fmoke, and indigence. A 
pleafing uniformity of decent competence appears 
throughout our habitations. Themeaneft of our log- 
houfes is a dry and comfortable habitation. Lawyer cr 
merchant are the faireft titles our towns afford ; that 
of a farmer is the only appellation of the rural inha¬ 
bitants of our country. It rouft take fome time tie 
he can reconcile himfelf to our dictionary, which is 
but fhort in words of dignity, and names of honour. 
There, on a.Sunday, he fees a congregation of re- 
fpectable farmers and their wives, all clad in neat 
homefpun, well mounted, or riding in their own 
humble waggons. There is not among them an en¬ 
quire, faving the unlettered magiftrate. There he 
fees a parfon as Ample as his flock, a farmer who 
does not riot on the labour of others. We have 
no princes, for whom we toil, ftarve, and bleed: 
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we are the moft perfect fcccty now exi.fting in the 
world. Here man is free as he ought to be; nor is 
this pleating equality fo tranfitory as many others 
are. iVIany ages will not fee the fhores of our 
great lakes rcplenilhed with inland nations, nor the 
.unknown bounds of North America entirely peo¬ 
pled. Who can tell how far it extends ? Who can 
tell the millions of men whom it will feed and con¬ 
tain ? for no European foot has as yet travelled half 
the extent of this mighty continent! 

The next wifh of this traveller will be to know 
whence came all thefe people ? they are a mixture 
of Englilh, Scotch, Iriih, French, Dutch, Germans, 
and Swedes. From.this.promifcnous breed, that race 
now called Americans have arifen. The eaftern pro¬ 
vinces muft indeed be excepted, as being the unmixed 
defcendents of Englilhmen. 1 have heard many wilh 
they had been more intermixed all'o : for my part, 
I am no wifher; and think it much better as it 
has happened. They exhibit a moft confpicuous figure 
in this great and variegated pifture ; they too enter 
for a great lhare in the plealing perfpettive dif- 
played in thefe thirteen provinces. I know it is fa- 
ftiionable to reflect on them; but I refpect them 
for what they have done ; for the accuracy and 
wiftlom with which they have fettled their terri-' 
tory; for the decency of their manners ; for their 
early love of letters ; their ancient college, the firft 
in this hemifphere ; for their induftry, which to 
me, who am but a farmer, is the criterion of every 
thing. There never was a people, fttuated as they 
are, who, with fo ungrateful a foil, have done more 
in fo fhort a time. Do you think that the monar- 
chial ingredients which are more prevalent in other 
governments, have purged them from all foul ftains ? 
Their hiftories affert the contrary. 

\ In this great American aiylum, the poor of Europe 
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have by fome means met together, and in con.- 
fequence of various caufes; to what purpofe lliouid 
they a Ik one another, what countrymen they are ? 
Alas, two thirds of them had no country. Can a 
wretch who wanders about, who works and ftarvcs, 
whofe life is a continual fcene of fore affliction or 
pinching penury; can that man call England or any 
other kingdom his country ? A country that had no 
bread for him, whofe fields procured him no harveft, 
who met with nothing but the frowns of the rich, 
the feverity of the laws, with jails and punifliments; 
who owned not a Angle foot of t : he extenlive fur- 
face of this planet ? No! urged by a variety of 
motives, here they came- Every thing has tended 
to regenerate them ; new laws, a new mode of liv¬ 
ing, a new focial fyftem; here they are become 
men: in Europe they were as fo many ufelefs 
plants, wanting vegetative mould, and refrelhing 
Ihowers; they withered, and were mowed down 
by want, hunger, and war : but now, by the pow¬ 
er of tranfplantation, like all other plants, they 
have taken root and ilouriflied ! Formerly they were 
not numbered in-any civil lift of their country, ex¬ 
cept in thofe of the poor ; here they rank as citi¬ 
zens. By what invifible power lias this furprizing 
metamorphofis been performed ? By that of the laws 
and that of their induftry- The laws, the indulgent 
laws, protefl: them as they arrive, ftamping on them 
the lymbol of adoption; they receive ample rewards 
for their labours; thefe accumulated rewards pro¬ 
cure them lands; thofe lands confer on them the 
title of freemen ; and to that title every benefit is 
affixed which men can poffibly require./ This is the, 
great operation daily performed by our laws. From 
whence proceed thefe laws? From our government. 
"Whence that government ? It is derived from the 
original genius and ftrong delire of the people, rati 
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fied and confirmed by government. This is the great 
' chain which links us all, this is the pifture which 
every province exhibits, Nova Scotia excepted. 
There the crow n has done all; either there were 
no people who had genius, or it was not much at¬ 
tended to : the confequence is, that the province 
is very thinly inhabited indeed ; the power of the 
crown, in conjunction with the mulketos/ has 
prevented men from fettling there. Yet fome part 
of it flourilhed once, and it contained a mild harm- 
lefs let of people. But for the fault of a few leaders, 
the Mole were banilhed. The greateft political er¬ 
ror the crown ever committed in America, was tp 
cut off men from a country which wanted nothing 
\ hut men! 

What.attachment can a poor European emigrant 
have for a country where he had nothing ? The 
knowledge of the language, the love of a Tew kin¬ 
dred as poor as himfelf, were the only cords that 
tied him : his country is now that which gives him 
land, bread, protection, and confequence : Ubi fcmis 
ibi p atria, is the motto of all emigrants. W Hat then 
is the American, this new man ? He is either ah 
European, or the defendant of an European; hence 
that ftrange mixture of blood, which you will 
find in no other country. I could point out ^ to 
you a man, whofe grandfather was an Enghlh- 
man, whofe wife was Dutch, whofe fon married 
a French woman, and whofe prefent four fons have 
now four wives of different nations. He is an Ame¬ 
rican, who, leaving behind him all his ancient pre¬ 
judices and manners, receives new ones from the 
hew mode of life he has embraced, the new go¬ 
vernment he obeys, and the new rank he holds, 
fie becomes an American by being received in the 
broad lap of our great Alma Mater. 

Here mdiyiduals of all nations are melted into a 
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hew ^rac?, of. men, whofe Incurs and poftcrity will 
onedaycanfe great changes in the world. Americans 
are the weftern pilgrims, who are carrying along with' 
them that great mafs of arts, faiences, tigour, and . 
induftry, which began long lince in the call ; they ’ 
will finilh the great circle. The Americans -were 
once fcattered all over Europe ; here they are in¬ 
corporated into one of the fineft fyftems of popula¬ 
tion which has ever appeared, and which will 
hereafter become diftinct hy the power of the dif¬ 
ferent climates they inhabit. The American ought, 
therefore, to love this country much better than 
that w herein either he or his forefathers were bom. 
Here the rewards of his induftry follow with equal 
fteps the progrefs of his labour ; his labour is foun¬ 
ded on the balls of nature, felf-intcrcft ; can it want 
a ftronger allurement ? Wives and children, who 
before in vain demanded cf Him luni-frl of bread, 
now, fat and frolicfome, gladly help their father to 
clear thofe fields whence exuberant crops are to arife 
to feed and to clothe them all; wdthout any part be¬ 
ing claimed, either by a defpotic prince, a rich ab¬ 
bot, or a mighty lord. 11 orej~ebgi arydemands but 
little of him ; a fmall Toluntary ialary' to the mi- 
nifter, and gratitude to God ; can he refufe thefe ? 
The Ajnerican is a new man, who acts upon new 
principles; he muft therefore entertain new ideas, 
and form new opinions. From involuntary idlenefs. 
fervile dependance, penury, and ufelefs labour, lie 
has palled to toils of a very different nature, re¬ 
warded by ample fubliftence—This is an Ame¬ 
rican. 

• North America is divided into many provinces, 
forming a large affociation, fcattered along a coalt 
1,500 miles extent and about 200 wide. This fociety 
I would fain examine, at leaft fuch as it appears in 
■the middle, provinces; if it does not afford that va- 
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riety of tinges and gradations which may be ob- 
fervtd in Europe, we have colours peculiar to our- 
felves. For inftance, it is natural to conceive that, 
thofe who live near the fea, muft be very different, 
from thofe who live in the woods; the intermediate 
fpace will afford a feparate and diftinct clafs. 

Men are like plants ; the goodnels and flavour of 
the fruit proceed from the peculiar foil and expolition 
in which they grow. We are nothing but what we 
derive from the air we breathe, the climate we inha¬ 
bit, the government we obey, the fyftem of religion 
we profefs, and the nature of our employment.' 
Here you will find but few crimes ; thefe have ac¬ 
quired as yet no root among us. I wifh I were 
able to trace all my ideas; if my ignorance pre¬ 
vents me from deferibing them properly, I hope I 
ihall be able to delineate a few of the outlines, which 
are all I prepofe. 

Thofe who live near the fea, feed more on fifh 
than on flefh, and often encounter that boifterous 
element. This renders them more bold and enter- 
prifing ; this leads them to neglect the confined oc¬ 
cupations of the land. They fee and converfe with 
a variety of people ; their intercourfe with mankind 
becomes extenfive. The fea infpires them with a 
love of traffic, a defire of tranfporting produce 
from one place to another ; leads them to a variety 
of refources, which fupply the place of labour. 
Thofe who inhabit the middle fettlements, by far • 
the mod numerous, mull: be very different; the 
fimple cultivation of the earth purifies them ; but 
the indulgences of the government, the foft remon-. 
flrances of religion, the rank of independent free-. 
holders, muft neceffarily infpire them with fenti-. 
ments, very little known in Europe among people 
of the fame clafs, What do I fay ? Europe has no 
fuch dais of men; the early knowledge they ac- 
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quire, the cany bargains they make, give them a 
great degree of fagacity. As freemen, they will be 
litigious; pride and obftinacy are often the caufe of 
lawfuits ; the nature of our laws and governments 
may be another. As citizens, it is eafy to imagine, that 
they will carefully rend the nevfpapers, enter into 
every political difquifition, freely blame or cenfure 
governors and others. As farmers, they will be care¬ 
ful and anxious to get as much as they can, becaufe 
tvhat they get is their own. As northern men, they 
will love the chearful cup. As chrillians, religion 
curbs them not in their opinions; the general in¬ 
dulgence leaves every one. to think for himfelf 
in fpiritual matters; the -laws infpedt our actions; 
our thoughts are left to God. Induftry, good liv¬ 
ing, felfhhnefs, iitigioufnefs, country politics, the 
pride of freemen, religious indifference, are their 
characteriftics. If you recede ftill farther from the 
fea, you will come into more modern fettlements; 
they exhibit the fame ftrong lineaments, in a ruder 
appearance. Religion feems to have ftill lefs influ* 
ence, and their manners are lefs improved. 

Now we arrive near the great woods, near the 
laft inhabited diftridls; there men feem to be placed 
ftill farther beyond the reach of government, 
which in fome meafure leaves them to themfelves. 
How can it pervade every corner ? as they were 
driven there by misfortunes, neceifity of beginnings, 
defire of acquiring large tradts of land, idlenefs, 
frequent want of economy, ancient debts ; the re¬ 
union of fuch people does not afford a very plea- 
fing fpecfacle. When difcord, want of unity and 
friendfhip—when either drunkennefs or idlenefs 
prevail in fuch remote diftridts—contention, inac¬ 
tivity, and wretchednefs muft enfue. There are not 
the fame remedies to thefe evils as in a long efta- 
.blifhed community. The few magiftrates they have, 
E 2 
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are in general little better than the reft; they are 
often in a perfect ftate of war ; that of man againft 
man, fometimes decided by blows, Ibmetimes by 
means of the law ; that of man againft every wild 
inhabitant of thefe venerable woods, of which they 
are come to difpoffefs them. There men appear to 
be no better than carnivorous animals of a fuperior 
rank, living on the flelh of wild animals when 
they can catch them; and when they are not able, 
they lhbiift on the grain. 

He who would wiih to fee America in its proper 
light, and have a true idea of its feeble beginnings 
and barbarous rudiments, muft vifit our extended 
line df frontiers where the laft fettlers dwell, and 
where he may fee die firftlabours of fettlement, the 
mode of clearing the earth, in all their different ap¬ 
pearances; where men are wholly left dependent 
on their native tempers, and on the fpur of uncer¬ 
tain induftry, which often fails, when not fanctified 
by the efficacy of a few moral rules. There, re¬ 
mote from the power of example, and check of 
ihame, many families exhibit the moll hideous parts 
of our fociety. They are a kind of forlorn hope, 
preceding by ten or twelve years the inoft refpec- 
table army of veterans which come after them. In 
that fpace, profperity will poliili fome, vice and the 
law will drive off the reft, who uniting again with 
others like rhemfelves will recede ftill farther; mak¬ 
ing room for more induftrious people, who will 
finilh their improvements, convert the log-honfe 
into a convenient habitation, and rejoicing that the 
firft heavy labours are finilhed, will change in a few 
years that hitherto barbarous country into a fine, 
fertile, well-regulated diftritt. 

Such is our progrefs, fuch is the march of the Eu¬ 
ropeans toward the interior parts of this continent. 
Jn all focieties there are pff-caftsj this impure pari 
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ferves as our precurfors or pioneers; my father 
himfelf was one of that clafs ; but he came upon 
homtft principles, and was therefore one of the few 
who held fall ; by good conduct and temperance, 
he tranfmitted to me his fair inheritance, when not 
above one in fourteen of his cotemporaries had the 
fame good fortune. 

. Forty years ago, this finding country was thus 
inhabited ; it is now purged, a general decency of 
manners pre\ ails throughout; and Inch has been 
the fate of our heft countries. 

Exclufive of thpfe general characteriftics, each 
province has its own, founded on the government, 
climate, mode of hulbandry, cuftoms, and peculia¬ 
rity of circumftances. Europeans Juhmit-infenfibly 
to thefe great powers, and become in the courfe of 
a few generations, not only Americans in general, 
but either Pennfylvanians, Virginians, or provinci¬ 
als under fome other name. Whoever traverfeo the 
continent, mml ealily obferve thofe ftrong differ¬ 
ences, which will grow more evident in time. The 
inhabitants of Canada, Maffachufetts, the middle 
provinces, the fouthern ones will be as different as 
their climates; their only points of unity will be 
thofe of religion and language. 

As I have endeavoured to lliow you how Euro¬ 
peans become Americans ; it may not be difagreea- 
ble to lliow you like wife how the various chriftian 
feels introduced, wear out, and how religious in¬ 
difference becomes prevalent. When any conlidera- 
ble number of a particular feel happen to dwell 
contiguous to each other, they immediately creel a 
temple, and there worlhip the divinity agreeably to 
their own peculiar ideas. Nobody dilturbs them.-If 
any new fell fprings up in Europe, it may happen 
that many of its profeffors will come and fettle in 
America. As they bring their zeal with them, they 
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are at liberty to make profelytes if they can, and to ' 
build a meeting and to follow the diflates of their 
coiiftiences; for neither the government nor any 
other power interferes. If they are peaceable fub- i 
jedts, and are induftrious, what is it to their neigh- J 
bours how and in what manner they think fit to . 
addrefs their prayers to the Supreme Being ? But if j 
the feftaries are not fettled dole together, if they ! 
are mixed with other denominations, tlieir zeal will j 
cool for want of fuel, and will be extinguilhed in 
a little time. Then the Americans become as to re¬ 
ligion, what they are as to country, allied to till. 

In them, the name of Englilhman, Frenchman, and 
European is loft : and in like manner, the ftritt modes 
of chrifttanily, as praftifed in Europe, are loft alfo. 
This effect will extend itfclf ftill farther hereafter ; 
and though this may appear to you ns a ftrange 
idea, yet it is a very true one. I fhall be able per- 
haps hereafter to explain rnyfelf better : in the mean 
while, let the following example ferve as my firft ] 
juftification. i 

Let us fuppofe you and I to be travelling ; we 
obferve that in thishoufe, to the right, lives a ca¬ 
tholic, who prays to God as he has been taught, 
and believes in tranfubftantiation ; he works and 
raifes wheat, he has a large family of children, all 
hale and robuft ; his belief, bis prayers offend no¬ 
body. About one mile farther on the fame road^ his, 
next neighbour may be a good honeft plodding Ger« 
man Lutheran, who addreffes hiinfelf to the fame 
God, the God of all, agreeably to the modes lie 
has been educated in, and believes in confubftauti- 
ation ; by fo doing he fcandalizes nobody ; he alfo 
works in his fields, embellilhes the earth, clears 
fvvamps, &c. What has the world to do v'ith his 
Lutheran principles ? He perfecutes nobody, and 
nobody perfecutes him: he viftts his neighbours, 
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and his neighbours vifit him. Next to him lives a 
feceder, the molt enthufiaftic of all fectaries; his 
zeal is hot and fiery ; but, leparated as he is from 
others of the fame complexion, he has no congrega¬ 
tion of his own to refort to, where he might cabal 
and mingle religious pride with worldly obftinacy. 
He likewife raifes good crops; his houfe is hand- 
fomely painted ; his orchard is one of the faireft in 
the neighbourhood. How does it concern the wel¬ 
fare of the country, or of the province at large,what 
this man’s religious fentiments are ? He is a good 
former; he is a fober, peaceable, good citizen. Wil¬ 
liam Penn hi.nfelf would not wi!h for more. This 
is the vifible charafter ; the invilible one is only 
guelfed at, and is nobody’s bufnefs. Next again 
lives a Low Dutchman, who implicitly believes the 
rules laid down by the fynod of Dort. He con¬ 
ceives no other idea of a clergyman than that of 
an hired man; if he does his work well, he will 
pay him the ftipulated fum ; if not, he will difmifs 
him, and do without his fermons, and let his church 
be tout up for years. But notwilhftanding this coarfe 
idea, you will find his houfe and farm to be the 
neateft in all the country ; and you will judge by 
his waggon and fit horfes, that he thinks more of 
the affairs of this world than of thofe of the next. 
He is fober and laborious; therefore he is all he 
ought to be as to the affairs of this life; as for 
thofe of the next, he mull truft to the great 
Creator. 

Each of thefe people inftruft their children as 
well as they can-: hut thefe inftruftions are feeble 
compared to thofe which are given to the youth 
of the pooreft clafs in Europe. Their children will 
therefore grow up lefs zealous and more indifferent 
in matters of religion than their parents. The fool- 
ijh vanity, or rather the fury, of making profelytes, 
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is unknown here ; they have no time : the feafor. | 
cali for all their attention ; and thus in a Few year; | 
this m ed n -r ■> 1 ho id will exhibit a ftrange re |i 
ligious rm-diy, that will be neither pure catholicifml 
nor pure Calvinif-n. A very perceptible indifference I 
even in the firft generation) will become apparent | 
and it may happen, that the daughter of the ca- ‘ 
tholic will marry the foa of the feceder, and fettle I 
by rhemfelves at a difhnce from theirparents. What 1 
religious education will they give their children ? | 
A very imperfect one- if there happens to be in the 1 
neighbourhood any place of worfiiip, we will fuppofe * 
a q’,inker’s meeting ; rather than not ihow their line 
clothes, they will go to it; and fome of them may j 
perhaps attach themfelves to that fociety. Others | 
will remain in a perfect ftate of indifference • the 
children of thefe zealous parents will not be able 
to tell what their religious principles are, and their 
grandchildren Hill lefs. The neighbourhood of a 
place of worfhip generally leads them to it; and the 
action of going thither, is the ftrongeft evidence 
they can giv» of their attachment to any feet. 

The quakers are the only people who retain a 
fondnefs for their own mode of worfiiip; for be 
they ever fo far feparated from each other, they 
hold a fort of communion with the fociety, and 
feldom depart from its rules, at leaft in this country. 

Thus all lefts are mixed as well as all nations; 
thus religious indifference is imperceptibly dif- 
feminated from one end of the continent to the 
other ; which is at prefent one of the ftrongeft 
charafteriftics of the Americans. Where this will 
reach, no one can tell; perhaps it may leave a va¬ 
cuum, fit to receive other fyftems. Perlecutionf: 
religious pride, the love of contradiftion, are the' 
food of what the world commonly calls religion. 
Thefe motives have ceafed here; zeal in Europe 
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confined ; here it evaporates in the great diftar.ce 
l® r ‘has to travel ; there it is a grain of powder in- 
le jfed ; here it burns away in the open air, and 
xCnfumea without elFett. 

I' 'But to return to our back fettler". I muft tell 
you, that there is fomcthing in. the proximity of 
.die woods which is very lingular. It is v.ithwtr.. as 
• t is with the plants and annuals that grow and five 
*i the forefts ; they arc entire, ly different from thofe 
*iat live in the plains. I will candidly tell you ail 
my thought?; but you are not to expect that I 
hail advance any reafons. By living in or near the 
voods, their actions are regulated by the v ih.ueis 
Df the neighbourhood. The deer often come to 
iat their grain, the wolves to dehroy their fiietp, 
he bears to kill their hogs, the foxes to catch their 
poultry. Thisfurrpunding hoftility immediately puts 
;he gun into their hands ; they watch thefe ani- 
jials, they kill fome; and thus by defending their 
property, they loon become profefTed hunters ; this 
is the progrefs; once hunters, farewell to the 
plough. The chafe renders them ferocious, gloomy, 
and unfociable ; a hunter wants no neighbours, he 
rather hates them, becaufe he dreads the compe¬ 
tition. In a little time their fuccefs in the woods 
makes them neglect their tillage. They truft to the 
natural fecundity of the earth, and therefore do 
little; careleffnefs in fencing, often expofes what 
little they fow, to deltrudtion; they are not at home 
to watch; in order, therefore, to make up the- de¬ 
ficiency, they go oftener to the woods. That new 
mode of life brings along'with it a new fet of man¬ 
ners, which I cannot ealily delcribe. Thefe new 
manners being grafted on the old flock, produce a 
ftrange fort of lawlefs profligacy, the imprefilons 
of which are indelible. The manners of the Indian 
natives are refpectable, compared with, this Euro- 
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pean medly. Their wives and children live in fioth 
and ina&ivity ; and having no proper purinits, you 
may judge what education the latter receive. Their 
tender minds have nothing elfe to contemplate but 
the example of their parents; like them they 
grow up a mongrel breed, half civilized, half la- 
vage, except nature llamps on them feme cordlitu- 
tional propenfities. That rich, that voluptuous fen- 
timent is gone, which ftruck them fo forcibly ; the 
pofleilion of their freeholds no longer conveys to 
their minds the fame pleafure and pride. To all 
thefe reafons you mull add their lonely fituation ; 
and you cannot imagine what an effeft on manners 
the great diltance they live from each other has! 

Conftder one of the lall fettlements in its firft 
view.- of what is it compofed ? Europeans who 
have not that fuificient lhare of knowledge they 
ought to have, in order to profper; people who 
have fuddenly palled from oppreffion, dread of go¬ 
vernment, and fear of laws, into the unlimited free- | 
dom of the woods. This fudden change mull have 
,a very great effeft on moll men, and on that clafs 
particularly. Eating wild meat, whatever you may 
think, tends to alter their temper; though all the 
proof I can adduce, is, that I have feen it; and 
having no place of worlhip to refort to, what lit¬ 
tle fociety this might afford, is denied them. The 
Sunday meetings, exclulive of religious benefits, 
were the only locial bonds that might have infpired 
them with fome degree of emulation in neatnel's. 

Is it then furprifing to fee men thus fituated, im- 
merfed in great and heavy labours, degenerate a 
little? It is rather a wonder the effeft is not more 
diffulive. The moravians and the quakers are the 
only inftances in exception to what 1 have advanc¬ 
ed. They never fettle fmgly ; it is a colony of the 
fociety which emigrates; they carry with them 
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their forms, worfhip, rules, and decency ; the others 
never begin fo hard ; they are always able to buy 
improvements, in which there is a great advantage; 
for by that time the country is recovered from its 
firft barbarity. 

Thus our bad people are tbofe who are half cul¬ 
tivators and half hunters; and the worft of them 
are thofe who have degenerated altogether into the 
hunting ftate. As old ploughmen, a id new men of 
the woods, as Europeans and nets made Indians, 
they contraft the vices of both ; tl.iy adopt the 
morofenefs and ferocity of a .native, without his 
mildncfs, or even his induftry at home. If manners 
are not refined, at leaft they are rendered fimple 
.and inoiTenlivc by tilling the earth ; all our wants 
are fupplied by it; our time is divided between la¬ 
bour and reft, and none left for the commilllon of 
great mifdeeds. As hunters, it is divided between 
the toil of the chafe, the idlenefs of repofe, 
or indulgence of inebriation. Hunting is but a 
licentious idle life ; and if it does not always pervert 
good difpofitions; yet, when it is united with bad 
luck, it leads to want: want ftimulates that propen¬ 
sity to rapacity and injuftie'e, too natural to needy 
men, which is the fatal gradation. After this expla¬ 
nation of the effects which follow by living in the 
woods, Ihall we yet vainly flatter ourfelves with 
the hope of converting the Indians ? We Ihould ra¬ 
ther begin with converting our back-fettlers; and 
now if I dare mention the name of religion, its 
fweet accents would be loft in the immenlity of 
thefe woods. Men thus placed, are not fit either to 
receive or remember its mild inftructions; they 
want temples and minillers; but as foon as men 
ceafe to r sain at home, and begin to lead an er¬ 
ratic life, let them be either tawny or white, they 
ceafe to be its difciples. 
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Tims have I faintly and imperfectly endeavoured^ 
to trace our fociety from the fea to our woods ; a 
yet you muft not imagine that every perfon who 
moves back, acts upon the fame principles, or falls 
into the lame degeneracy. Many families carry with 
them all their decency of condudt, purity of morals, 
and refpedt of religion : but thefe are fcarce; the pow¬ 
er of example is fometimes irreliftible. Even among 
thefe back-fettlers, their depravity is greater or 
lei's, according to what nation or province they be¬ 
long. Were I to adduce proofs of this, I might be 
accufed of partiality. If there happens to be feme 
rich intervals, fome fertile bottoms, in thofe re. 
mote diftrids, the people will there prefer tilling 
the land to hunting, and will attach themfelves to 
it; but even on thefe fertile fpots, you may plainly 
perceive the inhabitants to acquire a great degree of 
rulucity and feltifbncfs. 

It is in confequence of this liraggling litnation, 
and the aftonifhing power it has on manners, that the 
back-fettlers of both the Carolinas, Virginia, and 
many other parts, have been long a fet of lawleis 
people ; it has been even dangerous to travel among 
them. Government can do nothing in fo extenfive 
a country ; better it fhould wink at thefe irregula¬ 
rities, than that it ftould ufe means inconliftent with 
its ufual mildnefs. 1 ime will efface thofe ftains: in 
proportion as the great body of population ap¬ 
proaches them, they will reform, and become po- 
li.hed and fubordinate. Whatever has been faid of 
the four New England provinces, no fuch degene¬ 
racy of manners has ever tarniflted their annals ; 
their back-fettlers have been kept tvithin the bounds 
of decency and government, by means of wife laws, 
and by the influence of religion. 

What a deteffable idea fuch people muff have 
oh en to the natives of the Europeans! They trade 
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\vith them ; thd worft of people are permitted to 
do that, which noua but perfons of the belt cha¬ 
racter (hould be employed in. They get drunk with 
them, and often defraud the Indians. T heir ava¬ 
rice, removed from the eyes of their fuperiors, 
knows no bounds; and aided by a little fuperiority 
of knowledge, thefe traders deceive them, and even 
lbmetirr.es fried blood- Fence thofe fhotking viola¬ 
tions, thole hidden devaluations which have fo often 
llained our frontiers, when hundreds of innocent 
people have been facrilked for the crimes of a few. 
It was in conlequence of fuch behaviour, that the 
Indians took the hatchet againft the Virginians in 
1774. Thus are our firft Heps trod, thus are our 
firll trees felled, in general, by the moil vicious of 
our people; and thus the path is opened for the 
arrival of a feccnd and better clafs, the true Ame¬ 
rican freeholders ; the mofl refpecqble let of people 
in this part of the world : refpeccable for their in- 
■duHry, their happy independence, the great ihsre 
of freedom they poflefs, the good regulation of their 
families, and for extending die trade and the do¬ 
minion of their country. 

- _Enrope contains hardly any other diftindions but 
lords and tenants ; this fair country alone is fettled 
by freeholders, the pofleffors of the foil they culti¬ 
vate, members of the government they obey, and 
the framers of their own laws, by means of their 
reprefentatives. This is a thought 'which you have 
taught me to cherifli; our dilbnee from Europe, 
far from diminilhing, rather adds to our ufefulnefs 
and confeqiience as men and fubjects. Had our fore¬ 
fathers remained there, they would only have crou- 
ded it, and perhaps prolonged thofe ccnvtihions 
which had Ihook it fo long. Every induftrious Eu¬ 
ropean who tranfports himlelf here, may be com¬ 
pared to a fprout growing at the foot of a great 
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tree ; it enjoys and draws but a little portion of 
lap ; wrench it from the parent roots, traulplant it, 
audit will become a tree-bearing fruit alfo. Co- 
lonills are therefore intitled' to the confkleration 
due to the molt ufeful i’ubjecb; a hundred families 
barely exiftingin fome parts of Scotland, will here 
in fix years, caufe an annual exportation of 10,000 
huihels of wheat: ioobuflsels being but a common 
quantity for an induftrious family to fell, if they 
cultivate good land. It is here, then, that the idle 
may he employed, the ufelefs become ufeful, and 
the poor become rich : but by riches I do not 
mean gold and filver ; we have but little of thofe 
metals; I mean a better fort of wealth, cleared 
lands, cattle, good houfes, good clothes, and an in- 
crenfe of people to enioy them. 

There is no wonder that this country has fo 
many charms, and prefents to Europeans fo many 
temptations to remain in it. A traveller in Europe 
becomes a ftranger as foon as he quits his own king¬ 
dom ; but it is other wife here. We know, properly 
ipeaking, no ftraugcrs; this is every perfon’s coun¬ 
try ; the variety of our foils, fituations, climates, 
governments, and produce, hath fomething which 
muft pleafe every body. No fooner does an European 
arrive, no matter of w’hat condition, than his eyes 
■are opened upon the fair profpeft; he hears his 
language fpoke, he retraces many of his own country 
manners, he perpetually hears the names of fami¬ 
lies and towns wtith which he is acquainted ; he fees 
happinefs and profperity in all places diffeminated ; 
he meets with hofpitality, kindnefs, and plenty 
every where : he beholds hardly any poor, he fel- 
dom hears of punilhments and executions; and he 
wonders at the elegance of our towns, thofe mira¬ 
cles of induftry and freedom. He cannot admire 
Enough our rural diftri&s, our convenient roads. 
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good taverns, and our many accommodations ; he 
involuntarily loves a country where every thing is 
fo lovely. When in England, he was a mere En g- 
lilhman ; here he ftands on a larger portion of the 
globe, not lei’s than its fourth part, ar.d may fee 
the produdtions of the north,'in iron and naval 
(tores ; the provifionsof Ireland, the grain of Egypt, 
the indig o, the rice of China. He does r.ot find, as 
in Europe, a croudcd i'ocitty, where every place is 
over-flecked ; he does not feel that perpetual coi- 
lilloti of parties, that difficulty of beginning, that 
contention which overfets fo many. 

There is room for every body in America : has 
lie any particular talent, or induflry ? he exerts it in 
order to procure a livelihood, and it lucceeds. Is 
he a merchant? the avenues of trade are infinite ; 
is he eminent in any refpefl? he will be employed 
and refpefled. Does he love a country life ? plea- 
flmt farms prefent themfelves; he may purchafe what 
he wants, and thereby become an American farmer. 
Is he a labourer, fober and induflrions; be need not 
go many miles, nor receive many informations be¬ 
fore he will be hired, well fed at the table of his 
•employer, and paid four or five times more than he 
can get in Europe. Does he want uncultivated 
lands ? thoufands of acres prefent themfelves, which 
he may purchafe cheap. Whatever be his talents or 
Inclinations, if they are moderate, he may fatitfy 
•them. I do not .mean, that every one who comes 
will grow rich in a little time ; no, but he may 
•procure an eafy, decent maintenance, by his induf- 
:try. Inftead of ftarving, he will be fed ; infiead of 
being idle, he will have employment; and thel'e 
are riches enough for fuch men as come over 
here. The rich flay in Europe; it is only the 
-middling and poor that emigrate. Would you wilh 
■to travel iu independent idlenefs, from .north 
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fcuth, yon will find eafy accefs, and the moft cheat* 
ful reception at every houl'e ; fociety without of- 
ten'tation, good cheer without pride, and every de¬ 
cent diverlion which the country affords, with lit¬ 
tle expenle. It is no wonder that the European who 
has lived here a few years, is defirous to remain; 
Europe with all its pomp, is not to be compared to 
this continent, for men of middle ftations or la¬ 
bourers. 

An European, when he firft arrives, feems limit¬ 
ed in his intentions, as well as in his views; but 
he very fuddenly alters his fade ; two hundred 
miles formerly appeared a very great diftance ; it is 
now but a trifle ; he no' fooner breathes our air than 
he forms fchemes, and embarks in defigns he never 
would have thought of in his own country. There 
the plenitude of fociety confines many ufeful ideas, 
and often extinguilhes the molt laudable fchemes 
which here ripen into maturity. Thus Europeans 
become Americans. 

But how is this accornpiifhed in that croud of low, 
indigent people, who flock here every year from 
all parts of Europe ! I will tell you ; they no foon- 
■er arrive than they immediately feel the good ef¬ 
fects of that plenty of provifions we polfels: they 
fare oil our belt food, and are kindly entertained; 
their talents, character, and peculiar induftry are 
immediately enquired into; they find countrymen 
every where difleminated, let them come from what¬ 
ever part of Europe. 

Let me felect one as an epitome of the reft; he 
is hired, he goes to work, and works moderately ; 
inftead of being employed by a haughty perfon, he 
finds himfelf with his equal, placed at the fubftan- 
tial table of the farmer, or elfe at an inferior one 
as good; his wages are high, his bed is not like that 
bed of forrow on which he ufed to lie: if he be- 
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haves with propriety, and is faithful, he is careffed, 
and becomes, as it were, a member of the family. 
He begins to feel the effects of a fort of refurrection 
hitherto he had not lived, but limply vegetated; he 
now feeis hitnfelf a man, becaufe he is treated as 
Inch,; the laws of his own country had overlooked 
him in his inlignificancy ; the laws of this cover 
him with their mantle. Judge what an alteration 
there muft arife in the mind and thoughts of this 
man ; he begins to forget his former fervitude and 
dependence; his heart involuntarily fwells and 
glows; this firft fwell infpires him with thole'new 
thoughts which conilitute an American. What love 
can he entertain for a country where his exiftence 
was a burden to him ! if he is a generous good man, 
the love of this new adoptive parent, will link deep 
•into his heart. He looks around, and fees many a 
profperous perfon, who but a few' years before was 
as poor as himfelf. This encourages him much ; he 
begins to form fome little fcheme, the firft, alas, 
he ever formed in his life. If he is wife, he thus 
fpends twm or three years, in which time he ac¬ 
quires knowledge, the ule of tools, the modes of 
working the lands, felling trees, &c. This prepares 
the foundation of a good name, the moft ufeful ac- 
quifition he can make. He is encouraged ; he has 
gained friends; he is advifed and directed ; he feels 
bold; he purchafes fome land ; he gives all the 
money he has brought over, as well as what he 
has earned, and truths to the God of harvefts for 
the difeharge of the reft. His good name procures 
him credit; he is now pofTefled of the deed, convey¬ 
ing to him and his pofterity the fee limple, and ab- 
folute property of two hundred acres of land, ft. 
tuated on fitch a river. What an epccha in this man’s 
- life ! He is become a freeholder, from perhaps a 
.German boor—he is now an American, a Pennfyl- 
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yanian. He is naturalized ; his name is enrolled with 
tliole of the other Citizens of the province. Initcad 
of being a vagrant, he has a place of relidence ; he 
is called the inhabitant of fuch a county, or of Inch 
a diltrict, and for the lirlt time in his life counts 
for ibmething ; for hitherto he had been a cypher. 

I only repeat what I have heard many fay, and no 
wonder their hearts (hould glow, and be agitated 
with a multitude of feelings,, not eafy to deicribe. 
From nothing to ftartinto being ; from a lervant to 
the rank of a mailer ; from being the have of I'onte 
defpotic prince, to become a free man, inverted with 
lands, to which every municipal.bleffing is annexed ! 
What a change indeed ! It is in confequence of 
that change, that he becomes an American. 

This great metamorpholls has'a double effect; it 
extinguilhes all his European prejudices ; he for¬ 
gets that mechanifm of fubordination, that fervility 
of difpofttion which poverty had taught him; and 
fometimes he is apt to forget it too much, often paf- 
ftng from one extreme to the other. If he is a 
good man, he -forms .fchemcs. of future profperity ; 
he propofes to educate his children better than he 
has been educated himfelf; he thinks of future 
modes of conduct, feels an ardour to labour he ne- 
yer felt before. Pride fteps in, and leads hin\ to 
every thing that the laws do not forbid : he re- 
fpecls them ; with a heart-felt gratitude he looks 
toward that government from whofe wifdom all 
his new felicity is derived, and under whofe wings 
and protection he now lives. Thefe reflexions 
conftitute him the good man and the good fubjeft. 

. Ye poor Europeans, ye, who f\v eat and work for 
the great—ye, who are obliged to give fo ynany 
/heaves to the church, fo' many to your lords, fo ma- 
py to your government, and have- hardly any 
left for yourfelves—ye, who are held in Ms eflinu- 
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■ million than favourite hunters or ufelefs lap-dogs—■ 
ye, who only breathe the air of nature, becaufe it 
cannot be withheld from you ; it is here that ye 
can conceive the poffibility of thofe feelings I have 
been delcribing; it is here the laws of naturaliza¬ 
tion invite every one to partake of our great la¬ 
bours and felicity, to till unrented, untaxed lands ! 

Many, corrupted beyond die power of amend¬ 
ment, have brought with them ail their vices, and, 
difregarding the advantages he'd out to them, have 
gone on in their former career of iniquity, until 
they have been overtaken and puniflied by our laws. 
It is not every emigrant who fucceeds ; no, it is 
only the fober, the honeft, and indullrious : happy 
thofe, to whom this tranficion hasferved as a pow¬ 
erful fpur tc labour, to profperity, and to the good 
• eftablilhment of children, born in the days of their 
poverty : and who had no other portion to expeft, 
but the rags of their parents, had it not been for 
their happy emigration. Others again, have been 
led aftray by this enchanting feene ; their new 
pride, inftead of leading them to the fields, has 
kept them in idlenefs; the idea of poffeSng lands is 
all that fatisfies them—though furronncled with ferti¬ 
lity, they have mouldered away their time in inacti¬ 
vity, mifinformed hufbandry, and ineffectual en¬ 
deavours. How much wifer, in general, the honeft 
Germans than ahnoft all other Europeans ; they 
hire themfelves ro fome of their wealthy landfmen, 

. and in that apprenticelhip learn every thing that is 
neceffary. They attentively conlider the profperous 
indultrj'of others, which imprints on their minds a 
ftrong defire of poffeffing the fame advantages. This 
forcible idea never quits them ; they launch forth, 
and by dint of lobriety, rigid pariimony, and the 
moil perfevering induftry, they commonly fncceed. 
Their aftpnilhment at their firft arrival from Ger- 
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many is very great; it is to them a dream ; the eon- 
trait mult be very powerful indeed ; they oblerve 
their countrymen flouriihing in every place ; they 
travel through whole counties where not a word 
of Engiiih is lpoken ; and in the names and the 
language of the people - they retrace Germany. 
They have been an ufc-fnl acquifition to tiiis conti¬ 
nent, mid to Pennsylvania in particular; to them 
it ones Some diare of its profperity to their mecha¬ 
nical knowledge and patience, it owes the fine! mills 
in all America, the belt teams of horfes, and many- 
other advantages. The recollection of their-former 
poverty and llavery never quits them as long as 
they live. 

The Scotch and the Irilh might have lived in 
theirowncountryperhapsaspoor-; butei,joying more 
civil advantages, the .eifedts of their new Situation 
do not flrike them fo forcibly, nor has ,it fo lalt- 
ing an effect. From whence the difference arifes, I 
.know not; but out of twelve families of emigrants 
of each country, generally feven Scotch will fuc- 
ceed, nine-German, and four Irilh. The Scotch are 
frugal and laborious ; but their wives cannot work 
fo hard as the German women, who, on the con¬ 
trary, vie with their hulbands, and often ihare with 
them the molt fevere toils of the field, which 
they underftand better. They have therefore no¬ 
thing to ftruggle again!!, but the common caiual- 
tiesof nature. The Irilh do not .profper fo well; 
they love to drink and to quarrel; they are litigious, 
and foon take to the gun, which is the ruin of every 
thing; they feem,.befide, to labour, under a greater 
degree of ignorance.in hulbandry than the others; 
perhaps it is that their induftry had lefs fcope, and 
was lefs exercifed at home. I'have heard many re¬ 
late, how the land was parcelled out in that king¬ 
dom ; their ancient conqueft has.been .a great detri. 
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ment to them, by over-fetting their landed proper¬ 
ty. The lauds, poffeffcd by a few, are leafed down 
ad vjinltum ; and the occupiers often pay live gui¬ 
neas an acre. The poor are worfe lodged there than 
any where elfe in Europe ; their potatoes, which 
are eaiily railed, are perhaps- an inducement to la- 
zinefs: their wages are too low, and their whilky too 
cheap. 

There is no tracing obfervations of this kind, 
without making at the lame time very great al¬ 
lowances ; as there are every where to be found a 
great many exceptions. The Irilhthemfelves, from 
different parts of that kingdom, are very different. 
It is difficult to account for this furprifing locality ; 
one would think, on fo fmall an ifiand all Irifhmen 
mnft be alike ; yet it is notfo ; they arc different in 
their aptitude to, and in their love of labour. 

The Sotch, on the contrary, are all induftrious 
and laving; they- 1 want nothing more than a field 
to exert themlelves in ; and they are commonly 
lure of fucceeding. The only.difficulty they labour 
under is, that technical American knowledge, which 
requires fome time to obtain ; it is not eafy for thole 
who feldom faw a tree, to conceive how it is to be 
felled, cut up, and fplit into rails and polls. 

i\As I am fond -of feeing and talking of profperous 
families, I intend to finifh this letter by rriatino- to 
you the hiftory of an honeft Scotch Hebridean, who 
came here in' 1774, which will fhowyouin epitome, 
what the Scotch can do, wherever they have room for 
the exertion of their induflry. Whenever I hear of 
any new f'etlement, I pay it a vifit once or twice a 
year, on purpofe to oblerve the different fleps each 
lcttler takes, the gradual improvements, the different 
tempers of each family, on which their profperity 
in a great meafure depends; their different modifi¬ 
cations of induflry, their ingenuity and contrivance; 
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for being all poor, their life requires fagncity and prn * 
dence. In an evei ing I love to hear them tell their ' 
hories; they furnilb me with new ideas. I lit hill 
and lihen to their ancient misfortunes, obferving in 
many of them a ftrong degree of gratitude to God, 
and the government. Many a well-meant fermon 
have I preached to fome of them. When I found 
lazinefs and inattention prevail, who could refrain 
from wilhing well to thefe new countrymen, after 
ha\ing undergone lo many fatigues ? Who could 
withhold good advice! What a happy change it muft 
be, to defcend from the high, herile, bleak lands of 
Scotland, where every thing is barren and cold, and 
toreh on fome fertile farms in thefe middle provin¬ 
ces ! Such a tranfition mull have afforded the moll 
pleafing fatisfaclion. 

The folio wing dialogue paffed at an out fettlement, 
where I lately paid a viiit. 

Well, friend, how do you do now ? I am come fif¬ 
ty odd miles on purpofe to fee you; how do you 
go oil with your new cutting and fiafliing ? Very- 
well, good lir; we-learn the ufeof the axe brave¬ 
ly; we fiiall make it out; we have a belly full of 
victuals every day, cur cows run about, and come 
home full of milk, our hogs get fat of themfelves in 
the woods : oh, this is a good country ! God blefs 
William Penn; we fhall do very well by and by, 
if we keep cur healths. Your loglioufe looks neat 
and light; where did you get thefe lhingles ? One 
of our neighbours is a New-England man, and lie 
fbowed us how to fplit them out of chefnut-trees. 
Now for a bam, but all in good time, here are fine 
trees to build it with. Who is to frame it ? fure you 
don't underhand that work yet ? A countryman of 
ours, who has been in America thefe ten years, of¬ 
fers to wait for his money until the fccond crop is 
lodged in it. V/hat did you give for your land ? 
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Thirty-five {billings per acre, payable in feven years. 
How many acres have you got? An hundred and fif¬ 
ty. That is enough to begin with ; is not your land 
pretty hard to clear? Yes, fir, hard enough ; but 
it would be harder ftill, if it was ready cleared, for 
then we fliould have no timber; and I love the 
woods much ; the land is nothing without them. 
Have not you found out any bees yet ? No, fir ; and 
if we had, we fiiould not know what to do with them. 

I will tell you by and by. You are very kind. Fare¬ 
well, honeft man, God profperyou ; whenever you 
travel toward * * *, enquire for J. S. he will enter¬ 
tain you kindly, provided you bring him good tidings 
from your family and farm. 

In this manner I often vilit them, and carefully ex¬ 
amine their houfes, their modes cf ingenuity, their 
different ways; and make . them relate all they 
know, and deferibe all they feel. Thefe are feenes 
which I believe you would willingly fhare with me. 

I well remember your philanthropic turn of mind. I« 
it not better to contemplate under thefe humble 
roofs, the rudiments of future wealth and popula¬ 
tion, than to behold the accumulated bundles of liti¬ 
gious papers in the office of a lawyer? To examine 
how the world is gradually fettled, how the howl¬ 
ing fwamp is converted into a pleafing meadoev, the 
rough ridge into a fine field; and to hear the cheer¬ 
ful whittling, the rural fong, where there was no 
found heard before, fave the yell of the favage, the 
fcreechof the owl, or the biffing of the fnake ? Here 
an European, fatigued with luxuries, riches, and 
pleafures, may find a fw'eet relaxation in a feries of 
interefting feenes, as affefting as they are new. Eng¬ 
land, which now contains fo many domes, fo many 
cattles, was once like this, a place woody.and mar- 
fhy; its inhabitants, now the favourite nation of 
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nrts and commerce, were once painted like our 
neighbours. This country will fiourilh in its turn ; 
and the fame obfcrvations will be made, which I 
ltave juft delineated. Pofterity will look back with 
avidity and pleafure, to trace, if poilible, the era of 
this or that particular fettlement. 

Agreeable to the account which feveral Scotch; 
men have given me of the north of Britain, of the 
Orkneys, and the Hebride iflands, they feem, on ma¬ 
ny accounts, to be unfit for the habitation of men ; 
they appear to be calculated only for great flieep 
paftures. Who then can blame the inhabitants of 
thefe countries for tranfporting themfelves hither ? 
This great continent nmft in time abforb the poor, 
eft part of Europe ; and this will happen in propor¬ 
tion as it becomes better known ; and as war, tax¬ 
ation, oppreflion, and mifery increafe there. The 
Hebrides appear to be fit only for the reitdence of 
malefactors • and it would have been much better 
to fend felons there than either to Virginia or Ma¬ 
ryland. What a ftrange compliment has England 
heretofore paid two of the fineft provinces in Ame¬ 
rica ! She entertained in that refpect very miftakeh 
ideas; what was intended as a punilhment, became 
the good fortune of feveral; many of thofe who 
were tranfported as felons, grew rich, and ftrangers 
to the flings of thofe wants that urged them to vi¬ 
olations of the laws : they became induftrious, ex¬ 
emplary, and tifeful citizens. The Englifh govern¬ 
ment lhouldhave purchafed the moll northern and 
barren of thofe iflands; it Ihould have fent over to 
us the honeft, primitive Hebrideans, fettled them 
here on good lauds, as a rew ard for their virtue 
and ancient poverty ; and replaced them with a 
colony of her wicked fons. The feverity of the cli- 
mate, the inclemency of the feafons, the fterility of 
-she foil, the tempeftuoufae& of the fea, would have 
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afflicted and pnnifhed enough. Could there be found 
afpot better adapted to retaliate the injury it had 
received by- their crimes ? Some of thofe iilands 
might be confiiered as the hell of Great Britain, 
where all evil fpirits fhould be lent. Twoeffential 
ends would have been anfwered by this limpie 
operation. The good people, by emigration, would 
have been rendered happier ; the bad ones would 
be placed where they ought to be. In a few years 
the dread of being fent to that wintry region would 
have a much dronger effect, than that of tranfporta- 
tion. This is no place of puniflnnent; were I a poof 
hopelefs, breadlefs Englillnnan, and not reflraincd 
by the power of fliame, I fhould be very thankful 
for the paflage. It is of very little importance how, 
and in what manner an indigent man arrives; for 
if he is but fober, boned, and indudrious, he has no¬ 
thing more to afk of heaven. Let him go to work, 
he will have opportunities enough to earn a com¬ 
fortable fupport, and even the means of procuring 
fotne land; which ought to be the utmollwifh of 
every perfon who has health and hands to work. I 
knew a man who came to this country, in the literal 
fenfe of the expreffion, ftark-naked. I think he was 
a Frenchman, and a failor on board an Englifli 
man of war. Being difcontented, he had dripped 
himfelf and l’wam afhore ; where finding clothes and 
friends, he fettled afterwards at Maraneck, in the 
county of Cheder, in the province of New York : 
he married and left a good farm to each of his 
fons. I knew another perfon, who was but twelve 
years old, when he was taken on the frontiers of 
Canada, by the Indians; at his arrival at Albany he 
was pnrchafed by a gentleman, who generoully 
bound him apprentice to a tailor. He lived to the 
age of ninety, and left behind him a fine edate and 
a numerous family, all well fettled; many of them 
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I am acquainted with. Where is then the induftri* 
dus European who ought to defpair l 

After a foreigner from any part of Europe is ar¬ 
rived, and become a citizen ; Ie.t him devoutly lifttn 
to the voice of our great parent, which lays to 
him, “ Welcome to my Ihores, dilireiTed Euiopean; 
bid's the hour in which thou didft fee my verdant 
fields, my fair navigable rivers, and my green moun¬ 
tains !—If thou wilt work, I have bread for thee ; 
if thou wilt be honeft, lober and imluftrious, I have 
greater rewards to confer on thee—eafe and inde¬ 
pendence. I will give thee fields to feed and clothe 
thee ; a comfortable fire-lide to fit by, and tell thy 
children by what means thou halt profpered; and a 
decent bed to repole on. I lliall endow thee, beiide, 
with the immunities of a freeman. If thou wilt care¬ 
fully educate thy children, teach them gratitude to 
God, and reverence to that government, that phi¬ 
lanthropic government, which has collected here lo 
many men and made them happy. I will alfo provide 
for thy progeny : and to every good man this ought 
to be the molt holy, the moft powerful, the molt ear¬ 
ned: wilh he can polfibly form, as well as the moft 
confolatcry profpcct when he dies. Go thou, and 
work and till; thou ihait profper, provided thou be 
juft, grateful and indullrious.” 


Hijlory of Andrew, the Hebridean. 

LET hiftorians give the detail of our charters, 
the i’uccefiion of our feveral governors, and of their 
adminiftrations; of our political ftruggles, and of the 
foundation of our towns : let annalilts amufe theni- 
felves with collefting anecdotes of the eftablilhment 
of our modern provinces: eagles foar high, but I a 
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feebler bird, chearfully content myfelf with dip¬ 
ping from bulb to bud), and living on infigniheant 
infects. I am fo habituated to draw all my food and 
pleafure from the furface of the earth I till, that 
I cannot, nor indeed ain I able to quit it. I there¬ 
fore prefent you with a fhort hiftory of a fimple 
Scotchman ; though it contain not a Angle remark¬ 
able event to amaze the reader; no tragical feene 
to' convulfe the heart, or pathetic narrative to draw 
tears, from fympathetic eyes. All I with to deline¬ 
ate, is, the progrefhve fteps of a poor man, advanc¬ 
ing from indigence to eafe ; from opprelhon to free¬ 
dom ; from obfeurity and contumely to fome degree 
of confequence—not by virtue of any freaks of for¬ 
tune, but by the gradual operation of fobriety, hc- 
nefty, and emigration. Thefe are the limited fields, 
through which I love to wander ; hire to find in 
fome parts, the fmile of new-born happinefs, the 
glad heart, infpiring the cheerful fong, the glow 
of manly pride excited by vivid hopes and riling 
independence. I always return from my neighbour¬ 
ly excurftons extremely happy, becaufe there I fee 
good living almolt under every roof, and prof’e- 
rous endeavours almoft in every field. But you may 
fay, why don ,f von deferibe fome of the more an¬ 
cient opulent k elements of our country, where 
even the eye of an European has fomething to ad¬ 
mire ? It is true, our American fields are in gene¬ 
ral pleating to behold, adorned and intermixed as 
they are with fo many fubllantial houfes, flouriih- 
ing orchards, and copfes of woodlands—the pride 
of our farms, the fource of every good we poifels. 
But what I might obferve there, is but natural ami 
common ; for to draw comfortable fubliftence from 
well-fenced-, cultivated fields, is eafy to conceive. A 
father dies, and leaves a.decent houfe and rich 
farm to his fon; the fon modernizes the one, and 
• G 2 
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carefully tills the other; he marries the daughter 
of a friend and neighbour : this is the common prof- 
peft; but though it is rich and pleafant, yet 
it is far from being lb entertaining and inftruftive 
as the one now in my view. 

I had rather attend on the Ihore to welcome the 
poor European when he arrives. I obferve him in 
his firft moments of embarraffment, trace him 
throughout his primary difficulties, follow him ftep 
by ftep, until he pitches his tent on fome piece of 
land, and realizes that energetic wilh which has 
made him quit his native land, his kindred, and in¬ 
duced him to traverfe a boifterous ocean. It is there 
I want to obferve his firft thoughts, and feelings, 
the firft effays of an induftry, which hitherto has 
been fupprelied, I wifh to fee men cut down the firft 
trees, erect their new buildings, till their firft fields, 
reap their firft crops, and fay for the firft time in 
their lives, “ This is our own grain, raifed from 
American foil—on it we fliall feed and grow fat, 
and convert the reft into gold and filver.” I want 
to fee how the happy effects of their fobriety, ho- 
nefty, and induftry are firft difplayed : and who 
would not take a pleafure in feeing thefe ftrangers 
fettling as new countrymen, ftruggling with arduous 
difficulties, overcoming them, and becoming happy. 

Landing on this great continent is like going to 
fea ; they rnuft have a compafs, fome friendly di¬ 
cing needle; or elfe they will ufelcfsly err and 
wander for a long time, even with a fair wind : yet 
thefe are the ftruggles through which our forefathers 
have waded; and they have left us no other re¬ 
cords of them, but the poffelfion of our farms. The 
reflexions I make on thefe new new fettlers recal 
to my mind what my grandfather did in his days; 
they fill me with gratitude to his memory, as well 
as to that government, winch invited him to come. 



THE HEBRIDEAi 


and helped him when he arrived, as w ell as many 
others. Can I pafs over thefe reflexions, without re¬ 
membering thy name, O Penn ! thou befl of legil- 
lators; who by the wifdom of thy laws haft en¬ 
dowed human nature within the bounds of thy pro¬ 
vince, with ePery dignity it can poflibly enjoy in a 
civilized ftate ; and fhowed, by this lingular efta- 
blilhment, what all men might be, if they would 
follow thy example ! 

Iu the year 1770, I purchafed fome lands in the 

county of-, w'hich I intended for one of my 

fons; and was obliged to go there in order to fee 
them properly furveyed and marked out : the foil is 
good; but the country has a very wild afpeft. 
However, I obferved with pleafure, that land fells 
very fall; and I am in hopes, that when the lad 
gets a wife, it will be a well-fettled decent country. 
Agreeable to our cuftoms, which indeed are thole 
of nature, it is our duty to provide for our cldtft 
children v hile we live, in order that our homefteads 
may be left to the youngeft, who are the moft help- 
lefs. Some people are apt to regard the portions 
given to daughters as fo much loft to the family : 
but this is felfilh, and is not agreeable to my w r ay 
of thinking ; they cannot work as men do ; they 
marry young: I have given an honeft European a 
farm to till for himfelf, rent free, provided he clears 
an acre of fwamp every year, and that he quits it 
whenever my daughter (ball marry. It will procure 
her a fubllantial hulband, a good farmer—and that 
is all my ambition. 

While I was in the woods, I met with a party of 
Indians; I Ihook hands w ith them ; and I perceived 
they had killed a cub. I had a little peach brandy ; 
they perceived it alfo; we therefore joined company, 
kindled a large fire, ard ate. a hearty lupper. I made 
their hearts glad j'and we all repofed on good beds 
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of leaves. Soon after dark, I was fnrprifed to hear 
a prodigious hooting through the woods; the In¬ 
dians laughed heartily. One of them, more 
ikilful than the reft, mimicked the owls fo exadlly, 
that a very large one perched on a high tree over 
our fire. We foon brought him down ; he nxeafur- 
ed five feet fevcn inches from one extremity of 

the wings to the other. By captain-I have fent 

you the talons, on which I have had the heads of 
frnali candlefticks fixed. Pray keep them on the ta¬ 
ble of your ftudy for my fake. 

Contrary to my expectation, I found myfelf un¬ 
der the necefiity of going to Philadelphia, in order 
to pay the purchafe money, and to have the deeds 
properly recorded. I thought little of the journey, 
though it was above two hundred miles ; becaufe 
1 was well acquainted with many friends, at whofe 
homes I intended to flop. The third night after I 

left the woods, I put up at mr.-’s, the moft 

worthy citizen I know : he happened to lodge at 
inv houl'e when you was there—He kindly enquir¬ 
ed after your welfare, and deiired I would make a 
friendly mention of him to you. The neatnefs of 
thefe good people is no phenomenon ; yet I think 
this excellent family furpafles every thing I know. 
No foouer did I lie down to reft, than I thought 
myfelf in a moft odoriferous arbour, fo fweet and 
fragrant were the duets. Next morning I found 
my hoft in his orchard, deftroying caterpillars. I 
think, friend B. faid I, that thee art greatly depart¬ 
ed from the good rules of the iociety ; thee feem- 
eth to hive quitted that happy ft nplicity for which 
it hath hitherto been fo remarkable. Thy rebuke, 
friend James, is a pretty heavy one ; what motive 
canft thee have for thus accuiing us ? Thy kind 
wife made a niftaks laft evening^ I faid; fixe put 
me on.a bed of rofes, inftead of a common one; I 
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am not nfed to fuch delicacies. And is that all, friend 
James, that thee haft to reproach us with?—'lhee 
wilt not call it luxury, I hope ? thee canft not but 
know that it is the produce of our garden ; and 
friend Tope fayeth, that “ to enjoy is to obey.” 
1 his is a moft learned excufe indeed, friend E. and 
mult be valued, hecaufe it is founded upon truth. 
James, my wife hath done nothing mere to thy bed 
than what is done all the year round to all the beds 
in the family ; ihe fprinLles her linen v i.hroit-wa- 
ter before Ihe puts it under the preft ; it L her fancy, 
and I have nought to fay. But ths.* (halt not elcape. 
fo ; verily 1 will lend lor her ; thee and the nn.it 
lettie the matter, while I proceed on my work be¬ 
fore the fun gets too high.—1 ora, go thou, and call 
thy miftrels Jrhiladelplna. What, laid 1, is thy v. ife 
called by that name? I did not know that before, 
k’ll tell thee, James, how it came to pals her grand- 
mother was the hrll female child born alter Vv illiam 
Penn landed with the reft of our brethren; and 
in compliment to the city he intended to build, ihe 
u as called after the name he intended to give it; 
and fo there is always one ef the daughters of her 
family known by the name of Philadelphia. She loom 
came, and after a moft friendly altercation, I gave 
up the point; breakfafted, departed, and in four 
days reached the city. 

A week after, news came that a veffel was arrived 
with Scotch emigrants. Mr. C. and I went to the 
dock to fee them difembark. It was a Rene which 
infpired me with a variety of thoughts : here are, 
laid I to my friend, a number of people, driven by 
poverty, and other adverfe caufes, to a foreign 
land, in which they know nobody. The name cl a 
Granger, inftead of implying relief, afhllance, and 
kindnefs, on the contrary, conveys very different 
ideas. They are now diftiefied; their minds are 
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racked by a variety of apprehenfions, fears, and 
hores. It was this iall powerful fentiment which 
has orought them here. If they are good people, I 
pray that heaven may realii’e them. Whoever were 
to lee them tints gathered again in five or fix years, 
would behold a more plealing light, to which this 
would lerve as a very powerful contrail. By their 
honefty, the vygotir of their arms, and the benig¬ 
nity of government, their condition will be greatly 
improved ; they will be well clad, fat, poflelFed of 
that manly confidence which property confers; 
they will become ufcftil citizens* Some of their 
poftarity may act confpicuous parts in our future 
American traufaclions. Moll of them appeared pale 
and emaciated, from tile length of the paffage, and 
the indifferent provifion oh which they had lived. 
The number of children feemed as great as that 
of the people; they had all paid for being convey¬ 
ed here. 

The captain told us they were a qniet, peacea¬ 
ble, and harmlefs people, who had never dwelt in 
cities. This was a valuable cargo ; they feemed, a 
few excepted, to be in the full vigour of their lives. 
Several citizens, impelled either by fpontaueous at¬ 
tachments, or . motives of humanity, took many of 
them to their houfes; the city, agreeable to its 
ufual wifdom and humanity, ordered them all to be 
lodged in the barracks, and plenty of provifions to 
be given them. My friend pitched upon one alfo, 
and led him to his houfe, with his wife, and a fon 
about fourteen years of age. The majority of them 
had contracted for land the year before, by means 
of an agent ; the reft depended entirely upon 
chance ; and the one who followed us, was of this 
laft clafs. Poor man, he fmiled on receiving the in¬ 
vitation, and glad I v accepted it, bidding his wife 
and fon do the fame, in a language which I did 
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*ot underftand. He gazed with uninterupted at¬ 
tention on every thing he faw ; the houfes, the 
inhabitants, the negroes, and carnages : every thing 
appeared equally new to him ; and we went for.-, in 
order to give hint time to feed on this pleanng varie¬ 
ty. Good God ! laid he, is this Philadelphia, that 
bleffed city of bread and provilions, of which we 
have heard fo much ! I am told it was founded the 
fame year in which my father was born ; why it is 
finer than Greenock and Glafgow, which are ten 
times as old. Jt is fo, faid my friend to him; and 
when thee haft been here a month, thee will fcon 
fee that it is the capital of a fine province, of w'hich 
thou art going to be a citi7.cn : Greenock enjoys 
neither fuch a climate nor fuch a foil. Thus we 
flow ly proceeded along, when we met feveral larce 
Lancafter fix-horfe waggons, juft arrived from the 
country. At this flupendous fight, he flopped ihort, 
and with great diffidence allied us what was the 
ufe of theie great moving houfes, and where thole 
big horfes came front ! Have you none fuch at 
home, I allied him ? Oh no; thefe huge animals 
would eat all the grafs of our illand ! We at laft 
reached my friend’s lioufe, who, in the glow of 
well-meant hofpitality, made them all three fit 
down to a good dinner, and gave them as much cy¬ 
der as they could drink. God blefs this country, 
and the good people it contains, faid he ; this is the 
belt meal’s victuals I have made a long time—I 
thank you kindly. 

What part of Scotland doft thee come from, 
friend Andrew ! faid mr. C. Some of us come from 
the main, fome from the illand of Barra, he anfwer- 
ed—I myfelf am a Barra man. I looked on the 
map, and by its latitude, eafily guelled that it mull 
be an inhofpitable climate. What fort of land have 
y,ou got there ? I alked hint. Bad #nough, faid he ; 
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we have no fuch trees as I fee here, no wheat, na 
kine, no apples. Then, I obferved, that it nmft he 
hard for the poor to live. We liave no poor, he an. 
fwered, we are. all alike, except our laird; but he 
Cannot help every body. Pray what is the name of 
your laird? Mr. Neil, faid Andrew; the like 
of him is not' to be found in any of the ifles ; 
his forefathers have lived there thirty generations 
ago, as we are told. Now, gentlemen, you may 
judge what an ancient family eltate it nmft be. But it 
is cold, the land is thin, and there were too many 
of us, which are the reafons that fomc are come to 
to feek their fortunes here. Well, Andrew, what 
ftep do you intend to take, in order to become rich ? 
I do not know, lir; I am but an ignorant man, a 
ftranger belides—I mult rely on the advice of good 
chrittians; they would not deceive me, I am fore. 
I have brought with me a charafler from our Bar¬ 
ra minifter ; can it do me any good here ? Oh, yes; 
but your future fuccefs will depend entirely on your 
own conduft: if you are a fober man, as the certifi¬ 
cate fays, laborious, and honeft, there is no fear but 
that you will do well. Have you brought any money 
with you, Andrew ? Yes, fir, eleven guineas and 
an half. Upon my word, it is a conliderable fum 
for a Barra man; how came you by fo much mo¬ 
ney ? Why, feven years ago, I received a legacy of 
thirty-feven pounds from an uncle, who loved me 
much ; my wife brought me two guineas, when 
the laird gave her to me for a wife, which I have 
faved everfince. I have fold all I had ; 1 worked in 
Glafgow for fome time. I am glad to hear you are 
fo faving and prudent; be fo ftill: you muft go and 
hire yourfelf with fome good people ; what can 
you dof-Ican threfh a little, and handle the fpade. 
Can you plough ? Yes, fir, with a little breaft plough 
I have brought with me. Thefe- won’t do here. 
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Andrew ; you are an able man; if you are willing 
you will foon learn. I’ll tell you what I intend to 
-do ; I’ll fend you to my houfe, where you fhall flay 
two or three weeks ; there you muft exercife your- 
felf with the axe, that is the principal tool the Ame¬ 
ricans want, and particularly the back-fettlers. Can 
your wife fpin ? Yes, (he can. Well then, as foon 
as you are able to handle the axe, you lhall go and 
live with mr. P. R. aparticular friend of mine, who 
will give you four dollars per month, for the firft 
fix, and the nfual price of five as long as you remain 
with him. I fhall place your wife in another houfe, 
where Ihe fhall receive half a dollar a week for 
fpinning; and your fon a dollar a month to drive 
the team. You fhall have bolides good victuals to 
eat, and - good beds to lie on; will all this fatisfy 
you, Andrew? He hardly underflood what I faid ; 
the honeft tears of gratitude fell from his eyes as 
he looked at me, and its expreffionsfeemed to quiver 
on his lips. Though filent, this was faying a great 
deal; there was, belides, fomething extremely mov¬ 
ing to fee a man fix feet high, thus fhed tears; and 
this did not lcffen the good opinion I had entertained 
of him. At laft he told me, that my offers were 
more than he deferved, and that he would firft be¬ 
gin to work for his victuals. No, no, faid I, if von 
are careful and fober, and dd what you can, you 
fhall receive what I told you; after you have fer- 
ved a fhort apprenticefhip at my houfe. May God 
repay you for all your kindnefles, faid'Andrew : as 
long as I live I fhall thank you, and do what I can for 

you. A few days after I fent them all three to-, 

by the return of fome waggons, that he might have 
an opportunity of viewing and convincing himfelf of 
the utility of thofe machine's which he had at firft; 
Jo much admired. 

The further deferiptions he gave us of the He¬ 
ll 
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brides in general, and cfbis native ifland in parti¬ 
cular—of the cidloms ar.d modes of living cf the 
inhabitants—greatly entertained me. Pray is the 
fterility of the foil the caufe that there are no trees, 
or is it becaufe there are none planted ? AY hat are 
the modern families of ail the kings of the earth, 
compared to the date of that ©f mr. hieil ? Admitting 
that each generation ihculd iaft but forty years, this 
makes a period of 1200 ; an extraordinary duration 
for the uninterrupted defeent of any family ! 

Agreeably to the defeription he gave us of thofe 
countries, they l’eem to live according to the rules 
of nature, which gives them but bare fubfiftence ; 
their coniiitutions are uncontaminated by any excefs 
or effeminacy, which their foil refnfes. If their al T 
lowance of food is not too fcanty, they muft all be 
healthy by perpetual temperance and exercife ; if 
fo, they are amply rewarded for their poverty. 

Couid they have obtained but necelfary food, they 
would not have left it; for it was not in confequence 
of opprelfion, either from their patriarch or the go¬ 
vernment, that they had emigrated. I wifh we had 
a colony of thefe honeft people fettled in fome parts 
of this province ; their morals, their religion, feem 
to be as fimple as their manners. This fociety would 
prefent an interefting fpeftacle, could they be tranf- 
ported on a richer foil. But perhaps that foil would 
foon alter every thing ; for our opinions, vices and 
virtues, are altogether local ; we are machines, 
falhioned by every circumftance around 11 s. 

Andrew arrived at my houfe a week before I did, 
and I found my wife, agreeably to my inftructiom, 
had placed the axe in his hands, as his firft talk. 
For fome time he was very aukward; but he was 
fo docile, fo willing, and grateful, as well as his 
wife, that I forefaw he would fucceed. Agreeably 
tQ my promife, I put them all with different families^ 
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where they were well Eked, and all parties were 
pleafed. Andrew worked hard, lived well, grew fat, 
and every Sunday came to pay me a vifit on a good 
horle, which mr. P. R. lent iiini. Poor man it took 
him a long time ere he could lit on the laddie and 
hold the bridle properly. I believe he had never 
before mounted fuch a beaft, though 1 did not 
choofe to afk him that qucltion, for fear it might 
fuggeft fome mortifying ideas. After having been 
twelve months at mr. P. R’s, and having received 
his own and his family’s wages, which amounted to 
eighty-four dollars ; he came to fee me on a week 
day, and told me, that he was a man of middle age, 
and would willingly have land of his own, in order 
to procure him a home, as a ihelter againft old age : 
that whenever this period (liould come, his fon, to 
whom he would give his land, would then maintain 
him, and thus live all together ; he therefore requir¬ 
ed my advice and alfiftance. I'thought his defire 
very natural and praife-worthy, and told him that 
I lhould think of it, but that he nnift remain one. 
month longer with mr. P. R. who had 3000 rails 
to fplit. He immediately confented. The fpring was 
not far advanced enough yet for Andrew- to begin 
clearing any land, even fuppoling that he had made 
a purchafe ; as it is always neceffary that the leaves 
lhould be out, in order that this additional combuf- 
tible may ferve to burn the heaps of brufli more 
readily. 

A few days after, it happened that the whole fa¬ 
mily of mr. P. R. went to meeting, and left An¬ 
drew to take care of the houfe. While he w'as at 
the door, attentively reading the bible, nine Indi¬ 
ans juft come from the mountains, fnddenly made 
their appearance, and unloaded their packs of furs 
on the floor of the piazza. Conceive, if you can, 
what was Andrew’s confternation at this cittraor- 
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dinary fight! From the fir.gr.hr appearance of theft 
people, the hor.eft l.ehridcan took them for a law- 
lefs band come to rob his trailer's houfe. He there¬ 
fore, like a faithful guardian, precipitately with¬ 
drew, and il ut the doors ; but as nioft of our houfes 
are without locks, he v.as reduced to the neceffity 
cf fixing li knife over the latch, and then flew up 
ihrs in queft of a broad fword which he had 
brought from Scotland. 

The Indians, who were mr. P. R’s particular 
friends, guefed at his fuipicions and fears ; they 
forcibly lifted the door, and luddenly took poflef- 
lion of the houfe, got ail the bread and meat they 
wanted, and fat themfelves down by' the fire. At 
this inltant Andrew, with his broad iword in his 
hand, entered the room ; the Isidians earneftly 
looking at hint, and attentively watching his motions. 
After a very few reflexions, Andrew found that 
his weapon was ufclefs, when oppofed to nine to- 
tnahawks; but this did not diminiih his anger ; on 
the contrary, it grew’greater on obferving the calm 
impudence with wmut tncy welc uGFumlhg T„C ,1- 
milyprovifions. Unable torelill, he called them names 
in broad Scotch, and ordered then) to delift, and 
he gone ; to which the Indians (as they told nte 
afterwards) replied in their equally broad idiom. 
It mull have been a nioft unintelligible altercation 
between this honeft Barra man, and nine Indians, 
who did not much care for any thing he could fay. 
At laft he ventured to lay his hands on one of 
them, in order to turn him out of the heufe. 
Here Andrew’s fidelity got the better of his pru¬ 
dence ; for the Indian, by his motions, threatened 
to lcalp him, w'hile the reft gave the war hoop. 
This horrid node fo effectually frightened poor 
Andrew, that, unmindful of his courage, of his 
broad fword, and his intentions, he ruffed out, left 
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them matters of the houfe, and difappeared. I have 
heard one of the Indians fay lince, that he never 
laughed fo heartily in his life. Andrew at a dif- 
tance, foon recovered from the fears which had been 
infpircdby this infernal yell, and thought of no other 
remedy than to go to the meeting houfe, which 
was about two m.les dittant. In the eagernefs of 
his honeft intentions, with looks of affright ftiil 
marked on his countenance, he called mr. P. il. out, 
and told him with great vehemence of ftyle, that 
nine montters were come to his houfe—foine blue, 
fotne r-d, and fome black ; that they had little axes 
in their hands, out of which they fmoked ; and that 
like highlanders, they had no breeches; that they 
were devouring all his victuals, and that God only 
knew what they would do more. Pacify yourleif, 
faid mr. P. R. my houfe is as fafe with tlicfe peo¬ 
ple, as if I was there myfelf ; as for the victuals, 
they are heartily welcome, honeft Andrew ; they 
are not people of much ceremony ; they help 
themfelves thus whenever they are among their 
friends; I do fo too in their wigwams, whenever I 
go to their village : you had better therefore ftep in 
and hear the remainder of the fermon, and when 
the meeting is over, we will all go back in the wag¬ 
gon together. 

At their return, mr. P. R. who fpeaks the In¬ 
dian language very well, explained the whole mat¬ 
ter ; the indans renewed their laugh, and fliook 
hands with honeft Andrew, whom they made fnioke 
out of their pipes ; and thuspeace was made, and 
ratified according to the Indian cuftom, by the ca- 
lumet. 

Soon after this adventure, the time approached 
when i had pro.n'fed Andrew my belt alliftance to 
fettle him; for that purpole I went to Mr. A. V. in 
the county of who, I was informed, had pus* 

ii} 
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chafed a track of land, contiguous to-fettle- 

ment. I gave him a faithful detail of the progrefs 
Andrew had made in the rural arts ; of his honef- 
ty, fobriety, and gratitude, and prelfed him to fell 
him an hundred acres. '1 his 1 cannot comply with, 
laid nir. A. V. but at the fame time I will do bet¬ 
ter ; I love to encourage honeft Europeans as much 
as you do, and to fee them profper : you tell me he 
has but one fon; I will leal’e them an hundred a- 
cres for any term of years you pleafe, and make 
it more valuable to your Scotchman than if he was 
poffeiled of the fee fimple. By that means he may, 
with what little money he has, buy a plough, a 
team, and fome ltock ; he will not be encumbered 
with debts and mortgages; what he raifes will be 
his own ; had he two or three Cons as able as him- 
felf; then I lliould think it more eligible for him to 
purchafe the fee fimple. I join with you in opinion, 
and will bring Andrew along with me in a few 
days. 

Well, honeft Andrew’, faid mr. A. V. in confide- 
xat on of your good name, I will let you have an 
hundred acres of good arable land, that fliall be 
laid out along a new road ; there is a bridge al¬ 
ready erected on the cretk thatpafies through the 
land, and a fine fwamp of about twenty acres. 
Thefe are my terms. 1 cannot fell; hilt I will leafe 
j'oti the quantity that mr. Janies, your friend, has 
alked ; the firft Seven years you 11 .all pay no rent : 
whatever you fow and reap, and plant and gather, 
ihall be entirely your own ; neither the govern¬ 
ment nor. the church, will have any claim on your 
future property : the remaining part of the time 
you muft give me twelve dollars and an half a 
year; and that is all you will have to pay me. 
Within- the three firft years, you muft plant fifty ap. 
pie trees,, and dear ieven'acres. of fwamp witlfij* 
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the firft part of the leafe ; it will be your own ad. 
vantage : whatever you do mote within that time, 

I will pay. you for it, at the common rate of the 
country. The term of the leafe ihal! be thirty years; 
hosv do you like it, Andrew ? Ch, Sir, it is ''ery good ; 
but 1 am afraid, that the governor, or fome oi our 
great men, will come and take the land from me ; 
your fon may fay to me, by and by, this is my fa¬ 
ther’s land, Andrew, you mult quit it. No, no, lauf 
mr- A. V. there is no fitch danger ; they are too 
juft to take the labour of a poor fettler; here we 
have no great men, but what are fubordinate to out* 
laws ; but to calm all your fears, I will give you a 
leafe, lo that none can make you afraid. If ever 
you are dilfatisfied with the land, a jury of your 
own neighbourhood ihall value all your improve¬ 
ments, and you ihall be paid agreeably to their 
verdict. You may fell the leafe, cr, if yon die, 
you may previoully dilpofe of it, as if the land was 
your own. 

Expreiiive, yet inarticulate joy, was mixed in his 
countenance, which feemed imprelTed with aftonifn- 
mcnt and confulion. Do you underhand me well? 
faid mr. A. V. No, fir, replied Andrew. ] know no¬ 
thing of what you mean about leafe, improvement, 
will, jury, &c. '1 hat is honeft ; we will exj lain thefe 
things to you by and by. It muft be confelfeci that 
thole were hard words, which he had never heard 
in his life; for by his account the ideas, they con¬ 
vey would be totally ufelds in the illnnd of Barra. 
No wonder, therefore, that he was embarraffed ; 
for how could the man, who had hardly a will of 
his own, (ince he W'as born, imagine he could have 
one after his death ? How could the perfon, w ho 
never polTeffed any thing, conceive that he could 
extend his new dominion over this land, even after 
Jje Ihouldbe laid ia his grave i fox my part, l thiafe 
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Andrew’s amazement did not imply any extraordi¬ 
nary degree of ignorance; he was an aftor intro¬ 
duced upon a new fcene ; it required fotnt t;n e ere 
he could reconcile himfelf to the part he was to per¬ 
form. However,he was foon eniign.entd, and .ntro- 
duced into thofe myfleries with which we native 
Americans are but too well acquainted. 

Here then is honeit Andrew, invaded with every 
municipal advantage they confer; heco.oe a free¬ 
holder, poiTefled of a vote, of a place of residence, 
a citizen of the province of i-’ennljlvama. Andrew's 
original hopes and the diftant profpects lie had form¬ 
ed in theilland of Barra, were at the eve of being 
realized : we therefore caneafily forgive him a few 
fpontaneous ejaculations, which would be ufelefs to 
repeat. This ihort tale is eafily told ; few words 
are fufficient to deferibe this hidden change of litua- 
tion ; but in his mind it was gradual, and took him 
above a week before he canid be lure, that without 
dilburfirig any money he could poffefs lands. Soon 
after he prepared himfelf; I lent him a barrel of 
pork, and 2oolb. weight of meal, and made him pur* 
chafe what was necelfary belides. 

He fet out, and hired a room in the houfe of a 
fettler who lived the molt contiguous to his own 
land. His firll work was to clear fome acres of fwamp, 
that he might have a fupply of hay the following 
year for his two horfes and cows. From the frit 
day he began to work, be was indefatigable; his 
honefty procured him friends, and his indullry the 
efteem of his new neighbours. One of them offered 
him two acres of cleared land, whereon he might 
plant corn, pumpkins, fqtiallies, and a few potatoes, 
that very feafon. It is aftomlhinghow quick men will 
learn when they work for themfelves. Ifaw with 
pleafure two months after, Andrew holding a two- 
£orfe plough and tracing his furrows quite ftraight; 
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thus the fpade man of the iliand of Barra was become' 
the tiller of American foil. Well done, faid I, An¬ 
drew, well done ; I fee that God fpeeds and direfts 
your works; I fee profperity delineated in all your 
furrows and head lands. Ilaife this crop of corn 
with attention and care, and then you will be maf- 
ter of the art. *- 

As he had neither mowing nor reaping to do that 
year, I told him that the time was come to build 
his houfe ; and that for thispurpofe I would myfelf 
invite the neighbourhood to a frolic ; that thus he 
would have a large dwelling ereited, and fome up¬ 
land cleared in one day. Mr. P. R. his old friend, 
came at the time appointed, with all his hands, and 
brought victuals in plenty : I did the fame. About 
forty people repaired to the fpot: the fongs, and 
merry ftories went round the woods from duller to 
duller, as the people had gathered to their different 
works; trees fell on all fides, bulhes were cut up 
and heaped ; and while many were thus employed, 
others with their teams hauled the big logs to the 
lpot which Andrew had pitched upon for the erec¬ 
tion of his new dwelling. We all dined in the 
woods ; in the afternoon the logs were placed with 
Acids, and the ufual contrivances : thus the rude houfe 
was raifed, and above two acres of land cutup, clear¬ 
ed, and heaped. 

Whilll all thefe different operations were per¬ 
forming, Andrew was abfolutely incapable of work¬ 
ing ; it was to him the mollfolemn holiday he had 
ever leen ; it would have been facrilegious in him 
to have defiled it with menial labour. Poor man, 
lie famhilied it with joy and thankfgiving, and honeft 
libations—he went from one to the other with the 
bottle in his hand,pre!fiug every body to drink, and 
drinking himfelf to lliow the example. Fe fpent the 
whole day in fmilmg, laughing, and uttering mono-. 
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fyllables : his wife and Ton were there alfo ; hut as 
they could not underftand the language, their plea- 
fure muft have been altogether that of the imagina¬ 
tion. The powerful lord, the wealthy merchant, on 
feeing the luperb manllon finilLed, never can feel 
half the joy and real happinefs which was felt and 
enjoyed on that day by this houeft Hebridean 5 
though this new dwelling, ere&ed in the midfl of 
the woods, was nothing more than a fquare inclo- 
fure, compofed of twenty-four large clumfy logs, let 
in at the ends. When the work was finilhed, the 
company made the woods relbund with the noife of 
their three cheers, and the honeft wifhes they form¬ 
ed for Andrew’s profper.ty. He could lay nothing ; 
but with thankful tears he lliook hands with them all. 

Thus from the firft day he had landed, Andrew 
inarched towards this important event: this memo¬ 
rable day made the fun fhine on that land on which 
he was to low wheat and other grain; What fwamp 
he had cleared lay before his door ; the eflence 
of future bread, milk, and meat, were fcattered all 
round him. Soon after he hired a carpenter, who 
put oh a roof and laid the floors ; in a week more 
the houfe was properly plaftered, and the chimney 
finilhed. He moved into it, and purchafedtwo cows, 
which found plenty of food in the woods—his hogs 
,had the fame advantage. That very year, he and his 
fon fowed three bulhels of wheat, from which he 
reaped ninety-one and a half; fori had ordered him 
to keep an exact account of all he lliould raife. His 
firft crop of other corn would have been as good, 
had it not been for the fquirrels, which were enemies, 
not to be difperfed by the broad fword. The fourth 
year I took an inventory of what this man pof- 
fefled, which I fend you. Soon after, further fettle- 
ments were made on that road, and Andrew, inflead 
of being the laft man towards the wildernefs, found 
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himfelf in a few years in the middle of a numerous 
fociety. He helped others as generoufiy as others 
had helped him ; and 1 have dined many times at 
his table with feveral of his neighbours. The it. 
cond year he was made overfeer of the road, and 
ferved on two petty juries, performing as a citizen 
all the duties required of him. The hiltoriographer 
of l'ome great prince or general, does not bring his 
hero victorious to the end of a fuccefsful campaign, 
with one half of the heart-felt pleafure, with which 
I have conducted Andrew to the fituation he now 
enjoys: he is independent and eafy. Triumph and 
military honours do not always imply thofe two 
bleflings. He is unincumbered with debts, Cervices, 
rents, or any other dues; the fucceiTes of a cam¬ 
paign, the laurels of w ar, muff be purchafcd at the 
dearefl rate, which makes every cool, refledting ci¬ 
tizen to tremble and fhudder. By the literal ac¬ 
count hereunto annexed, you will eaftly be made 
acquainted with the happy effedts which conftantly 
flow, in this country, from fobriety and induftry, 
when united with good land and freedom. 

The account of the property he acquired with his 
own hands, and thofe of his fon, in four years, is as 
under : 

Dollars. 


The value of his improvements and leafe 225 

Six cows, at 13 dollars 7 8 

Two breeding mares, 50 

The reft of the flock too 

Seventy-three bufhels of wheat 66 

Money due .to him on notes 43 

Pork and beef in his cellar 28 

Wool and flax 19 

Ploughs and other utenfils of hufbandry 31 

249I. Pennfylvania currency—dollars 640 
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LETTER IV, 

Pefcription of the ifland of Nantucket, with the man¬ 
ners, cufioms, policy, and trade of the inhabitants, 

T HE greateft compliment that can be paid to the 
beft of kings, to the* wifeft minifters, or the 
moft patriotic rulers, is to think, that the reforma¬ 
tion of political abufes, and the happinefs of their 
people are the primary objedls of their attention. 
But alas ! how difagreeable muft the work of refor¬ 
mation be ! how dreaded the operation ! for we hear 
of no amendment: on the contrary, the great num¬ 
ber of European emigrants, yearly coming over 
Jiere, inform us, that the feverity of taxes, the in- 
juftice of laws, the tyranny of the rich, and the op- 
prelTive avarice of the church, are as intolerable as 
ever. Will tliefe calamities have no end ? Are not 
the great rulers of the earth afraid of lofing by 
degrees, their moft ufeful fubjects ? This country, 
providentially intended for the general afylum of 
the world, will flourilh by the oppreflion of other 
people ; they will every day become better acquaint¬ 
ed with the happinefs we enjoy, and feek for the 
means of tranfporting themfelves here, in fpite of 
of all obftades and laws. To what purpofe then 
have fo many ufeful books and divine maxims been 
tranfmitted to us from preceding ages? Are they all 
vain, all ufelefs ? Muft human nature ever be the 
fport of the few, and its many wounds remain un¬ 
healed ? How happy are we here, in having fortu¬ 
nately efcaped the miferies which attended our fa¬ 
thers ; how thankful ought we to be, that they 
reared us in a land where fobriety and indiiftry 
never fail to meet with the moft ample rewards! 
You have, no doubt, read feveral hiftories of 
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this continent; yet there are a thoufand facts, a 
thoufand explanations overlooked. Authors will cer¬ 
tainly convey to you a geographical knowledge of 
this country ; they will acquaint you with the eras 
of the leveral fettlements, the foundations of our 
towns, the fpirit of our different charters, &c. yet 
they do not fufficiently dil'clofe the genius of the 
people, their various cuftoms, their modes of agri¬ 
culture, the innumerable refources which the indul- 
trious have, of raffing themfelves to a comfortable 
and eai'y fituation. Few of thefe writers have re- 
fided here ; and thofe who have, had not pervaded 
every part of the country, nor carefully examined 
the nature and principles of our affociation. It would 
be a talk worthy a fpeculative genius, to enter in¬ 
timately into the lituation and characters of the 
people, from Nova Scotia to Welt Florida; and 
lurely hiflory cannot poliibly prefent any lubject 
more plealing to behold. Senlibie how unable 1 ant 
to lead you through fo vaft a maze, let us look 
attentively for fome fmall unnoticed corner ; but 
where {hall we go in quell of Inch a one ? Number- 
lefs fettlements, each dillinguilhed by fome peculi¬ 
arities, prefent themfelves on every tide ; all feem 
to realife the molt fanguine willies that a good man 
could form for the happinefs of his race. Here they 
live by filhing on the molt plentiful coalts in the 
world ; there they fell trees, by the fides of large 
rivers, for malts and lumber; here others convert 
innumerable logs into the belt boards ; there again 
others cultivate the land, rear cattle and clear 
large fields. Yet I have a fpot in my view', where 
none of thefe occupations are performed, which will, 
I hope, reward us for the trouble of inipeciion ; but 
though it is barren in its foil, infignificant in its ex¬ 
tent, inconvenient in its fituation, deprived of 
materials for building ; it feems to have been inhfc 
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bited merely to prove what mankind can do, when-, 
happily governed ! Here I can point to you exer¬ 
tions of the molt fuccefsful induftry—inllances of 
native i'agacity unaiiifted by fcience— the happy 
fruitsof a vvell-divecled perfeverance. It is always a 
refrefhing Ipeftacle to me, when, in my review of 
tlie various component parts of this immenfe lulxle , 

I obferve the labours of the inhabitants linguiarly 
rewarded by nature ; when I fee them emerged out 
of their firft difficulties, living with decency and 
eafe, and conveying to their pofteriry that plentiful 
i'ubfiftence, which their fathers have fo defervedly 
earned. But when their profperity arifes from the 
goodnefs of the climate, and fertility of the foil, 

I partalce of their happinefs, it is true ; yet flay but 
a little while with them, as they exhibit nothing 
but wliat is natural and common. On the contra¬ 
ry, when I meet with barren fpots fertilized, grafs 
growing where none grew before ; grain gathered 
from fields which had hitherto produced nothing 
better than brambles; dwellings raifed where no 
building materials were to be found; wealth ac¬ 
quired by the moll uncommon means; there I paufe, 
to dwell on the favourite object of my fpeculative 
enquiries. Willingly do I leave the former to en¬ 
joy the odoriferous furrow, or their rich vallies, 
with anxiety repairing to the fpot, where fo many 
difficulties have been overcome; where extraordinary 
exertions have produced extraordinary effefts, and 
where every natural obftacle has been removed by a 
vigorous induftry. 

I want not to record the annals of the ifland of 
.Nantucket: its inhabitants have no annals; for they 
are not a race of warriors. My limple wiffi is to 
traN them throughout their progreffive fteps, from 
their arrival here to this prefent hour; to enquire 
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by what means they have railed themfclves from 
the moft humble, the moil infignificant beginnings, 
to the eafe and the wealth they now potTet's ; and to 
give you fome idea of their cuflonis, religion, man¬ 
ners, policy, and mode of living. 

This happy fettlement was not founded on intrull- 
on, forcible entries, or blood, as fo many others have - 
been ; it drew its origin from neceiiity on the one 
lide, and from good will on the other ; and everfince, 
all has been a lcene of uninterrupted harmony. Nei¬ 
ther political nor religious broils; neither difprtes 
with the natives, nor any other contentions, have 
in the lead: agitated or diiturbed its detached foci- 
ety. Yet the firh founders knew nothing either of 
Lycurgus or Solon ; for this fettlement has not been 
the work of eminent men, or powerful legiflators, 
forcing nature by the accumulated labours of art. 
This lingular edablilhment has been effected by means 
of that native indudry and perfeverance common to 
all men, when they are protected by a government 
which demands but little for its protection : when 
they are permitted to enjoy a fyftem of rational 
laws founded on perfcCt freedom. 1 he' mildnefs and 
humanity of fuch a government neceiTarily implies 
that confidence which is the fource of the mod ar¬ 
duous undertakings and permanent" fuccefs. Would 
you believe that a Candy fpot, of about twenty-three 
thoufand acresi, affording neither dones nor timber, 
meadows nor arable, yet can boad of an handfome 
town, confiding of more than 500 houfes, Ihould 
pofTefs above 200 fail of vellels, condantly employ 
upwards of 2000 feamen, feed more than 15,000 
Iheep, 500 cows, 200 horles; and has feveral citi¬ 
zens worth 2o,oog1- derling ! Yet all thel’e fads are 
uncontro verted. 

Who would have imagined, that any people 
ihould have abandoned a fruitful and extenfive con- 
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tinent, filled with the riches which the moft ample 
vegetation affords ; replete with good foil, enamel¬ 
led meadows, rich paftnres, every kind of timber, 
and with all other materials neceffary to render life 
happy and comfortable : to come and inhabit a little 
land-bank, to which nature had refufed thole ad¬ 
vantages ; to dwell on a fpot where there fcarcely 
grew a lhrub to announce, by the budding of its 
leaves, the arrival of the fpring, and to warn by 
their fall the proximity of winter ? Had this ifland 
been contiguous to the Ihores of l'ome ancient mo¬ 
narchy, it would only have been occupied by a few 
wretched lilhermen, who, oppreffed by poverty, 
would hardly have been able to purchafe or build 
little filhing barks ; always dreading the weight cf 
taxes, or the lervitude of men of war. Inftead of 
that boldnefs of (peculation for which the inhabitants 
of this ifland are fo remarkable, they would fearfully 
have confined themfelves, within the narrow limits 
of the moft trifling-attempts; timid in their excur- 
fions, they never would have extricated themfelves 
from their firft difficulties. This ifland, on the con¬ 
trary, contains five thoufand hardy people, who 
boldly derive their riches from the element that 
lurronnds them, and have been compelled by the 
fterility of the foil to feek abroad for the means cf 
fublifience. You mull not imagine, from the recital 
of thefe faffs, that they enjoyed any exclufive privi¬ 
leges or royal charters, or that they were nul led by 
particular immunities in the infancy of their lettle- 
ment. No, their freedom, their Ikill, their probity, 
and perfeverance, have accompli Ihcd every thing, 
and brought them by degrees to the rank they now 
hold. 

from this firftlketch, I hope that my partiality to 
this ifland will be jultified. Perhapsyou hardly know 
that fitch a one exifts in the neighbourhood of Cape 
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Cod. What has happened here, has and will happen , 
every where elfe. Give mankind the full rewards of ' 
their induftry, allow them .to enjoy the fruit of 
their labour under the peaceable /hade of their 
vines and fig-trees, leave their native aftivity 
un/hackled and free, like a fair ftream without dams 
or other obflacles ; the firft will fertilize the very 
land on which they tread, the other exhibit a navi¬ 
gable river, fpreading plenty and cheerfulnefs, 
wherever the declivity of the ground leads it. If 
thcfe people are not famous for tracing the fragrant 
furrow on the plain, they plough the rougher ocean, 
they gather from its furface, at an immcnfe diftance, 
and with Herculean labours, the riches it affords ; 
they go to hunt and catch that huge fi/lt which by 
its ilrength and velocity one would imagine ought 
to be beyond the reach of man. This ifland has no¬ 
thing deferving of notice but its inhabitants; here you 
meet with neither ancient monuments, fpacious halls, 
folemn temples, nor elegant dwellings ; not a cita¬ 
del, nor any kind of fortification, not even a bat¬ 
tery to rend the air with its loud peals on any fo¬ 
lemn occafion. As for their rural improvements, 
they are many, but all of the moil Ample and ufe- 
ful kind. 

|The ifland of Nantucket lies in latitude 41 0 10'. 
ico miles N. E. from Cape Cod ; 27 N. from Hyanes 
or Barnftable, a town on the moil contiguous part 
of the great peninfula ; 21 miles W. by N. from 
Cape Pog, on the vineyard; 50 W. by N. from 
Wood’s hole, on Elizabeth ifland ; 80 miles ,N- from 
Bolton : 120 from Rhode Ifland ; 800 miles from 
Bermudas. Sherborn is the only town on the ifland, 
which confifts of about 530 houfes, that have been 
framed on the main; they are lathed and plai/tered 
within, handfomely painted and boarded without; 
bach has a cellar underneath, built with llones 
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fetched alfo from the main : they are all of a fimilar 
eonftruftion and appearance ; plain, and entirely de¬ 
void of exterior or interior ornament. I obferved 
but one which was bhilt of bricks, belonging to 
mr. —— ; but, like the reft, it is unadorned. 

The' town ftands on a riling fand-bank, on the 
weft fide of the harbour, which is very fafe from all 
winds. There are two places of worfhip, one for 
the fociety of friends, the other for that of prelby- 
terians ; and in the middle of the town, near the 
market-place, ftands a fimple building, which is the 
county court-houfe. The town regularly afcends 
toward the country, and in its vicinage they have 
feveral fmall fields and gardens yearly manured with 
the dung of their cows, and the foil of their ftreets. 
There are a good many cherry and peach trees 
planted in their ftreets and in many other places ; 
the apple tree does not thrive well ; they have 
therefore planted but few. 

The ifland contains no mountains, yet is very un¬ 
even ; and the many riling grounds and eminences 
with which it is filled, have formed in the feveral 
vallies a great variety of fwamps, where the Indian 
grafs and the blue bent, peculiar to fuch foils, grow 
with tolerable luxuriancy. Some of the fwamps 
abound with peat, which ferves the poor inftead of 
fire-wood. There are fourteen ponds en this ifiarid, 
all extremely nfeful, fome lying rranfverfely, alrhoft 
acrofs it, which greatly help to divide it into par¬ 
titions for the life of their cattle; others abound with 
peculiar fifh and fea fowds. Their ftreets are not pav¬ 
ed ; but this is attended with little inconvenience, 
as it is never crouded with country carriages ; and 
thofe they have in the town are feldom made ufe of 
but in the time of the coming in and before the 
failing of their fleets. At my firft landing, I was 
much furprifed at the difagreeable fmell which 
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ftruck me in many parts of the town ; it is cauf- 
ed by the whale oil, and is unavoidable ; the 
neatnefs peculiar to thefe people can neither re¬ 
move or prevent it. There are near the wharfs a 
great many ftorehouies, where their ftaple commo¬ 
dity is depolited, as well as the innumerable materi¬ 
als which are always wanted to repair and fit out fo 
many whale-men. 

They have three docks, each three hundred feet 
long, and extremely convenient; at the head of 
which there are ten feet of water ; Thefe docks 
are built like thofe in Bofton, of logs fetched from 
the continent, filled with ftones, and covered with 
fand. Between thefe docks and the tow n, there is 
room fufficient for the landing of goods and for 
the paffage of their numerous carts; for almoft eve¬ 
ry man here has one : the wharfs to the north and 
fouth of the docks, are built of the fame materials, 
and give a ftranger, at his firft landing, an high idea 
of the profperity of thefe people ; and there is room 
around thefe three docks for 300 fail of veflels. 

When their fleets have been luccefsful, the buftle 
and hurry of bufinefs on this fpot for fome days af¬ 
ter their arrival, would make you imagine, that 
Sherborn is the capital of a very opulent and large 
province* On that point of land, which forms the 
weft fide of the harbour, ftands a very neat light- 
houfe ; the oppofite peninfula, called Coitou, fe- 
cures it from the moft dangerous winds. 1 here are 
but few gardens .and arable fields in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the town ; for nothing can be more fterile 
and fandy than this part of the ifland ; they have, 
how'ever, with unwearied perfeverance, by bringing 
a variety of manure, and by cow-penning, enriched 
feveral fpots where they raife Indian corn, potatoes, 
pumkins, turnips, &c. On the higheft part of this 
fandy eminence, four windmills grind the grain they 
raife or import; and contiguous to them their rope 
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walk is to be leen, where full half of their cordage 
is manufactured. Between the lhores of the har¬ 
bour, the docks, and the town, there is a moft ex¬ 
cellent piece of meadow, inclofed and manured 
with fuch coft-and pains as fhow how ngcellary 
and precious grafs is at Nantucket. Tnwjfipds the 
point of Shemah, the ifland is more level and the foil 
better ; and there they have cor.fiderable lots well 
fin.ed and richly manured, where they diligently 
raife their yearly crops. There are but very few 
farms on this ifland ; becaufe there are but very few 
foots that will admit of cultivation without the atfif- 
tance of dung and other manure ; which is very 
expenlive to fetch from the main. 

This ifland was patented in the year 1671, by 
twenty-feven proprietors, under the province of 
New-York ; which then claimed all the iflands from 
the Newsy- Sink to cape Cod. They found it fo uni- 
verfally barren and fo unfit for cultivation, that they 
mutually agreed not to divide it, as each could neither 
live on, nor improve that lot which might fall to his 
fliare. They then call their eyes on the fea, and 
finding the'mfelves obliged to become filhermen, they 
looked for a harbour, and having found one, they 
determined to build a town in its neighbourhood 
and to dwell together. For that purpofe they furvey- 
ed as much ground as would afford to each what 
is generally called here a home-lot. Forty acres 
were thought fufficient to anfwer this double pur¬ 
pofe ; for to what end Ihould they covet more land 
than they could improve, or even inclofe ? not being 
poffefTed of a fingle tree, in the whole extent of 
their new dominion. This was all the territorial 
property they allotted ; the reft they agreed to hold 
in common ; and feeing that the fcanty grafs of the 
ifland might feed fheep ; they agreed that each pro¬ 
prietor llioulu be entitled to feed on it, if he pleaded, 
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560 flieep. By this agreement, the national flock 
was to conliftof 15,120 ; that is, the undivided part 
of theifland was by fuch means ideally divifible into 
as many parts or lhares; to which, neverthelefs, 
no certain determinate quantity of land was affixed : 
for they knew not how much the ifland contained, 
nor could the moll judicious furveyor fix this fin all 
quota as to quality and quantity. Further they 
agreed, in cafe the grafs fhould grow better by feed¬ 
ing, that then four fheep Ihould reprefent a cow, 
and two cows a horfe ; fuch was the method this 
wife people took to enjoy in common their new fet- 
tlement: fuch was the mode of their firft eltablifh- 
ment, which may be truly and literally called a 
paftoral one. Several hundred of Iheep-paftnre titles 
have fmce been divided on thofe different tracks, 
which are now cultivated; the reft by inheritance 
and intermarriages have been fo fubdivided, that it 
is very common for a girl to have no other porti¬ 
on but her outfet and four flieep paftures, or the 
privilege of feeding a cow. But as this privilege 
is founded on an ideal, though real title to home 
unknown piece of land, which one day or ano¬ 
ther may be afcertained ; thefe Jheip-paJhtre tiilet 
fhould convey to your imagination, fomething more 
valuable and of greater credit than the mere advan- 
tage ariling from the benefit of a cow, which irv 
that cafe would be no more than a right of com¬ 
monage. Whereas, here, as labour grows cheaper, 
as misfortunes from their fea adventures may hap¬ 
pen ; each perfon pofTeffed of a luificient number of 
thefe flieep-pafture titles, may one day realize them 
on fome peculiar lpot; fuch as fliall be adjudged by 
the council of the proprietors to be adequate to their 
value ; and this is the reafon that thefe people very 
unwillingly fell thofe fma!l rights, and efteem them 
more than yon would imagine. They are the repre- 
fentation of a future freehold ; they cherilh in the 
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mind of the pofltfibr a latent, though diflant, hope, 
that by his fuccefs in his next whale feafon, he 
may be able to pitch on iomeprediltdlcd fpot, and 
there build hinilelf a home, to which he may retire, 
: and fpend the latter end of his days in peace. A 
■council of proprietors always exifts in this ifland, 
who decide their territorial differences ; their titles 
are recorded in the books of the county which 
•this town reprefents, as well as every conveyance of 
■lands and other fales. 

This ifland families the naturalift with few or no 
•objects worthy obfervation : it appears to. be the 
uneven fummit of a fandv fubmarine mountain, co- 
'vered here arid there with forrel, grafs, a few cedar 
bullies, and fernbby oaks; their fwamps are much 
more valuable for the peat they contain, than for 
the trifling pafture of their furface ; thole declining 
grounds, which lead to the fea-lhores, abound with 
leach grafs, a light fodder when cut and cured, but 
very good when fed green. On the ealt fide of the 
ifland they have feveral trafts of fait grafles, which, 
being carefully fenced, yield a conliderable quantity 
«f that w'holefome fodder- 

Among the many ponds or lakes with which this 
ifland abounds, there are fome which have been 
made by the intnriion of the lea, fuch as Wiwidiah, 
the Long, the Narrow, and feveral others ; confe- 
quently thole are fait, and the others frelh. The 
former anfwer two conliderable purpofes, fir 11 by 
enabling them to fence the ifland with greater faci¬ 
lity ; at peculiar high tides a great number of fifli 
enter into them, where they feed and grow large ; 
and at fome known feafonspf the year, the inhabi¬ 
tants aflemble and cut down the fmall bars, which 
the waves always throw'up. By thefe eafy means, 
the waters of the pond are let out, and as the filh 
follow their native element, the inhabitants with 
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proper nets catch as many as they want, in their, 
way our, v ithotit any other trouble. 1 hole which 
are the molt common, are the ilreaked bafs, the 
blue Mi, the tom-cod, the nwckarel, the tew-tag,. 
the herring, the flounder, the eel, &c. Filliing is one 
of the greateft diverftons the illand aftords. At the 
weft end lies the harbour of IVlardiket, formed by 
Smith-point, on tbefouth-weft, by Eel-point, on the- 
north, and Tuckantit illand, on the north-weft 
but it is neither fp liife nor has ir fo good anchor- 
ing ground, as that near which the town ftands., 
Three l'mall creeks run into it, which yield the bit., 
tereft eels I have ever tailed. 

Between the lots of Palpus on the eaft, Barry's 
valley and Miacomet pond on the fouth, and the 
narrow pond on the weft, not far from She- 
mahpoint, they have a conliderable track of even; 
ground, being the leaft fandy, and the beft on the 
illand. It is divided into feven fields, one of which 
is planted by that part of the community which are 
entitled to it. This is called the common plantation,, 
a fimple, but ufeful expedient; for was each holder 
of this track to fence his property, it would require 
a prodigious quantity of poftsand tails, which you 
muft remember, are to be purchafed and fetched 
from the main. Inftead of thofe private fubdivifions, 
each man’s allotment of land is thrown into the 
general field which is fenced at the expenfe of the 
parties ; within it every one does with his own por¬ 
tion of the ground w'hatever he pleales. 1 his ap¬ 
parent community faves a very material expenfe, 
a great deal of labour, and perhaps railes a fort of 
emulation among them, which urges every one to 
fertilize his fliare with the greateft care and atten¬ 
tion. Thus every feven years the whole of this tract 
is tinder cultivation, and, enriched by manure and 
ploughing, yields afterwards excellent paiture > to 
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which the town cows, amounting to five hundred, 
are daily led by the town lliepherd, and as regu¬ 
larly driven back in the evening. Ihere each ani¬ 
mal eatily finds the houfe to which it belongs, where 
they arcfure to be well rewarded for the milk they 
give, by a prefent of bran, grain, or fome farinace¬ 
ous preparation ; their economy being very great in 
that rcfpect. Thel'e are commonly called Tetouke- 
mah lots. 

' You mull not imagine that every perfon on the 
ifland is either a landholder, or concerned in rural 
operations : no, the greater part are at fea, bulily 
employed in their different filheries : others are 
mere ftrangers, who come to fettle as handicrafts, 
mechanics, &c. and even among the natives few are 
pofTeiTed of determinate fhares of land : for, engaged 
ihfea affairs, or trade, they are fatisfiedwith pofleihng 
a few iheep paftures, by means of which they may 
have perhaps one or two cows. Many have but one ; 
for the great number of children they have, has 
caufed fuch fubdivilions of the original proprietor- 
fhip as is fometimes puzzling to trace ; and feveral 
of the moll fortunate at fea, have purchafed and 
realized a great number of thefe original palture 
titles. 

The bell land on the ifland is at Palpus, remark¬ 
able for nothing but a houfe of entertainment, 
guayes is a fmall but valuable trad, long lince pur. 
chafed by mr. Coffin, where he has erefted the bell 
houfe on the ifland. By long attention, proximity 
to the fea, &c. this fertile fpot has been well ma¬ 
nured, and is now the garden of Nantucket. Ad¬ 
joining to it, on the welt fide, there is a fmall 
flream, on which they have erected a fulling mill; 
on the ealt is the lot, known by the name of Squam, 
watered likewife by a fmall rivulet, on which 
(lands another fulling mill. Here is a fine loomy 
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foil, producing excellent clover, v.hich is moved 
twice a year. Thefe mills prcptre all the cloth 
which is made here : yon may eafily flip pole, that 
having fo large a flock of llicep, they abound in 
wool; part of this they export, and the reft is fpun 
by their induftrious wives, and converted into iub- 
ftantial garments. To the fouth-eaft is a great di- 
vifion of the ifland, fenced by itl’elf, known by 
the name of Siafconcet lot. It is a very uneven 
tract of ground, abounding with fwamps ; here they 
turn in their fat cattle, or fuch as they intend to 
ftall-feed, for their winter’s provifions. It is on the 
fltores of this part of the ifland, near Pochick-rip, 
where they catch their beft fill), fuch as fea bal’s, 
tew-tag, or black fifh, cod, fmelt, perch, fltadine, 
pike, &c. They have erefted a few Hilling houles 
on this fliore, as well as at fankate’s head, and 
Sulfakatche beach, where the fifltermen dwell in 
the fifliing feafon. Many red cedar bufhes and beach 
grafs grow on the peninfula of Coitou : the foil is 
light and fandy, and ferves as a receptacle for 
rabbits. It is here that their fheep find fhelter in the 
fnow ftorms of the winter. 

At the north end of Nantucket, there is a long 
point of land proje&ing far into the lea, called San- 
dy-point; nothing grows on it but plain grsfs; and 
this is the place from whence they often catch por- 
poifes and (harks, by a very ingenious method. On 
this point they commonly drive their horfes in the 
fpringcf the year, in order to feed on the grafs it 
bears, which is ui'elefs when arrived at maturity. 
Between -that point and the main ifland they have a 
valuable fait meadow, called Croikaty, with a pond 
of the fame name, famous for black ducks. Hence 
we muftreturn to Squam, which abounds in clover 
■and herds grafs; tliofe who poffefs it follow no 
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maritime occupation, and therefore neglett nothing 
that can render it fertile and profitable. 

The reft of the undefcribed part of the illand is 
open, and ferves as a common pafture for their 
fheep. To the weft of the ifland is that of Tackanuck, 
where in the fpring, their young cattle are driven to 
feed ; it lias a few oak bulhes and two freih water 
ponds, abounding with teals, brandts, and many other 
lea fowls, brought to this ifland by the proximity of 
their fand banks and lhallovrs; where thoufands are 
feen feeding at low-water. Here they have neither 
wolves nor foxes ; thofe inhabitants, therefore, who 
live out of town, raife with all fecurity as much poul¬ 
try as they want; their turkeys are very large and 
excellent. In fummer, this climate is extremely plea- 
faut; they are not expofed to the fcorching fun of 
the continent, the heats being tempered by the fea 
breezes with which they are perpetually refrefhed. 
In the winter, however, they pay feverely for thofe 
advantages; it is extremely cold ; the north-weft 
wind, the tyrant of this country, after having efcap- 
<ed from our mountains and forefts, free from all 
impediment in its Ihort paflage, blows with redou¬ 
bled force, and renders this ifland bleak and uncom¬ 
fortable. On the other hand, the goodnsfs of their 
houfes, the focial hofpitality of their firefldes, and 
their good cheer, make them ample amends for the 
feverity of the feafon; nor are the fnowsfodeep 
as on the main. The neceflary and unavoidable in¬ 
activity of that feafon, combined with the vegeta¬ 
tive reft of nature, force mankind to fufpend their 
toils : often at this feafon, more than half the in¬ 
habitants of the ifland are at fea, fifliing in milder 
latitudes. 

This ifland, as has been already hinted, appears 
pp he thefummitof force huge fandy mountain, af¬ 
fording fome acres of dry land for the habitation of 
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rim ; other fubmarine ones lie to the fouthward of 
this, at different depths and different diftances. T his 
dangerous region is well known to the mariners by 
the name of Nantucket fhcals : thefe are the bul¬ 
warks which fo powerfully defend this ifland from 
the impulfe of the mighty ocean, and repel the 
force of its waves ; which, but for thefe accumulat¬ 
ed barriers, would ere now have dillblved its foun¬ 
dations, and torn it in pieces. Thefe are the banks 
which afforded to the firft inhabitants of Nantucket 
their daily fubliftence ; as it was from thefe fhcals 
that they drew the origin of that wealth which they 
now polfefs ; and was the fchool where they firft 
learned how to venture farther, as the fifli of their 
coaft receded. 

The fhores of this ifland abound with the foft- 
fhelled, the hard-fhelled, and the great fea clams, 
a mold nutricious fhell-filh. Their fands, their fhal- 
lows are covered with them ; they multiply fo faft, 
that they are a never failing refource. Thefe and the 
great variety of fifh they catch, conflitute the prin¬ 
cipal food of the inhabitants. It was likewife that 
of the aborigines, whom the firftfettlers found here ; 
the poflerity of whom ftill live together in decent 
houfes along the fhores of Miacomet pond, on the 
fouth fide of the ifland. They are an induflrious, 
harmlefs race, as expert and as fond of a feafaring 
life as their fellow inhabitants, the whites. Lory 
before their arrival they had been engaged in petty 
wars againft one another ; the latter brought them 
peace ; for it was in quell of peace that they aban¬ 
doned the main. 

This ifland was then fuppofed to be under the 
jurifdi&ion of New-York, as well as the iflands of 
the Vineyard, Elizabeth, &c. but they have been 
fince adjudged to be a part of the province of MafTa- 
chufetts-Bay. This change of jurifdiftion procured 
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them that peace they wanted, and which their 
brethren had To long refilled them in the days of 
their religions frenzy : thus have eflthuliafm and per- 
iecutio-i, both in Europe as well as here, been the 
caufe of the moll arduous undertakings, and the 
means of thofe rapid lettleinents which have been 
made along thcl'e extended lea-lhores. 

This ifland, having been fince incorporated with 
the neighbouring province, is become one of its 
counties, known by the name of Nantucket, as well 
as the iiland of the Vineyard, by that of Duke’s 
county. They enjoy here the fame municipal efta- 
Llifhment in common with the reft; and therefore 
have every requifite officer, fuch as llieriff, jultice of 
the peace, fupervifors, alfelTors, conllables, overfeer 
of thepoor, &c. Their taxes are proportionedto thofe 
of the metropolis ; they are levied, as w ith us, by 
valuations, agreed on and Uxed, according to the 
laws of the province ; and by afielTments formed by 
'the afleffors, who are yearly chofen by the people, 
and w'hofe office obliges them to take either an oath 
or an affirmation. Two thirds of the magiftrates 
they have here, are of the fociety of friends. 

Before I enter into the further detail of this peo¬ 
ple’s government, induftry, mode of living, &c. 
I think it neceflary to give you a Ihort lketch of 
the political ftaie the natives had been in, a few 
years preceding the arrival of the whites among 
them. They arehaftening towards a total annihila¬ 
tion ; and this may be perhaps the laft compliment 
that will ever be paid them by any traveller. They 
were not extirpated by fraud, violence, or injuftice, 
as hath been the cafe in fo many provinces ; on the 
contrary, they have been treated by thefe people 
as brethren ; the peculiar genius of their left umpir¬ 
ing them with the fame fpirit of moderation which 
was exhibited at Fennfylvania. Before the arrivaj 
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of the Europeans, they lived on the filh of their 
fhores ; and it was from the fame refources the firft 
fettlers were compelled to draw their firft fubfift- 
ence. It is uncertain whether the original right of 
the Earl of Sterling, or that of the Duke of York, 
was founded on a fair purchafe of the foil or not ; 
whatever injuftice might have been committed in 
that refpecl, cannot be charged to the account of 
thole friends, who purchafed from others, who, no 
doubt, founded their right on Indian grants : and if 
their numbers are now fo decreafed, it muft not be 
attributed either to tyranny or violence, but to 
fome of thofe caufes, which have uninterruptedly 
produced the fame effedts from one end of the conti¬ 
nent to the other, wherever both nations have been 
mixed. This inlignificant fpot, like the fea-fiiores of 
the great peninfula, was filled with thefe people ; 
the great plenty of clams, oyfters, and other fifli, 
on which they lived, and which they eafily catched, 
had prodigioully increafed their numbers. Hiftory 
does not inform us what particular nation the abori¬ 
gines of Nantucket were of; it is however very 
probable that they anciently emigrated from the 
oppofite coaft, pephaps from the Hyannees, which is 
but twenty-feven miles diftant. As they then fpoke 
and ftill fpeak the Nattick, it is reafonable to fup- 
pol'e that they muft have had fome affinity with that 
nation ; or elfe that the Nattick, like the Huron, 
in the north.weftern parts of this continent, muft 
have been the moft prevailing one in this region. Mr. 
Elliot, an eminent New England divine, and one of 
the firft founders of that great colony, in the year 
16(36, tranflated the Bible into this language, 
which was printed foon after at Cambridge, near 
Bofton ; he tranflated alfo the catechifm, and 
many other ufeful books, which are ftill very com¬ 
mon on tills illand, and are daily made ufe of by 
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tliofe Indians who are taught to read. The young 
Europeans learn it with the fame facility as their 
own tongues ; and ever after fpeak it with both 
eafe and fluency. Whether the prefent Indians 
are the dependents of the ancient natives of the 
ifland, or whether they are the remains of the ma¬ 
ny different nations which once inhabited the regi¬ 
ons of Maflipe and the Nobfculfet, in the peninfula, 
now known by the name of cape Cod ; no one can 
poiitively tell, not even themfelves. The laft opi¬ 
nion feems to be that of the moft fenfible people of 
the ifland. 

So prevailing is the difpofition of man to quarrel, 
and to feed biood—fo prone is he to divifions and 
parties—that even the ancient natives of this little 
fpot were feparated into two communities, inveter- 
ately waging war againft each other, like the more 
powerful tribes of the continent. What, do you 
imagine, was the caufe of this national quaarrel ? 
All the coaft of their ifland equally abounded with 
the fame quantity of fifli and clams; in that infiance 
there could be no jealoufy, no motives to anger ; 
the country afforded them no game; one would 
think this ought to have been the country of har¬ 
mony and peace. But behold the Angular deftiny of 
the human kind, ever inferior, in many inftances, 
to the more certain inftinft of animals; among 
which the individuals of the fame fpecies are always 
friends, though reared in different climates: they 
underftand the fame language, they filed not each 
other’s blood, they eat not each other’s flefli. That 
part of thefe rude people, who lived on the eaftern 
fhores of the ifland, had, from time immemorial, tri¬ 
ed to deftroy thofe who lived on the weft ; thofe 
latter, infpired with the fame evil genius, had not 
been behind hand in retaliating : thus was a perpe¬ 
tual war fubfi fling between thefe people, founded 
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on no other reafon, but the adventitious place of 
their nativity and retldence. 

In procefs of time, both parties became fo thin 
and depopulated, that the few who remained, fear¬ 
ing left their race ihould become totally extimft, for¬ 
tunately thought of an expedient which prevented 
their entire annihilation. Some years before the Eu¬ 
ropeans came, they mutually agreed to fettle a 
partition line which ihould divide the ifland from 
north to fouth ; the people of the weft agreed not 
to kill thofe of the eaft, except they were found 
tranfgreffing over the weftern part of the line ; 
thofe of the laft entered into a reciprocal 
agreement. By thefe fimple means, peace was efta- 
bliihed among them ; and this is the only record 
which feems to entitle them to the denomination 
of men. This happy fettlement put a flop to their 
languinary depredations; none fell afterward but a 
few rafh, imprudent individuals ; on the contrary, 
they multiplied greatly. But another misfortune 
awaited them ; when the Europeans came, they 
caught the fmall pox, and their improper treatment 
of that diforder fwept away great numbers: this 
calamity was fucceeded by the ufe of rum ; and 
thefe are the two principal caufes which fo much 
diminilhed their numbers, not only here but ali 
over the continent. In fome places whole nations 
have difappeared. Some years ago three Indian ca¬ 
noes, on their return to Detroit from the falls of 
Niagara, unluckily got the fmall pox from the Eu¬ 
ropeans with whom they had traded. It broke out 
near the long point on lake Erie ; there they all 
perilhed ; their canoes, and their goods, were after¬ 
wards found by fome travellers journeying the fame 
way ; their dogs were ftill alive. Befides the fmall 
pox, and the ufe of fpiritous liquors, the two greateft 
curies they have received from us, there is a fort of 
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phyfical antipathy, which is equally powerful from 
one end of the continent to the other. Wherever 
they happen to be mixed, or even to live in the 
neighbourhood of the Europeans, they become ex- 
pol'ed to a variety of accidents and misfortunes, to 
which they always fall victims : fuch are particular 
fevers, to'which they were Grangers before, and 
finking into a lingular fort of indolence and floth. 
This has been invariably the cafe wherever the 
fame affociation has taken place ; as at Nattick, 
Ma.hpe, Soccanoket in the bounds of Falmouth, 
Nobfculfet, Houratonick, Monhaufet, and the Vine¬ 
yard. Even the Mohawks themfelves, who were 
once fo populous, and fuch renowned warriors, are 
now reduced to lefs than'200, fince the European 
fettlements have circumfcribed the territories which 
their anceftors had referved. 

Three years before the arrival of the Europeans 
at Cape Cod, a frightful diftemper had fwept away 
a great many along its coafts, which made the land¬ 
ing and intrufion of our forefathers much eaiier 
than it orherwife might have been. In the year 
1763, above half of the Indians of this ifland perilh- 
ed by a ftrange fever, which the Europeans who 
nurfed them never caught; they appear to be a race 
doomed to recede and difappear before the fuperior 
genius of the Europeans. The only ancient cuftom of 
thefe people that is remembered, is, that in their 
mutual exchanges, forty fun-dried clams, ftrung on 
a firing, palled for the value of what might be called 
a copper. They were ftrangers to the life and value 
of wampum, fo well known to thofe of the main. 

The few families now remaining are meek and 
harmlefs; their ancient ferocity is gone : they were 
early chriftiani'/.ed by the new England miilionaries, 
as well as thofe of the Vineyard, and of feveral 
other parts of the Maflachufetts; and to this day 
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they remain ftrict obfervers of the laws and cuftoms 
of that religion, being carefully taught while 
young. Their fedentary life has led them to this 
degree of civilization natch more elFe-ihully, than if 
they had ft'.ll remained hunters. They are fond of 
the fea, and expert mariners. They have learned 
from the quakers the art of catching both the cod 
and whale, in confequence of ", hich, five of them 
always make part of the complement of men requi- 
fite to fit out a whale-boat. Many have removed 
hither from the Vineyard, on which account they 
are more numerous on Nantucket, than any where 
elfe. 

It is ftrange what revolution has happened 
among them, in lefs than two hundred years! 
What is become of thofe numerous tribes which 
formerly inhabited the extenfive fhores of the great 
bay of Maflachufetts: Even from Numkeag {Salem), 
Saugus (Lynn), Pataxet, Napoufet(.<l?///(w), Matapari 
{Dorchefter), Winefimet {Chelfea), Poiaflet, Pakano- 
ket [New Plymouth), Suecanoffet (Falmouth),Tmaxt r 
(C/w/to«),NobfcufTet (Yarmouth), Nauffit(£'</rt/;(jw), 
Hyannees ( Barnfiable ), &c. and many others who 
lived on fea-lhores of above three hundred miles 
in length (without mentioning thofe powerful tribes 
which once dwelt between the rivers Iiudfon, Con¬ 
necticut, Pilkataqua, and Kennebeck, the Mehikau- 
dret, Mohiguine, Pequods, Narraganfets, Niauticks, 
Maflachufetts, Wamponougs, Nipnets, Tarranteens, 
&c.) they are gone, and every memorial of them 
is loft; nq veftiges whatever are left of thofe fwarms 
which once inhabited this country, and replenifhed 
both tides of the great peninfula of Cape Cod : not 
even one of the pofterity of the famous Mafconomeo 
is left (the lachetn of Cape Ann) ; not one of the 
defeendents of Maffafoit, father of Metacomet (Phi. 
Up), and Wamfutta (Alexander), lie who firft coiv- 
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veyed fome lands to the Plymouth company. They 
hare all difappeared, either in the wars which the 
Europeans carried on againft them, or elfe they have 
mouldered away, gathered in fome of their ancient 
towns, in contempt and oblivion : nothing re¬ 
mains of them all, but one extraordinary monu¬ 
ment, and even this they owe to the induftry and 
religious zeal of the Europeans; I mean the Bible, 
tranllated into the Nattick tongue. 

Many of thefe tribes giving way to the fuperiol* 
power of the whites, retired to their ancient villa¬ 
ges, collecting the fcattered remains of nations once 
populous; and in their grant of lands referred to 
themfelves and pofterity certain portions, which 
lay contiguous to them. There, forgetting their 
ancient manners, they dwelt in peace; in a few 
years their territories were furrousded by the 
improvements of the Europeans; in confequence of 
which they grew lazy, inactive, unwilling and 
unapt to imitate, or to follow any of our trades ; 
and in a few generations, either totally perilhed, or 
elfe came over to the Vineyard, or to this ifland, to 
re-unite themfelves with fuch lbcieties of their 
countrymen as would receive them. Such has been 
the fate of many nations, once warlike and indepen¬ 
dent ; what we fee now on the main, or on thofe 
illands, may be juftly confidered as the only re¬ 
mains of thofe ancient tribes. Might I be permit¬ 
ted to pay perhaps a very ufelefs compliment to 
thofe at leaft who inhabited the great peninfula of 
Namfet, now cape Cod, with whofe names and an¬ 
cient fituation I am well acquainted. This peninfula 
was divided into two great regions ; that on the fide 
of the bay was known by the name of Nobfcuffet, 
from one of its towns ; the capital was called Naufit 
(no-M Eajlham ); hence the Indians of that region 
were called Naufit indians, though they dwelt in the 
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villages of Pamet, Noffet, Palhee, Potomaket, Sole-, 
toowoket, Nob ft uiTet (Yarmouth)- 

The region on the Atlantic lide was called Malh- 
pee, and contained the tribes of Eyannees, Cofiowet, 
Waquoit, bcootin, Satonalfet, Malhpee, and Namfet. 
Several of thefe Indian tow ns have been fince con¬ 
verted intofiourifting European feuiements, known 
by different names; for as the natives were excel¬ 
lent judges of land, which they had fertilized beftdes 
with the fheils of their filh, &c. the latter could nor 
make a better choice ; though in general this great 
peninfula is but a fandy pine tract, a few goodipots 
excepted. It is divided into feven townfiiips, viz. 
Barnfiable, Yarmouth, Harwich, Chatham, Eaitham, 
Pamet, Namfet, or Province town, at the extremity 
of the cape. Yet thele are very populous; though 
I am at a lofs to conceive on what the inhabitants 
live, befides clams, oyfters, and filh ; their piny- 
lands being the molt nngrateful foil in the world. 
The minifter of Namfet or Province town, receives 
front the government of Malfachufetts a faiary of 
fifty pounds per annum ; and fuch is the poverty of 
the inhabitants of that place, that, unable to pay 
him any money, each mailer of a family is obliged to 
allow him two hundred horfe feet [fta/fin) with 
which this primitive prieft fertilizes the land of his 
glebe, which he tills himfelf: for nothing will grow 
on thefe hungry foils without the affiftance of this 
extraordinary manure ; fourteen bulhels of Indian 
corn being looked upon as a good crop. 

But it is time to return from a digrelfion, which 
I hope you will pardon. Nantucket is a great nurfe- 
ry of leamen, pilots, coafters, and bank-filhernten ; 
as a country belonging to the province of Maifa- 
chufetts, it has yearly the benefit of a court of 
common pleas, and their appeal lies to the fupreme 
court at Bofton. I obferyed before, that the frieaj^. 
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cotnpofe tv. o thirds of the niagiftracy of thisifland ; 
thus they are the proprietors of its terrritory, and 
the principal rulers of its inhabitants ; but with all 
this apparatus of law, its coercive powers are fel- 
dom wanted or required, beldom is J.f that any 
individual is amerced or punilhed ; their jail conveys 
no terror ; no man has loft his life here judicially, 
fute the foundation of this town, which is upwards 
of an hundred years. Solemn tribunals, public exe¬ 
cutions, humiliating pimilhments, are altogether 
unknown. I faw neither governors, nor any pa¬ 
geantry of flate ; neither oftentatlous magillrates, 
nor any individuals clothed with ufelefs dignity : 
mo ai tificial phantoms fubfift here, either civil or 
religions ; no gibbets, loaded with guilty citizens, 
offer themfelves to your view ; no foldiers are 
appointed to bayonet their compatriots into fervile 
compliance. But how is a fociety, compofed of 5000 
individuals, preferved in the bonds of peace and 
tranquillity i How are the weak protected from 
the ftrong?—I will tell you. Idlenefs and poverty, 
the caufes of fo many crimes, are unknown here; 
each feeks, in the profecution of his lawful bufinefs, 
that honeft gain which l’upports_d?.im ; every period 
of their time is full, either on there or at fea. A 
probatde expectation of reafonable profits, or of 
kindly afnftance, if they fail of fuccefs, renders them 
lirangers to licentious expedients. 1 he fimplicity of 
their manners thortens the catalogue of their wants; 
the law at a diftance is ever ready to exert itfelf in 
the protection of thofe who ftand in need of its 
afliftance. The greateft part of them are always at 
fea, purfuing the whale, or railing the cod from 
the furfnee of '.he banks : fome cultivate their little 
farms '"■ith the utn.oft diligence 1 ; fome are employed 
in exercising various tr des ; others again in pro¬ 
viding every neceffary relource, in order to refit their 
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vefleds, or repair what misfortunes may happen, 
looking out for future markets, &c. Such is the 
rotation of thofe different fcenes of bufinefs which 
fill the meafure of their days; or that part of their 
lives at leatt, which is enlivened by health, fpirits, 
and vigour. It is but feidorn that vice grows on a 
barren fand like this, which produces nothing 
without extreme labour. How could the common 
follies of fociety take root info defpicable a foil ! 
they generally thrive on its exuberant juices ; here 
there are none but thofe which adminifter to the 
ufeful, to the neceffary, and to the indifpenfable 
comforts of life. This land muft neceffarily either 
produce health, temperance, and a great equality of 
conditions, or the moft abject mil'ery. Could the 
manners of luxurious countries be imported here, 
like an epidemical diforder they would deftroy every 
thing ; the majority of them could not exift a 
month; they would be obliged to emigrate. As in 
all focieties except that of the natives, fome differ¬ 
ence muft neceffarily exift between individual and 
individual—for there muft be fome more exalted 
than the reft, either by their riches or their talents ; 
foin this, there are what you might call the high, 
the middling, and the low ; and this difference will 
always be more remarkable among people who 
live by fea excurfions than among thole who live 
by the cultivation of their land, dhe nrft run 
greater hazard, and adventure more : the profits and 
the misfortunes attending this mode of life muft 
neceffarily introduce a greater difparity than among 
the latter, where the equal divifion of the land 
offers no Ihort road to fuperior riches. The only 
difference that may arife among them, is that ef 
induftry, and perhaps of fuperior goodnefs of foil: 
the gradations I obferved here, are founded on 
nothing more than the good or ill fucceft of their 
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maritime enterprizes, and do not proceed from edu¬ 
cation ; that is the lame throughout every clafs, 
Ample, uleful, and unadorned, like their drefs and 
their houfes. This necefiary difference in their for¬ 
tunes does not however caul’e thofe heart burnings, 
which iu other focieties generate crimes. The lea, 
which furrounds them, is equally open to all, and 
prefents to all an equal title to the chance of good 
fortune. A collector from Bolton is the only govern¬ 
ment officer who appears on thefe ffiores, to receive 
the trifling duties which this community owe to 
thofe who proteft them, and under the lhadow of 
whofe wings they navigate to all parts of the world, 


LETTER V, 

Cuflomary education and employment of the Inhabitants 
of Nantucket. 

T HE eafieft way of becoming acquainted with 
the modes of thinking, the rules of conduCt, and 
the prevailing manners of any people, is to examine 
what fort of education they give their children; how 
they treat them at home, and what they are taught 
in their places of public worihip. At home their 
tender minds mull be early flruck with the gravity, 
the ferious, though cheerful deportment of their 
parents ; they are inured to a principle of fubordi- 
nation, ariling neither from hidden paffions nor in- 
conhderate pleafure ; they are gently held by an 
uniform filken cord, which unites foftnefs and 
ilrengtli. A perfect equanimity prevails in moft of 
their families ; and bad example hardly ever fows 
an their hearts the feeds of future and fimilar faults. 
They are corrected with tendernels, nurled with 
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the moft affectionate care, clad with that decent 
plainnefs, from which they obferve their parents 
never to depart: in fhort, by the force of example, 
which is fnperior even to the ftrongeft inftinct of 
nature, more than by precepts, they learn to follow 
the fteps of their parents, and todefpife oftentatiouf- 
nefs as being finful. They acquire a tafte for that 
neatnefs for which their fathers are fo confpicuous ; 
they learn to be prudent and laving ; the very tone 
of voice with which they are always addreffed, efia- 
blilhes in them that foftnefs of diction, which ever 
after becomes habitual. Frugal, foher, orderly 
parents, attached to their bufinels, conflar.tly follow¬ 
ing fome ul'eful occupation, never guilty of riot, 
dillipation, or other irregularities, cannot fail of 
training up children to the fame uniformity of life 
and manners. If they arc left wuh fortunes, they 
are taught how to fare them, and how to enjoy 
them with moderation and decency ; if they have 
none, they know how to venture, how to work and 
toil as their fathers have done before them. If they 
fail of fuccefs, there are always in this illand (and 
wherever this fociety prevails) eftablifhed refources, 
founded on the moft benevolent principles. At their 
meetings, they are taught the few, the fimpie tenets 
of their fed; tenets as fit to render men fober, 
induflrious, juft, and merciful, as thofe delivered in 
the moft magnificent churches and cathedrals : they 
are inftruded in the moft effential duties of chriftiani- 
ty, fo as not to offend the Divinity by the commifiion 
of evil deeds; to dread his wrath and the punifbments 
he has denounced ; they are taught, at the fame 
time, to have a proper confidence in his mercy, 
while they deprecate his juftice. As every fed, from 
their different modes of worlhip, and their different 
interpretations of fome parts of the Scriptures, ne- 
ceffarily have various opinions and prejudices, which 
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contribute fomething in forming their chara&eriftics 
in fociety ; fo thofe of the friends are well known : 
obedience to the laws, even to non-refiftance, jultice, 
good-will to all, benevolence at home, l'obriety, 
ineeknefs, neatnefs, love of order, fondnefs and 
appetite for commerce. They are as remarkable 
here for thofe virtues as at Philadelphia, which is 
their American cradle, and the boafl of the fociety. 
At fchool, they learn to read, and to write a good 
hand, until they arc twelve years old ; they are 
then in general put apprentices to the cooper’s 
trade, which is the fecond elfeutial bTanch of 
bufniefs followed here ; at fourteen, they are lent 
to fca, v here in their leifnre hours their compani¬ 
ons teach them the art of navigation, which they 
have an opportunity of prafliiing on the fpot. They 
learn the great and ul’eful an of working a lliip in 
all the different lituations which the lea and wind fo 
often require: and fureiy there cannot be a better 
or a more ufeful fchool of that kind in the world. 
Then they go gradually through every llation of 
rowers, fteerlinep, and harpooners; thus they 
learn to attack, to purine, to overtake, to cut, to 
drefs their huge game : and after having performed 
fereral fuch voyages, and perfected themfelves in 
this bulinefs, they are fit either for the counting 
houfe or the chafe- 

Thefirft proprietors of this ifland, or rather the 
ih-ft founders of this town, began their career of 
induftry with a fingle whale-boat, with which they 
went tofifbfor cod ; the fmall diftance from their 
fhores at which they caught it, enabled them foon 
to increafe their bufinefs, and thofe early fucccffes 
frit led them to conceive that they might like wile 
catch the whales, which hitherto fported undillurbed 
on their banks. After many trials and feveral mif- 
carriages, they fucceeded ; thus they proceeded. 
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ftep by ftep ; the profits of one fuccefsfnl cnterprize 
helped them to purchafe and prepare better ma¬ 
terials for a more extenfive one : as thefe were 
attended with little cofts, their profits grew greater. 

The fouth lides of the ifland, from eaft to weft, 
were divided into four equal parts; and each part 
was alTigned to a company of fix, which, though 
thus feparated, ftill carried on their btilinefs in 
common. In the middle of this diftance, they erected 
a maft, provided with a fufficient number of rounds, 
and near it they built a temporary hut, where five 
of the affociates lived, whilft the fixth, from his high 
ftation, carefully looked toward the fea, in order to 
obferve the fpouting of the whales. As foon as 
any were dilcovered, the fentinel defcended, the 
whale-boat was launched, and the company went 
forth in queft of their game. 

It may appear ftrange to you, that fo {lender a 
velfel as an American whale-boat, containing fix 
diminutive beings, fitould dare to purlue and to 
attack, in its native element, the largeft and ftron- 
geft iifh that nature has created. Yet by the exerti¬ 
ons of an admirable dexterity, improved by a long 
pra&ice, in which thefe people are become fuperior 
to any other whale-men ; by knowing the temper 
of the whale after her firft movement, and by 
many other ufeful obfervations ; they feldom fail 
to harpoon it, and to bring the huge leviathan on 
the fhores. 

Thus they went on, until the profits they made, 
enabled them to purchafe larger veffels, and to 
'purfne them farther, when the whales quitted 
their coafts; thole who failed in their enterprizes, 
returned to the cod-fifheries, which had been their 
firft fchool and their firft refource ; they even began 
to vifit the banks of Cape Breton, the ifle of Sable, 
and all the other filhing places, with which tins 
% la 
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coaft of America abounds. By degrees they went 
a whahng to Newfoundland, to the gulph of St. 
.Laurence, to the flr.iits of Belleille, the coaft of 
Labrador, Davis’s limits, even to Cape Defolation, 
in 70 0 of latitude ; where the Danes carry on 
fome fifiierics, in fpite of the perpetual feverities of 
that inhofpitable climate. In procefs of time they 
viiited the weftern iflands, the latitude of 34 °, fa¬ 
mous for that iilli, the Brazils, the coaft of Guinea. 
V/oultl you believe that they have already gone to 
the Falkland iflands, and that I have heard l'everal 
of them talk of going to the South lea ! their con¬ 
fidence is fo great, and their knowledge of this 
branch of bufiuefs fo fuperior to that of any other 
people, that they have acquired a monopoly of this 
commodity. 

Such were their feeble beginnings, filch the in¬ 
fancy and the progrefs of their maritime Ichemes; 
fuch is now the degree of boklnefs and aftivitv to 
which they are arrived in their manhood. After 
their examples feveral companies have been formed 
in many of onr capitals, where every neccfiary ar¬ 
ticle of provilions, implements, and timber, are to 
be found. But the indullry exerted by the people 
of Nantucket, hath hitherto enabled them to rival 
all their competitors ; confequently this is the great- 
eft mart for oil, whalebone, and ipermaceti, on the 
continent. It does riot follow, however, that they 
are always fuccefsful; this would be an extraordi¬ 
nary field indeed, where the crops lhould never 
fail ; many voyages do not repay the original coft 
of fitting out: they bear fuch misfortunes like true 
merchants; and as they never venture their all, like 

f amefters, they try their fortunes again : the latter 
ope to win by chance alone, the former by in- 
duftry, well judged fpeculation, and fome hazard. 
I was there when Mr-had miffed one of his 
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veiTels ; fhe had been given over for loft by every¬ 
body, but happily arrived before I came away, 
after an abfence of thirteen months. She had met 
with a variety of difappoincments on the ftation 
fhe was ordered to ; and, rather then return empty, 
the people fleered for the coaft of Guinea, w here 
they fortunately fell in with feveral whales, and 
brought home upward of 600 barrels of oil, belide 
bone. 

Thofe returns are fornetimes dilpofed of in the 
towns of the continent, where they are exchanged 
for fitch commodities as are wanted ; but they are 
moft commonly fent to England, where they always 
fell for calli. When this is intended, a vcft'el lar¬ 
ger than the reft is fitted out, to be filled with oil 
on the fpot where it is found and made, and 
thence (lie fails immediately for London. This expe¬ 
dient faves time, freight, and expenfe; and from 
that capital they bring back whatever they want. 

They employ alfo feveral vefl’els in tranfporting 
lumber to the Weft India iflands, from whence 
they procure in return the various produflions of 
the country, which they afterwards exchange wher¬ 
ever they can hear of an advantageous market. 
Being extremely acute, they w'ell know how to 
improve all the advantages which the combination of 
fo many branches of bidinefs conftantly affords; 
the fpirit of commerce, which is the Ample art of 
a reciprocal fupply of wants, is well underflood 
hereby everybody. They poficfs, like the genera¬ 
lity of the. Americans, a Urge ihare of native pene¬ 
tration, activity, and good lenfe, which lead them 
to a variety of other lecondary fchemes, too tedious 
to mention : they are well acquainted with the 
cheapeft method of procuring lumber from Kenne- 
beck river, Penobfcot, &c. pitch and tar, from 
North Carolina; flour and bilcuit, from Philadel. 
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■jphin ; beef and pork, from Connecticut. They know 
;how to exchange their cod fifli and Weft-India pro¬ 
duce, for thole articles which they are continually 
either bringing to their ifland, or lending off to other 
places where they are wanted. By means of all tbefe 
commercial negociations, they have greatly cheap¬ 
ened the fitting out of their whaling fleets, and 
therefore much improved their fifheries. 

They are indebted for all thefe advantages not 
only to their national genius, but to the poverty of 
their foil ; and as a proof of what I have fo often 
advanced, look at the Vineyard (their neighbouring 
ifland) which is inhabited by a fet of people as 
keen and as fagacious as themfelves. Their foil be¬ 
ing in general extremely fertile, they have fewer 
navigators; though they are equally well fituatcd 
for the fiihingbnlinefs. As in my way back to Fal¬ 
mouth on the main, I vifited this filler ifland, permit 
me to give you as concifely as I can, a fhort but 
true defcription of it; I am not fo limited in the 
■ principal object of this journey, as to wifli to confine 
myfelfto the Angle fpot of Nantucket. 


LETTER VI. 

Defcription of the ifland of Martha's Vineyard ; and 
of the vihale-fijhery. 

T HI S ifland is twenty miles in length, and 
from feven to eight miles in breadth. It lies 
nine miles from the continent, and with the Eliza¬ 
beth illands forms one of the counties of Maflachu- 
fetts Bay, known by the name of Duke’s County. 
Thofe latter, which are fix in number, are about 
nine miles diftant from the Vineyard, and are 
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all famous for excellent dairies. A good ferry is 
eftablilhcd between Edgar town, and Falmouth off? 
the main, the diftance being nine miles. Martha's 11 
Vineyard is divided into three townfliips, viz,. Edgar, 
Chilmark, and Tilbury ; the number of inhabitants 
is computed at about 4000, 3C0 of which are 
Indians. Edgar is the beft fea-port, and the Ihire 
town, and as its foil is light and fandy, many of 
its inhabitants follow the example of the people of 
Nantucket. The town of Chilmark has no good 
harbour, but the land is excellent and no way in¬ 
ferior to any on the continent : it contains excellent 
paftures, convenient brooks for mills, ftone for fenc¬ 
ing, &c. The town of Tilbury is remarkable for the 
excellence of its timber, and has a harbour where 
the water is deep enough for Ihips of the line. The 
flock of the ifland is 20,000 lheep, 2000 neat cattle, 
belide horfes and goats; they have alfo fome deer, 
and abundance of fea fowls. This has been, from 
the beginning, and is to this day, the principal 
feminary of the Indians ; they live on that part of . 
the ifland which is called Chapoquidick, and were 
very early chriftianifed by the refpechble family of 
the Mahews, the firft proprietors of it. The firft 
fettler of that name conveyed by will to a favourite 
daughter a certain part of it, on which there grew 
many wild vines ; thence it was called Martha’s 
Vineyard, after her name, which in procefs of time 
extended to the whole ifland. The pofterity of the 
ancient aborigines remain here to this day, on 
lands which their forefathers referved for themfelves, 
and which are religioufly kept from any incroach- 
ments. The New England people are remarkable 
for the honefty with which they have fulfilled, all 
over that province, thofe ancient covenants which 
in many others have been difregarded, to the fcandal 
of thofe governments. The Indians there appeared. 
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by the decency of their manners, their induftry, and 
neatnefs, to be wholly Europeans, and nowife in¬ 
ferior to many of the inhabitants. Like them they 
-are fober, laborious, and religious, which are the 
principal charaderiftics of the four New England 
provinces, 'i hey often go, like the young men of 
the Vineyard, to Nantucket, and hire thentfelves 
for whalemen or ftihermen ; and indeed their Ikill 
and dexterity in all fea affairs is nothing inferior 
to that of the whites. The latter are divided into 
two claffes, the firft occupy the land, which they 
till with admirable care and knowledge : the fecond, 
who are poffeffed of none, apply themfelves to the 
fea, the general relource of mankind in this part of 
the world. 'This ifland, therefore, like Nantucket, 
is become a great nurfery which iupplies with pilots 
and feamen the numerous coafters with which this 
extended part of America abounds. Go where you 
will, from Nova Scotia to the Mifliilippi, you will 
find aimoft every where fome natives of thcle two 
illands employed in l’eafaring occupations. Their 
climate is lb favourable to population, that marriage 
is the object of every man's earlieft wifh ; and it is 
a Welling fo eafily obtained, that great numbers are 
obliged to quit their native land, and go to fome 
other countries in queft of fnbliftence. The inhabi¬ 
tants are all prefbyterians, which is the eftablilhed 
religion of MalTachufetts. 

Here let me remember w'ith gratitude the hofpi- 
table treatment I received from B- Norton, efq. 
the colonel of the illand, as well as from dr. Ma- 
hew, the lineal defeendant of the firft proprietor. 

Here are to be found the moft expert pilots, 
either for the great bay, their found Nantucket 
ihoals, or the different ports in their neighbour¬ 
hood. In ftormy weather, they are alw'ays at fea, 
looking out for veffels, which they board with fin- 
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gnlar dexterity, and hardly ever fail to bring fafe 
to their intended harbour. Gay-head, the nefiern 
point of this ifland, abounds with a variety of ochres 
of different colours, witli which the inhabitants paint 
their houfes. 

The vefTels n:oft proper for whale filhing, are 
brigs of about 150 tons burden, particularly v- hen 
they are intended for diftant latitudes ; they al¬ 
ways man them with thirteen hands, in order that 
they may row two w hale boats; the crew s of 
which muft neceffarily confift of fix, four at the oars, 
one Handing on the bows with the harpoon, and 
the other at the helm. It is alfo neceflary that there 
Ihould be two of thei'e beats, that if one fliould 
be deftroyed in attaching the whale, the other, 
which is never engaged at the fame time, may be 
ready to fave the hands. Five of the thirteen are 
always Indians ; the laft of the complement remains 
on board to fleer the veffel during the adtion. They 
have no wages; each draws a certain eflablifhed 
fhare in partnerfliip with the proprietor of the vef¬ 
fel ; by which economy they are all proportionably 
concerned in the fuccefs of the enterprife, and all 
equally alert and vigilant. 

None of thefe whale-men ever exceed the age of 
forty : they look on thofe who are paft that period, 
not to be poffelTed of all that vigour and agility 
which fo adventurous a bufinefs requires. Indeed if 
you attentively confider the immenfe difproportion 
between the objedt affailed and the afTailants—if you 
think on the diminutive fize, and weaknefs of their 
frail vehicle—if you recoiled! the treachery of the 
element on which this feene is tranfadled—the hidden 
and unforefeen accidents of winds, &c. you will 
readily acknowledge, that it muft require the moft 
confummate exertion of all the ftrength, agility, 
and judgment, of which the bodies and the mintls 
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of men are capable, to undertake thefe adventurous 
encounters. 

As foon as they arrive in thofe latitudes where they 
expedt to meet with whales, a man is fent up to the 
mall head ; if he fees one, he immediately cries out, 
AWA1TE PAWAN a, here is a whale-, they all remain 
ftill and iilent, until lie repeats pawana, a whale, 
when, in lei's than fix minutes the two boats are 
launched, filled with every implement neceffary for 
the attack. They row toward the whale with 
aftonifhing velocity ; and as the Indians early became 
their fellow labourers in ihis new warfare, you can 
eafily conceive, how the Nattick exprelfions became 
familiar on board the whale-boats. Formerly it often 
happened that whale veffels were manned with none 
but Indians and the mafter ; recoiled alfo that the 
Nantucket people underhand the Nattick, and that 
there are always five of thefe people on board. 

There are various v-ays of approaching the whale, 
according to their peculiar fpecies ; and this previous 
knowledge is of the utmoft confequence. When thefe 
boats are arrived at a reafonable diftance, one of 
them refts on its oars, and Hands'off, as a witnefs of 
the approaching engagement; near the bows of the 
other the harpooner Hands up, and on him principal¬ 
ly depends the fuccefs of the enterprife. He wears 
a jacket clofely buttoned, and round his head a 
handkerchief tightly bound : in his hands he holds the 
dreadful weapon, made of the belt Heel, marked 
fometimes with the name of their town, and fome- 
times with that of their veffel; to the fliaft of 
which the end of a cord of due ftrength, coiled up 
with the utmoft care in the middle of the boat, is 
firmly tied ; the other end is fattened to the bottom 
of the boat. Thus prepared, they row' in profound 
filence, leaving the whole conduct of the enterprife 
to the harpoener and to the fteerfman, attentively 
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following their directions. When the former judges 
hinifclf to be near enough to the whale, that is, at 
the distance of about fifteen ftet, he bids them Hop ; 
perhaps file has a calf, whole fafetv attracts all the 
attention of the dam, which is a favourable circum¬ 
stance ; perhaps lhe is of a dangerous Species, and it is 
fafeft to retire, though their ardour will feldom 
permit them ; perhaps Hie is aileep ; in that cafe he 
balances high the harpoon, trying in this important 
moment to coiled all the energy of which he is capa¬ 
ble. He launches it forth—fiie is Struck : from her 
firft movement, they judge of her temper, as well 
as of their future luccefs. Sometimes, in the imme¬ 
diate impulfe of rage, fiie will attack the boat, and 
demoliih it with one Stroke of her tail ; in an inftant 
the frail vehicle difappears, and the afiailants are 
immerfed in the dreadful element. Were the whale 
armed with the jaws of the Shark, and as voracious, 
they never would return home to arnufe their liften- 
ing wives with the interesting tale of the adventure* 
At other times fiie will dive and difappear from 
human fight; and every thing nmft then give way 
to her velocity ; or elfe all is loft. Sometimes She will 
fwim away, is if untouched, ap.d draw the cord with 
fuch fwiftnefs, that it will fet the edge of the boat on 
fire by the fridion. If Site rifes, before fiie has run out 
the whole length, She is looked upon as a fire prey. 
The blood fiie has loft in her flight, weakens her 
fomuch, that if She finks again, it is but for a Short 
time; the boat follows her courfe, with an almoft 
equal fpeed. She foon re-appears ; tired at iaft with 
convulfing the element, which fiie tinges with her 
blood, Site dies, and floats on the Surface. 

At other times it may happen, that She is rot 
dangeroufly wounded, though She carries the harpoon 
fait in her body ; when file will alternately dive and 
rife, and fwim on with unabated vigour. She then 
M 
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focn reaches beyond the length of the ccrtl, and 
carries the boat along with amazing velocity ; this 
fudden impediment fomelimes will retard her fpeed, 
at other times it only ferves to roufe her anger, and 
to accelerate her progrefs. The harpooner, with 
the axe in his hands, Hands ready. When he obferces 
that the bows of the boat are greatly pulled down 
by the diving whale, and that it begins to fink 
deep, and to take much water, he brings the axe 
alrnoft in contatt with the cord ; he paufes, Hill flat¬ 
tering himfelf that Die will relax ; but the moment 
grows critical, unavoidable danger approaches: 
fometimes men more intent on gain, than on the 
prefervation of their lives, will run great rilks ; and 
it is wonderful how far thefe people have carried 
their daring courage at this awful moment ! But it 
is in vain to hope ; their lives muft be faved ; the 
cord is cut; the boat rifes again. If, after thus get¬ 
ting loofe, lhe re-appears, they will attack and 
wound her a fecond time. She foon dies, and when 
dead lhe is towed along-flde of their veiTel, where 
fhe is fattened. 

The next operation is to cut with axes and fpades, 
every part of her body which yields oil ; the ket¬ 
tles are fet a boiling; they fill their barrels as fail as 
it is made ; but as this operation is much flower 
than that of cutting up, they fill the hold of their 
Jhip with thofe fragments, leaf! a ftorm ihould arife 
and oblige them to abandon their prize. It is afto- 
nifliing what a quantity of oil feme of thefe fiih will 
yield, and what profit it affords to thofe who are 
fortunate enough to overtake them. The river St. 
Laurence whale, which is the only one I am well 
acquainted with, is feventy-five feet long, fixtecri 
deep, twelve in the length of its bone, (which 
ppmmpnly weighs 30001b.) twenty in the byeadth 
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bf its tail, and produces 180 barrels of oil : I once 
law 16 boiled out of the tongue only. 

After having once vanqu fhed this leviathan, 
there are two enen.ics to he dreaded belic-ie the 
wind ; the lirft of which is the (hark : that fierce 
voracious fiih, to which nature has given fuch dread¬ 
ful oftenlive weapons, often conies along-fide, and 
in fpite of the people’s endeavours will (hare with 
them in their prey ; at night particularly, they are 
very mifehievous. But the facond enemy is much 
more terrible and irrefiflib'r; it is the killer, fome- 
times called the thralker, a fpecies of v hales about 
thirty feet long. They are poiM'ed of fuch a degree 
of agility and fiercenels, as often to attack the lar- 
gc-ft Ipermaceti whales, and not feldom to rob the 
ltliiermen of their prey ; nor is there any n.eans of 
defence againft fopotent an adeerfary. 

When all their barrels are full, (for every thing 
is done at lea,) or when their limited time is expired 
and their Itores aimed expended, they return home, 
freighted with their valuable cargo ; tmlefs they 
have put it on board a veffel for the European mar¬ 
ket. Such are, as briefly as I can relate them, the 
different branches of the economy praftifed by thefe 
bold navigators, and the method with which they 
go fuch diflances from their illand to catch this huge 
game. 

The following are the names and principal cha- 
ratceriftics of the various fpecies of whales known to- 
thefe people. 

The river St. Laurence whale, juft deferibed. 

The difko, or Greenland ditto. 

The right whale, or feven feet bone, common on 
the coafts of this country, about lixtv feet long. 

The fpermaceti whale, found all over the world, 
and of all Ikes ; the longeft are fixty feet, and yield 
about ico barrels of oil. 
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The hump-backs, on the coaft of Newfoundland, 
from forty to l'eventy feet in length. 

The rinn-fcack, an American whale, never killed, 

'1 he fulphur-totrom, river St. Laurence, ninety 
feet long ; they are but ibidem killed, as being 
extremely l'uift. 

The grampus, thirty feet long, never killed on 
the fame account. 

The killer or thraiher, about thirty feet. They 
often kill the other whales with which they are at 
perpetual war. 

1 he black fifli whale, twenty feet, yields from 8 to 
io barrels. 

The porpoife, weighing about 16o lb. 

In 1769 they fitted out 125 whalemen ; the firft 
50 that returned, brought with them 11,000 barrels 
of oil. In 1770 they fitted out 135 vefiels for the 
filheries, at thirteen hands each ; 4 Welt-indiamen, 
twelve hands; 2s wood veflels, four hands; 18 
coafters, five hands; 15 London traders, eleven 
hands. All tliefe amount to 2158 hands, employed 
in 197 veflels. Trace their progrellive fteps between 
the pofieflion of a few whale boats, and that of fitch 
a fleet ! 

The moral conduft, prejudices, and cnftoins of a 
people, who live tv. o thirds of their time at lea, 
mult naturally be very different from thofe of their 
neighbours, who live by cultivating the earth. 
That long abftemioufnefs to which the former are 
expolbd, the breathing of laline air, the frequent 
repetitions of dangers, the bokhiel’s acquired in litr- 
mounting them, the very impulle of the winds, to 
which they are expofed—all thefe, one would ima¬ 
gine, mult lead them when on fliore, to no fmall 
delire of inebriation, and a more eager purluit of 
thofe pieafures, of which they have been ib long 
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deprived, and which they timft Toon forego. There 
are many appetites that may be gratified on fliore, 
even by the pooreft man, but which muft remain 
unfatisfied at fea. Yet notwithftanding the powerful 
effects of all thefe caufes, I obferved here, at the 
return of their fleets, no material irregularities ; ro 
tumultuous drinking affemblies : whereas in our con¬ 
tinental towns, the thoughtlel’s feaman indulges him- 
felf in the coarfeft pleafures; and vainly thinking that 
a week of debauchery can compenfate for months of ab- 
ftinence, foolilhly laviflies, in a few days of intoxication 
the fruits of half a year’s labour. On the contrary all 
was peace here, and a general decency prevailed 
throughout; the reafon, I believe, is, thatalmoftevery 
body here is married, for they get wives very young; 
and thepleafure of returning to their families abforbs 
every other defire. The motives that lead them to the 
fea, are very different from thofc of molt other fea-far- 
ing men; it is neither idlenefs nor profligacy that fends 
them to that element ; it is a fettled plan of life, a 
well founded hope of earning a livelihood; it is 
becaul'e their foil is bad, that they are early initiated 
to this profeiiion ; and w r ere they to flay at home 
what could they do ? The fea, therefore, becomes 
to them a kind of patrimony ; they go to whaling 
with as much pleafure and tranquil indifference, 
with as flrong an expectation of fuccefs, as a landman 
undertakes to clear a piece of lwamp. The firft is 
obliged to advance his time, and labour, to procure 
oil on the furface of the fea ; the fecond advances 
the fame, to.procure himfelf grafs from grounds that 
produced nothing before bat haffocks and bogs. 
Among thofe who do not ufe the fea, I obferved the 
fame calm appearance as among the inhabitants on the 
continent ; here I found, without gloom, a decorum 
and referve, fo natural to them, that I thought 
myfelf in Philadelphia. 

Ma 
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At my landing I was cordially received by thofe 
to whom I was recommended, and treated with 
uanaffeftcd hofpitality by iudi others with whom I 
became acquainted ; and I can tell you, that it is 
impoitible for any traveller to dwell here one month, 
without knowing the heads of the principal families. 
"Wherever I went, 1 found afimplicity ofdidtion and 
manners, rather more primitive and rigid than I 
e.cpeckd ; and I foon perceived, that it proceeded 
from their fecluded iituation, which has prevented 
them from mixing with others. It is, therefore, eafy 
to conceive how they have retained every degree of 
peculiarity for which this feft was formerly diltin- 
guifhed. Never was a bee-hive more faithfully em¬ 
ployed in gathering wax, bee-bread, and honey, 
from all the neighbouring fields, than are the mem¬ 
bers of this l'ociety ; every one in the town follows 
fome particular occupation with great diligence, but 
without that l'ervility of labour which I am informed 
prevails in Europe. The mechanic feemed to be 
defended from as good parentage, was as well 
drelied and fed, and held in as much estimation as 
thofe who employed him ; they were once nearly 
related*; their different degrees of profperity is what 
has canfed the various Shades of their community. 
Eut this accidental difference has introduced, as yet, 
neither arrogance nor pride on the one part, nor 
meannefs and fervility on the other. All their 
houfes are neat, convenient, and comfortable ; fome 
bf them are filled with two families, for when the 
hulbands are at fea, the wives require lefs houfe- 
room- They all abound with the moft Substantial 
furniture, more valuable from its ufefulnefs than 
from any ornamental appearance. Wherever I went, 
I found good cheer, a welcome reception ; and after 
the fecond vilit, I feltmyfelf as much at my eafe as 
if I had been an old acquaintance of the family. 
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They had as great plenty of every thing as if their 
ifland had been part of the golden quarter of Vir¬ 
ginia (a valuable tra£t of land on Cape Charles) : 

I could hardly perfuade myfelf that I had quitted 
the adjacent continent, where every thing abounds, 
and that I was on a barren fand-bank, fertilized with 
whale oil only. As their rural improvements are but 
trifling, and only of the ul'eful kind, and as the 
bell: of them are at a conliderable diftance from the 
town, I amuled myfelf for feveral days in converling 
with the moft intelligent of the inhabitants of both 
fexes, and making myfelf acquainted with the va¬ 
rious branches of their indnftry ; the different, 
objects of their trade ; the nature of that fagacity 
which, deprived as they are of every necelfary ma¬ 
terial, produce, &c- yet enables them to flourifb, to 
live well, and fometimes to make conliderable for¬ 
tunes. The w'hole is an enigma to be folved only 
by coming to the fpot, and obferving the national 
genius which the original founders brought with 
them, as well as their unwearied patience and per- 
feverance. They have all, from the highelt to the 
loweft, a lingular keennefs of judgment, unafliffed 
by any academical light ; they all poffefs a large 
lhare of good fenfe, improved upon the experience 
of their fathers ; and this is the furelt and bell guide to 
lead us through the path of life, becaufe it approaches 
neareft to the infallibility of iuftinct. Shining talents 
and univerlity knowledge, would be entirely ufelefs 
here, nay, would be dangerous; it would per¬ 
vert their plain judgment; it would lead them out 
of that ufeful path which is fo well adapted to their 
fituation : it wotdd make them more adventurous, 
more prefumptuous, much lets cautious, and therefore 
lefs fucceftfnl. 

It is pleating to hear fome of them tracing a fa¬ 
ther’s progrefsand their own. through the different 
-vicilutudes of good and adverie fortune. Ihayeoften,, 
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by their fire-Ades, travelled with them the whole 
length of their career, from their earlieft Heps, from 
their firlt commercial adventure, from the poireilion 
of a Angle whale-boat, up to that of a dozen large 
velfels! This does not imply, however, that every 
one who began with a whale-boat, has afcended to 
a like pitch of fortune; by no means; the lame 
cafualty, the fa ne combination of good and evil which 
attends human affairs in every other part of the 
globe, prevails here : great profperity is not the 
lot of every man ; but there are many and various 
gradations; if they all do not attain riches, they all 
attain an cafy fubfiftence. After all, is it not better 
to be poffelltd of a {ingle whale-boat, or a few Iheep 
paftures ; to live free and independent under the 
mildeft governments, in a healthy climate, in a land 
of charity and benevolence ; than to be wretched as 
fo many are in Europe, polfeliing nothing but their 
induftry : tolled from one rough wave to another ; 
engaged either in the inoft fervile labours for the 
fmallelt pittance, or fettered with the links of the 
moll irkfome dependence, even without the hopes 
of riling ? 

The majority of thofe inferior hands which are 
employed in this filhery, many of the mechanics, fuch 
as coopers, fmiths, caulkers, carpenters, &c. who 
do not belong to the fociety of friends, are prefby- 
terians, and originally came from the main. Thofe 
who are polfelfed of the greatelt fortunes at prefent, 
belong to the former ; but they all began as Ample 
whalemen : it is even looked upon as honourable and 
neceifary for the fon of the wealthiell man to ferve 
an apprenticelhip to the fame bold, adventurous 
bulinefs which has enriched his father; they go 
feveral voyages; and thefe early excuriions never 
fail to harden their conftitutions, and introduce them 
to the knowledge of their future means of fubAftencer 
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LETTER. VII. 

Manners and customs at nantucket. 

A S I obferved before, every man takes a wife as 
foon as he choofes, and that is generally very 
early; no portion is required, none is expected ; no 
marriage articles are drawn up among us, by fkilful 
lawyers, to puzzle and lead pofterity to the bar, or 
to fatisfy the pride of the parties. We give nothing 
with our daughters ; their education, their health, 
and the cuftomary out-fet, are all that the fathers 
of numerous families can afford. As the wife’s for¬ 
tune conlifts principally in her future economy, mo- 
defty, and fkilful management ; fo the hulband’s is 
founded on his abilities to labour, on his health, and 
the knowledge of 1'ome trade or bufmels. 'lheir 
mutual endeavours, after a few years of conftant 
application, feldorn fail of fuccefs, and of bringing 
them the means to rear and fupport the new race 
which accompanies the nuptial bed. Thofe children 
born by the fea-lide, hear the roaring of its waves 
as foon as they are able to liften ; it is the firft noife 
with which they become acquainted ; and by early 
plunging in it they acquire that boldnels, that 
prefence of mind, and dexterity, which makes them 
ever after fuch expert leamen. They often hear 
their fathers recount the adventures of their youth, 
their combats with the whales; and thele recitals 
imprint on their opening minds an early curiofity 
and tafte for the fame life. They often crofs the fea 
to go to the main; and learn even, in thofe fhort 
voyages, how to qualify themfeives for longer and 
more dangerous ones ; they are therefore deservedly 
confpicuousfor their maritime knowledge and expe¬ 
rience, all over the continent. A man born here is 
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diftinguifhable by his gait from among an hundred 
other men, fo remarkable are they for a pliability 
of finews, and a peculiar agility which attends 
them even to old age. 1 have heard foihe perfons 
attribute this to the effects of the whale oil, w'ith 
■which they are fa copioufiy anointed in the various 
operations it muff undergo, ere it is fit either for 
the European market or the candle manufactory. 

But you may, perhaps, be folicitous to afk, 
what becomes of that exuberancy of population 
which mud: arife from fo much temperance, from 
healthinefs of climate, and from early marriage ? You 
may juflly conclude that their native ifland and 
town can contain but a limited number. Emigration 
is both natural and eafy to a maritime people ; and 
that is the very reafon why they are always populous, 
problematical as it may appear. They yearly go to 
different parts of this continent, conftantly engaged 
in Tea affairs ; as our internal riches encreafe, fo does 
our external trade, which confequently requires 
more fliips and more men : fometimes they have 
emigrated like bees, in regular andconnetod fwarnts. 
Some of the Friends, ('by which word I always mean 
the people called quakers^ fond of a contemplative 
life, yearly vifit the feveral congregations which this 
fociety has formed throughout the continent. By 
their means a fort of correfpondence is kept up 
among them all ; they are generally good preach¬ 
ers, friendly cenfors, checking vice wherever they 
find it predominating; preventing relaxations in 
any parts of their ancient cuftoms and worfhip. They 
every w'here carry admonition and ufeful advice; and 
by thus travelling, they unavoidably gather the molt 
neceffary obfe'rvations concerning the various fitua- 
tions of particular diftrifls, their Toils, their produce, 
their diftance from navigable rivers, the price of the 
land, &c. 
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In confequence of informations of this kind, re¬ 
ceived at Nantucket in the year 1766, a conliderable 
number of them purchafed a large track of land in 
the county of Orange, in North Carolina, lituated 
on the feveral fpring heads of Deep river, which is 
the wellern branch of Cape Fear, or North Weft 
river. The advantage of being able to convey them- 
felvesbyl’ea, to within forty miles of the fpot, the 
richnefs of the foil, &c. made them chearfully quit an 
illand on which there was no longer any room for 
them. There they have founded a beautiful fettle- 
ment, known by the name of New Carden, conti¬ 
guous to the famous one which the Moravians have 
at Bethabara, Bethamia, and Salem, on Yadkin 
river. No fpot of earth can be more beautiful ; it is 
contpofed of gentle hills, of eafy declivities, excel¬ 
lent low lands, accompanied by different brooks 
which traverfe this fetrlement. I never faw a foil 
that rewards men fo early for their labours and dif- 
burfements ; fuch in general with very few excepti¬ 
ons, are the lands which adjoin the innumerable 
heads of all the large rivers which fall into the 
Chefapeak, or flow through the provinces of North 
and South Carolina, Georgia, &c. It is perhaps the 
molt pleaftng, the mod bewitching country which 
the continent affords ; becaufe while it preferves an 
eafy communication with the fea-port towns, at fome 
feafons of the year, it is perfeftly free from the 
contagious air often breathed in thofe flat countries, 
which are more contiguous to the Atlantic. 

Thefe lands are as rich as thofe over the Allegany; 
the people of New Garden are fituated at the 
diftance of between 200 and 300 miles from Cape 
Fear; Cape Fear is at leaft 450 from Nantucket: 
you may judge, therefore, that they have but little 
correfpondence with this their little metropolis, 
except it isby means of the itinerant Friends. Other, 
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have fettled on the famous river Kenncbeck, in that 
territory of the province of NSafTachufetts, which is 
known by the name of Sagadahork. Here they have 
foftened the labours of clearing the heavieft timbered 
land in America, by means of feveral branches of 
trade which their fair river, and proximity to the 
fea afford them. 

Inftead of entirely confuming their timber, as we 
arc obliged to do ; fome parts of it are converted 
into ufeful articles for exportation, fuch as Haves, 
fcantlings, boards, hoops, poles, &c. For that pur- 
pofe they keep a correfpondence, with their native 
idand ; and I know many of the principal inhabitants 
of Sherburn, who, though merchants, and living at 
Nantucket, yet poflefs valuable farms on that river 
from whence they draw great part of their lublift- 
ence, meat, grain, fire-wood, &c. 

The title of thefe lands is veiled in the ancient 
Plymouth company, under the powers of which the 
MafTachufetts was fettled; and that company, 
which refutes in Bolton, are Hill the granters of all 
the vacant lands within their limits. 

Although this part of the province is fo fruitful, 
and fo happily lituated, yet it has been fmgularly 
overlooked and negledled: it is furprifing that the 
excellence of that foil which lies on the river, fliould 
not have caufed it to be filled before now with inha¬ 
bitants ; for the fettlements from thence to Penobfcot 
are as yet but in their infancy. It is true, that im- 
menfe labour is required to make room for the 
plough ; but the peculiar ftrength and quality of the 
foil never fails moft amply to reward the induftrious 
pofTeffor ; I know of no foil in this country more 
rich or more fertile. I do not mean that fort of 
, tranfitory fertility which evaporates with the fun, 
and difappears in a few years ; here, on the con¬ 
trary, even their higheft grounds are covered with 
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a rich, moift, fwamp mould, which bears the moft 
luxuriant grafs, and never-failing crops of grain. 

If New-Gardens exceeds this fettlcment by the 
foftnefs of its climate, the fecundity of its foil, and 
a greater variety of produce from lei’s labour ; it 
does not breed men equally hardy and capable to 
encounter dangers and fatigues. It leads too much 
to idlenefs and effeminacy ; tor great is the luxuri¬ 
ance of that part of America, and the cafe with 
which the earth is cultivated. Were I to begin 
life again, I would prefer the country of Kennebeck 
to the other, however bewitching; the navigation 
of the river for above 200 miles, the great abun¬ 
dance of fi(h it contains, the conftant healthinefs of 
the climate, the happy feverities of the winters al¬ 
ways Iheltering the earth, with a voluminous coat 
of fnow, the equally happy necefiity of labour: all 
thefe reafons would greatly preponderate againft the 
fofter litnations of Carolina ; where mankind reap 
too much, do not toil enough, and are liable to en¬ 
joy too faft the benefits of life. There are many, I 
know, who would defpife my opinion, and think me 
a bad judge; let thole go and Fettle at the Ohio, 
the Monongahela, Red hone creek, &c. Let them go 
and inhabit the extended ihores of that fuperlative 
river ; I with equal cheerfulnefs would pitch my 
tent on the rougher fliores of Kennebeck; this will 
always be a country of health, labour, and flrong 
activity; and thofe are characteriftics of fociety 
which I value more than greater opulence and vo¬ 
luptuous eafe. 

Thus though this fruitful hive conftantly fends 
out fwarms, as induftrious as themfelves, yet it al¬ 
ways remains full, without 'having any ufelefs 
drones : on the contrary, it exhibits conftant fcencs 
of bnfinefs and new fchemes ; the richer an indi¬ 
vidual grows, the more exteniive his field of action 
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becomes; he that is near ending his career, drudges 
on as well as he who has juft begun it; nobody 
ftands ftill. But is it not ftrange, that after having 
accumulated riches, they ikould neyer will) tp ex¬ 
change their barren fituation for a more flickered, 
more pleafant one on the main ? Is it not ftrange, 
that after having fpent the morning and the meri¬ 
dian of their days amidft the jarring waves, weary 
with the toils of a laborious life; they Ihould not 
wilh to enjoy the evenings of thole days of induf- 
try, in a larger fociety, pn fome 1'pots of terra 
firma, where the feverity of the winters is balanc¬ 
ed by a variety of more pleafing fcenes, not to be 
found here i But the fame magical power of habit 
and cuftom which makes the Laplander, the Sibe¬ 
rian, the Hottentot, prefer their climates, their oc¬ 
cupations, and their foil, tp more beneficial fitua- 
tions; leads thefe good people to think, that no 
other fpot on the globe is fo analogous to their 
inclinations, as Nantucket. Here their connexions 
are formed ; what would they do, removed to a dis¬ 
tance from them ? Live fumptuoufly, you will fay, 
procure themfelves new friends, new acquaintances, 
by their fplendid tables, by their oftentatious gene- 
rolity, and by a Heeled hofpitality. Thefe are thoughts 
that have never entered into their heads; they 
would be filled with horror at the thought of form¬ 
ing wilhes and plans fo different from that fimpli- 
city, which is their general ftandard in affluence as 
well as in poverty. They abhor the very idea of 
expending in ufelefs w'afte and vain luxuries, the 
fruits of profperous labour; they are employed in 
eftablilhing their fons, and in many other ufeful 
purpofes : ftrangers to the honours of monarchy, 
they do not afpire to the poffelfion of affluent for¬ 
tunes, with which to purchafe founding titles, and 
|,rivolous names! 
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Yet there are not at Nantucket fo many wealthy 
people as one would imagine, after having confi- 
dered their great fucceffes, their indultry, and their 
knowledge. Many die poor, though hardly able to 
reproach Fortune with a frown; others leave 
not behind them that affluence which the circle 
of their bulinefs, and of their profperity na¬ 
turally promifedi The reafon of this is, I be¬ 
lieve, the peculiar experde neceflarily attending 
their tables; for as their ifland fupplies the town 
with little or nothing (a few families excepted) 
every one mull procure what he wants from the 
main. The very hay their horfes confume, and 
every other article neceffary to fupport a family, 
though cheap in a country of fo great abundance as 
Maffachufetts; yet the neceflary wafte and expenfes 
attending their tranfport, render thefe commodities 
dear. A vaft number of little veflels from the Main, 
and from the Vineyard, are conftantly reforting 
here, as to a market, bherburn is extremely well 
fupplied with every thing ; but this very conftanty 
of itipply, neceflarily drains off a great deal of mo¬ 
ney. The firftufe they make of their oil and bone, 
is to exchange it for bread and meat, and whatever 
elfe they may want. The neceflities of a large fa¬ 
mily are very great and numerous, let its economy 
be what it will ; they are fo often repeated, that 
they perpetually draw off a conliderable branch of 
the profits. If by any accidents thofe profits are 
interrupted, the capital mult fuffer; and it very 
often happens, that the greateft part of their pro¬ 
perty is floating on the fea. 

There are but two congregations in this town. 
They affemble every Sunday in meeting houfes, as 
Ample as the dwelling of the people ; and there is 
but one prieft on the whole ifland. What! would 
? good Portuguefe obferve, but one Angle prieft 
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ro inflruct a whole iflancl, and to direft their con- 
i’cienccs! It is even lb; each individual knows how 
to guide his ov.u, and is content to do it, as well as 
he can. This lonely clergyman is a p-elbyterian mi- 
nifter, who has a very large and refpeffeble congre¬ 
gation ; the other is compofed of quakers, who, you 
know, admit of no particular perfon, who in con- 
fequence of being ordained, becomes exclulively en¬ 
titled to preach, to catechile, and to receive certain 
falaries for his trouble. Among them, every one 
may expound the feriptures, who thinks he is cal¬ 
led fo to do; bdide, as they admit of neither fa- 
ci ament, baptifni, nor any other outward forms 
whatever, Inch a man would be ufelefs. Moll of 
thefe people are continually at lea, and have often the 
ir.oft urgent reafons to worlhip the Parent of na¬ 
ture in the midlt of the bonus which they en¬ 
counter. 

Thefe two feds live in perfect peace and harmony 
with each other ; thole ancient times of religious 
difeords are now gone (1 hope never to return) 
when each thought it meritorious, not only to damn 
the other, which would have been nothing, but to 
perfecute and murder one another, for the glory 
of that )3eing, wdio requires no more of us, than 
that we fhould love one another, and live! 
Every one goes to that place of worlhip which he 
likes heft, and thinks not that his neighbour does 
wrong by not following him ; each, bulily employ¬ 
ed in his temporal alfuirs, is lei's vehement about 
fpiritual ones : and fortunately you will find at ban- 
tucket neither idle drones, voluptuous devotees, 
ranting enthuiialls, nor four demagogues. I wilh I bad 
it in my power to fend the moll perl'ecuting bigot I 

coulu find in-to the w’hale filheries; in lei's than 

three or four years you would find him a much 
more trattable man, and therefore a better chriftian. 
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Singular as it may appear to you, there are but 
'two medical profeffors on the illand ; for of what 
fervice can phyfic be, in a primitive fociety, where 
the excefles of inebriation are fo rare ? What need of 
galenical medicines, where fevers, and ftomachs load¬ 
ed by the lofs of the digeftive powers, are fo few ? 
Temperance, the calm of paffions, frugality, and con¬ 
tinual exercife, keep them healthy, and preferve un¬ 
impaired that conftitution which they have received 
from parents as healthy as themfelves; who, in the 
unpolluted embraces of the earlieft and chafteft 
love, conveyed to them the founded: bodily frame 
which nature could give. But as no hofpitable part 
of this globe is exempt from fome difeafes, proceed¬ 
ing either from climate or modes of living; here 
they are fometimes fubjedt to confumptions and to 
fevers. Since the foundation of that town, no epide¬ 
mical diftempers have appeared, which at times 
caufe fuch depopulations in other countries; many 
of them are extremely well acquainted with the 
Indian methods of curing limple difeafes, and 
practice them with fuccefs. You will hardly find 
any where a community, compofed of the fame 
number of individuals, poflefling fuch uninterrupted 
health, and exhibiting fo many green old men, 
who (how their advanced age by the maturity of 
their wifdom, rather than by the wrinkles of their 
faces; arid this is indeed one of the principal blef- 
fings of the illand, which richly compenfates their 
want of the richer foils of the fouth ; where iliac 
complaints and bilious fevers, grow by the fide of the 
fugar cane, the ambrofial ananas, &c. The lituation 
of this illand, the purity of the air, the nature of 
their marine occupations, their virtue and mo¬ 
deration, are the caufes of that vigour and 
health which they poffefs. The poverty of their 
foil has placed them, I hope, beyond tfte dan* 
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ger of conqueft, or the wanton defire of extirpa¬ 
tion. W ere they to be driven from this lpot; the 
only acqniiition of the conquerors would be a few 
acres of land, enclofed and cultivated ; a few houfes, 
and fome moveables. The genius, the induftry of 
the inhabitants would accompany them; and it is 
thofe alone which conftitute the foie wealth of 
their ifland. Its prefent fame would perifh ; and 
in a few years it would return to its priftine ftate 
of barrennefs and poverty : they might, perhaps, 
he allowed to tranfport themfelves in their own vel- 
fels to l’ome other lpot or illand, which they would 
loon fertilize by the fame means with which they 
have fertilized this. 

One tingle lawyer has of late years found means 
to live here; but his belt fortune proceeds more 
from having married one of the wealthieft heirefles 
of the ilhnd, than from the emoluments of his 
practice : however he is fometimes employed in re¬ 
covering money lent on the main, or in preventing 
thofe accidents to which the contentious propenlity 
of its inhabitants may fometimes expofe them. Ee 
is feldom employed as the means of felf-defence, and 
much feldomer as the channel of attack; to which 
they are Grangers, except the fraud is manifeft, and 
the danger imminent. Lawyers are fo numerous in 
all our populous towns, that I am furprifed they 
never thought before of eftablilhing themfelves 
here : they are plants that will grow in any foil 
that is cultivated by the hands of others; and 
when once they have taken root, they will extinguilh 
every other vegetable that grows around them. 
The fortunes they daily acquire in every province, 
from the misfortunes of their fellow-citizens, are 
furpriling ! The mod ignorant, the moll bungling 
member of that profellion, will, if placed in the 
molt obfeure part of the country, promote litigiouf- 
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nefs, and amafs more wealth without labour, than 
the moll opulent farmer, with all his toils. They 
have fo dexteroufly interwoven their doctrines and 
quirks, with the laws of the land, or rather they 
are become fo necelfary an evil in our prefent con- 
ftitutions, that it leems unavoidable, and pall all 
remedy. What a pity that onr forefathers, who 
happily extinguiflied fo many fatal cultoms, and ex¬ 
punged from their new government fo many errors 
and abnfes, both religious and civil, did not allb- 
prevent the introduction of a fet of rnen fo dange¬ 
rous ! In fome provinces, where every inhabitant 
is conftantly employed in tilling and cultivating the 
earth, they are the only members of fociety who 
have any knowledge; let thefe provinces artell 
what iniquitous ufe they have made of that know¬ 
ledge. They are here what the cler*y were in pall 
centuries with you ; the reformation, v?hich clipped 
the clerical wings, is the boalt of that age, and the 
happieft event that could poflibly happen ; a refor¬ 
mation equally ufeful, is now wanted, to relieve us 
from the lhameful lhackles and the oppreffive bur¬ 
dens under which we groan : this perhaps is im- 
polli'ole; but if mankind would not become too 
happy, it were an event molt devoutly to be wiilied. 

Here, happily, unoppreffed with any civil bon¬ 
dage, this fociety of filhermen and merchants live, 
without any military eftablilhments, without gover¬ 
nors, or any mali.TS but the laws : and their civil 
code is fo light, that it is never felt. A man maypafs 
(as many have done, whom I am acquainted with) 
through the various feenes of a long life, may Itruo-- 
gle againlt a variety of adverfe fortune, peaceably 
enjoy the good when it comes, and never, in that 
long interval, apply to the law either for redrels cr 
alhitance. The principal benefit it confers is the 
general protection of individuals, and this protection, 
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is purchafed by the moil moderate taxes, which 
are cheerfully paid, and by the trifling duties incident 
in the courfe of their lawful trade (for they deipifc 
contraband). Nothing can be more Ample than their 
municipal regulations, though fimilar to thofe of the 
other counties of the fame province ; becauie they 
are more detached from the reft, more diftimft in 
their manners, as well as in the nature of the bufmefs 
they purfue, and more unconnected withthe populous 
province to which they belong. The lame limplicity 
attends the worlhip they pay to the divinity ; their 
elders are the only teachers of their congregations, 
the inftruftors of their youth, and often the ex¬ 
ample of their flock. They vilit and comfort the 
lick; after death, the fociety bury them with their 
fathers, without pomp, prayers, or ceremonies; not 
a ftone or monument is erefted, to tell where any 
perfon was buried ; their memory is preferved by 
tradition. The only effential memorial that is left of 
them, is their former induftry, their kindnefs, their 
charity, or elfe their molt confpicuous faults. 

The prelbyterians live in great charity with them, 
and w ith one another ; their minifter, as a true pallor 
of the gofpel, inculcates to them the doctrines it 
contains, the rewards it contains, the rewards it 
promifes, the pvnilhments it holds out to thofe who 
lhall commit injuftice. Nothing can be more difen- 
cumbered likewife from ufelefs ceremonies and tri¬ 
fling forms than their mode of worlhip ; it might 
with great propriety have been called a truly pri¬ 
mitive one, had that of the quakers never appeared. 
As fellow chrifflans, obeying the fame legiflator, they 
love and mutually affill each other in all their wants ; 
as fellow labourers they unite with cordiality, and 
■without the leaft rancour in all their temporal 
fchimes : no other emulation appears among them 
but -in their fea excurfions, in the art of fitting ou* 
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iheir veflels ; in that of failing, in harpooning the 
whale, and in bringing home the greateft harveil. 
As fellow fubjects they cheerfully obey the fame 
laws, anti pay the fame duties : but let me not for¬ 
get another peculiar charafteriftic of this community : 
there is not a Have I believe on the whole ifland, at 
leaf! among the Friends; whilft flavery prevails all 
around them, this fociety alone, lamenting that 
ihocking inlult offered to humanity, have given the 
world a lingular example of moderation, dilintereft- 
ednefs, and chrifdan charity, in emancipating their 
negroes. I Ihall explain to you farther, the lingu¬ 
lar virtue and merit to which it is fo juftly entitled 
by having fet, before the reft of their fellow fubjeifts, 
fo pleafing, fo edifying a reformation. Eappy the peo¬ 
ple who are I'ubjeCt to fo mild a government; happy 
the government which has to rule over inch harmlels, 
and l’uch induftrious fnbjects! 

While we are clearing forefts, making the face of 
nature fmile, draining marlhes, cultivating wheat, 
and converting it into flour ; they yearly Ikim from 
the furface of the fea riches equally necefiary. Thus, 
had I leifure and abilities to lead you through this 
continent, I could lhow you an attonilhing profpeft 
very little known in Europe ; one diftulive l’cene of 
happinefs reaching from the fea-lfcores to the laft 
fettlements on the borders of the wildernefs: an 
happinefs, interrupted only by the folly of indivi¬ 
duals, by our fpirit of litigioulhefs, and by thofe 
unforefeen calamities, from which no human fociety 
can pollibly be 'exempted. May the citizens of Nan¬ 
tucket dwell long here in uninterrupted peace, un- 
difturbed either by the waves of the furrounding 
element, or the political commotions which fome times 
agitate oar continent! 
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Peculiar customs at nantucket; 

T H E manners of the Friends are entirety 
founded on that fimplicity which is their boaft, 
and their moll diftinguiflied charafteriftic ; and thofe 
manners have acquired the authority of laws. Here 
they are ftrongly attached to plainnefs of drefs, 
as well as to that of language ; infomuch, that 
though fome part of it may be ungrammatical, yet 
fliould any perfon, who was born and brought up 
here, attempt to fpeak more correctly, he would be 
looked upon as a top or an innovator. On the other 
hand, fliould a ftranger come here, and adopt their 
idiom in all its purity (as they deem it) this accom- 
plifliment would immediately procure him the moil 
cordial reception; and they would cherilh him 
like an ancient member of their fociety. So many 
impolitions have they buffered on this account, that 
they begin now, indeed, to grow more cautious. 
They are fo tenacious of their ancient habits of 
induftry and frugality, that if any of them were 
to be l'een with a long coat made of Englifh cloth, 
on any other than the firfl elav (Suuday) he would 
be greatly ridiculed and cenfured ; he would be 
looked upon as a carelels fpendthrift, whcm it 
Would be unfafe to truft, and in vain to relieve. 

'A few years ago, two fagle-hor/e chairs were 
imported from Bolton, to the great offence of thefe 
prudent citizens; nothing appeared to them more 
tulpable than the ufe of fuch gaudy painted vehicles, 
in contempt of the more uieful and more Ample 
Jmgle-horfe carts of their fathers. This piece of 
extravagant and unknown luxury, almoft caufed a 
fchil'm, and let every tongue a going; fome predict- 
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ed the approaching ruin of thofe families that had 
imported them ; others ha' :d 'he danger:of exam¬ 
ple : never, fince the foundation of the town, had 
there happened any thing which lo much alarmed 
this primitive community. One of the poffeffors of 
thefe profane chairs, filled with repentance, wliely 
fent it hack to the continent; the other, more ob- 
flinate and perverfe, in defiance to all remonftran- 
ces, perlilled in the ufe of his chair until by degrees 
they became more reconciled to it ; though I ob- 
ferved that the wealthieft and the moft rdpeftable 
people ftill go to meeting or to their farms in a jir.gle- 
htrfe cart, with a decent awning fixed over it: indeed, 
if you confider their fandy foil, and the badnefs of 
their roads, thefe appear to be the belt contrived 
vehicles for this ifiand. 

Idlenefs is the moft heinous fin that can be com¬ 
mitted in Nantucket : an idle man would foon be 
pointed out as an objeft of companion : foridlenels 
is confidered as another word for want and hunger* 
This principle is fo thoroughly well underllood, 
and is become fo univerfal, lb prevailing a preju¬ 
dices, that, literally fpeaking, thpy are never idle, 
Even if they go to the market-place, which is (if I 
may he allowed the expreffon) the coffee-houfe of 
the tow n, either to tranfaft bulinefs, or to convcrfe 
with their friends; they always have a piece of cedar 
in their hands, and while they are talking, they will, 
as it were inftinftively, employ theinfelves in con¬ 
verting it into fomething tifeful, either in making 
bungs or fpoyls for their oil cafks, or other ufefui 
articles. I muft confefs, that I have never leen more 
ingenuity in the ufe of the knife ; thus the moft 
idle moments of their lives become ufefully employed, 
In the many hours of leifure which their long cruifes 
afford them, they cut and carve a variety of boxes 
and pretty toys, in wood, adapted to different ttfes; 
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which theybringhome as ttfrimonies of remembrance 
to their wives or fw-cet hearts. They have (how ed 
gie a variety of little bowls and other implements, 
executed cooper-wile, with the greateft neatnefs and 
elegance. You will be pleafed to remember they 
are all brought up to the trade of coopers, be 
their future intentions or fortunes what they may : 
therefore almoll every man in tins illand has always 
two knives in his pocket, one much larger than 
the other; and though they hold every thing, that 
is called ftijkim, in the utmolt contempt, yet they 
are as difficult topleafe, and as extravagant in the 
choice and price of their knives, as any young 
buck in Bolton would be about his hat, buckles, or 
coat. As foon as a knife is injured, or fuperfeded by 
a more convenient one, it is carefully laid up in 
fome corner of their dtik. I once faw upwards of 

fifty thus preferred at mr. -’s, one of the wor- 

thieft men on this illand; and among the w hole, 
there was not one that perfectly refembled another. 

As the lea excurlions are often very long, their 
wives in their abfence, are neceffarily obliged to 
tranfaft buiinefs, to fettle accounts, and in ffiort, 
to rule and provide for their families. Tliefe cir- 
cumftances being often repeated, give women the 
abilities as well as a taftefor that kind of fuperinten- 
dency, to which, by their prudence and good ma¬ 
nagement, they feem to be in general very 
equal. This employment ripens their judgment, and 
jultly entitles them to a rank fuperior to that of 
other wives; and this is the principal reafon why 
thofe of Nantucket as well as thofe of Montreal* 
are fo fond of fociety, fo affable, and fo converfant 

. * Moll of the merchant' and young men of Montreal, 
fpend the greatcll part of their time in trading with the Indi¬ 
ans, at an amazing dillancc from Canada ; and it of.en hap¬ 
pens that they are three years together abfent from home. 
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with the affairs of the world. The men at their 
return, weary with the fatigues of the fba, full 
of confidence and love, chearfully give their confcnt 
to every traniaffion that has happened during their 
ablence, and all is joy and peace. ‘‘ Wife, thee hall 
“ done well,” is the general approbation they re¬ 
ceive, for their application and induftrv. What 
would the men do without the agency of theie 
faithful mates? Hie ablence of fo many of them 
at particular feafons, leaves the town quite defolate ; 
and this mournful lituation dil'pol'es the women to 
go to each other’s houfes much oftener than when 
their huibands are at home : hence the cuflom of in- 
ceffant vifiting hasinfedled every one, and even thole 
whole huibands do not go abroad. The houlc is 
always cleaned before they let out, and with peculiar 
alacrity they purfue their intended vilit, which con- 
filts of a focial chat, a difh of tea, and an hearty 
flipper. When the good man of the houfe returns 
from his labour, he peaceably goes after his wife, 
and brings her home ;■ mean while the young fellows, 
equally vigilant, eafily find out which is the moll 
convenient houfe, and there they afferable' with 
the oirls of the neighbourhood. Inftead of cards, 
mulical inllruments, or fongs, they relate flories of 
their whaling voyages, their various fea adven¬ 
tures, and talk of the different coafts and people 
they have vilited. “ The illand of Catharine in the 
“ Brazils,” fays one, “ is a very droll illand ; it is 
“ inhabited by none blit men ; women arc not per- 
“ mitred to come in fight of it; not a woman is 
“ there on the whole illand. Who among us is not 
“ glad it is not fo here ? The Nantucket girls end 
“ boys beat the world.” At this innocent fully, the 
titter goes round ; they whifper to one another 
their fpontaneous reflexions : puddings, pies, and 
cullards never fail to be produced on fiuch occalions ; 
O 
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for I believe there never were any people in their 
cinunllsnces, who live fo well, even to fupera- 
liundance. As inebriation is unknown, and n.ulic, 
iinyinrr, and (landing are held in eoual deteftatien, 
they never could fill’ all the vacant'hours of their 
lives without the repaft of the table, Thus thefe 
young people fit and talk, and divert thtmfelves as 
well as they can ; if any one has lately returned from 
a cruii'e, he is generally the fpeaker of the night; 
they often all laugh, and talk together; but they 
are happy, and would not exchange their pleafures 
for thole of the molt brilliant aflemblies in Europe, 
This kills until the father and mother return ; when 
all retire to their refpe&ive homes, the men re-con¬ 
ducting the partners of their affections. 

Tims they l'pend many of the youthful evenings 
of their lives; no wonder, therefore, that they 
marry fo early. But no fooner have they undergone 
this ceremony, than they ceafe to appear fochearful 
and-gay ; the new' rank they hold in the fociety 
jmpreffes them with more ferious ideas than were 
entertained before. The title of mailer of a fa¬ 
mily neceffarily requires more folid behaviour and 
deportment; the new wife follows in the trammels of 
cuftom, which are as powerful as the tyranny of 
falhion ; Ihe gradually advifes and direfts; the new 
hulband foon goes to fea ; he leaves her to learn and 
exercife the new government, in which lhe is en¬ 
tered. Thofe who flay at home are full as palfive 
in general, at leaft with regard to the inferior de¬ 
partments of the family. But you mull not imagine 
from this account, that the Nantucket wives are tur¬ 
bulent, of high temper, and difficult to be ruled ; 
on the contrary, the wives of Sherburn in fo 
doing, comply only with the prevailing cuftom of the 
iiland: the hulbands, equally fubmiffive to the ancient 
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and refpectable manners of their country, fubmit, 
without ever ful'pecting that there can be any im¬ 
propriety. Were they to behave other wile, they 
would be afraid of fubvening the principles of their 
fociety by altering its ancient rules: thus both par¬ 
ties are perfectly fatisried, and all is peace and con¬ 
cord. 

The riche/! perfon now in the ifland owes all his 

his wife : this is a known fact, which is \vell record- 
ed ; for while he was performing his firlt cruil'es, 
Ihe traded with pins and needles, and kept a fchool. 
Afterward die purchafed more conliderable article..;, 
which llieloid with l'o much judgment, that ihe laid 
the foundation of afyftem of bulinefs, which (he has 
ever iince profeeuted with equal dexterity and fuc- 
cels. She wrote to London, formed connexions, 
and, in fltort, became the only oitenfible inltrument 
of that houfe, both at home and abroad. Who is ho 
in this country, and who is a citizen of Nantucket 
or Bo/ton, who does not know Amt Kefmh ? I mult 

tell you, that flee is the wife of mr. C-n, 

a very refpeftablc man, who, well pleafed with 
all her fchemes, trtifts to her judgment, and relics 
on her fagacity, with fo entire a confidence, as to be 
altogether pailive to the concerns of his family. 
They have the belt country feat on the ifland, at 
Ouayes, where they live with hofpitality, and in 
perfect union: hefeemstobe altogether the con¬ 
templative man. 

To this dexterity in managing the lnilfcand’s bufl- 
nefs, while he is abfeut, the Nantucket wives units 
a great deal of induftry. They fpin, or caufe to bs 
fpun in their houfes, abundance of wool and flax ; 
and would be forever difgraced, and looked upon 
as idlers, if all the family were not dad in good, 
neat, and fuffident homefpun doth. F'v-ft days are 
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len, at which 1 was greatly furprizcd ; and am 
tany at a lots now to account lor me original canid 
tat has inlioduced in this primitive foc’cty fo re- 
larkable a falkion, or rather fo extraordinary a 


want. 'I hey have adopted thefe many years, the 
Aliatic ctiliom of taking a dole of opium every 
morning; and fo deeply rooted is it, that they 
would be at a lofs how to live without this indul¬ 
gence ; they would rather be deprived of any ne- 
ceflary than forego their favourite luxury. 'I his is 
much more prevailing among the women than the 
men, few of the latter having caught the contagion ; 
though the Jheriff, whom 1 may call the iirlt perfon 
in the iiland, who is an eminent phyfician belide, 
and whom I had the pleafure of being well ac¬ 
quainted with, lias for many years lubmitted to this 
cuftom. He takes three grains of it every day 
after breakfaft, without the dims of which, he 
often told me, he w ! as not able to traniact any bu- 
linefs. 

It is hard to conceive how a people always happy 
and healthy, in conlequence of the exercife and 
labour they undergo, never oppreffed with the va¬ 
pours of idlenefs, yet fhould want the factitious 
eftecis of opium to preferve that eheerfulnefs to 
which their temperance, their climate, their happy 
lituatiou fojiiftly entitle them. But where is the 
l’ociety perfectly free from error or folly? the leaft 
imperfect is undoubtedly that where the greateil 
good preponderates; and agreeable to this rule, I 
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can truly lay., that I never was acquainted with a 
lei's vicious, or a more harmlefs one. 

The majority of the prefent inhabitants are the 
defendants of the twenty leven firlt proprietors, 
who patenteed the itland ; of the reft, many others 
have lince come over among them, chiefly from the 
Maffadiufetts: here are neither Scotch, Iriih,' nor 
French, as is the cafe in mod other fettlements ; 
they are an unmixed Englifli breed. The confe- 
qucnce of this extended connexion is, that they are 
all in fome degree related to each other: you muftnot 
be l’urprifed therefore when I tell you, that they al¬ 
ways call each other coufin, uncle, or aunt; which 
are become fuch common appellations, that no other 
are made ufe of in their daily intercourfe : you 
would be deemed ftifF and affected, were you to 
reful'e conforming yotirfelf to this ancient cuftom, 
which truly depifts the image of a large family. 
The many who refide here that have not the leall 
claim of relationlhip with any one in the town, 
yet by the power of cuftom make ufe of no other 
addrefs in their converfation. Were you here 
yourlelf but a few days, you would be obliged to 
adopt the fame phrafeology, which is far from be¬ 
ing difagreeable, as it implies a general acquaintance 
and friendlhip, which connects them all in unity and 

Their tafte for filhing lias been fo prevailing, that 
it has engrafted all their attention, end even pre¬ 
vented them from introducing fome higher degree 
of perfeftion in their agriculture. There are 
many ufeful improvements which might have meli¬ 
orated their foil; there are many trees, which, if 
tranfplanted here, would have thriven extremely 
well, and would have ferved to ihelter as well as 
decorate, the favourite fpots they have fo carefully 
O 2 
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manured. Tlie red cedar, the locult*, the button¬ 
wood, I am peri'uaded, would have grown here ra¬ 
pidly and to a great fuc, with many others ; but 
their thoughts are turned altogether toward the 
lea. The Indian corn begins to yield them con- 
liderable crops; and the wheat, fown on its Itocks, 
is become a very profitable grain ; rye will grow 
with little care ; they might raife, if they would, 
an immenfe quantity of buck-wheat. 

Such an ifland, inhabited as I have delcribed, is 
not the place where gay travellers lbould refort, 
in order to enjoy that variety of pleafurcs the more 
fplendid towns of this continent afford. Not that 
they are wdtolly deprived of what we might call re¬ 
creations, and ionocenc paftimes ; but opulence, in- 
llead of luxuries and extravagancies, produces no¬ 
thing more here than an increafc of bufmcls, an 
additional degree of hofpitality, greater neatnel’s in 
the preparation of dilhes, and better wines. They 
often walk and converfe with each other, as I have 
obferved before; and upon extraordinary occalions 
will take a ride to Palpus, where there is an houfe 
of entertainment; but thefe rural amufcments are 
conduced upon the fame plan of moderation, as 
thofe in town. They are fo limple as hardly to be 
defcribed; the pleafure of going and returning to¬ 
gether ; of chatting and walking about, of throw¬ 
ing the bar, heaving ftoncs, &c. are the only en¬ 
tertainments they are acquainted with. This is all 
they practice, and all they feem to delire. 

The houfe at Palpus is the general refort of thofe 
who polfefs the luxury of a horfe and chaife, as 

* A fpeciet of what we call here the two-thorn acacia it 
yields ihe moll valuable timber we have, and its fliade ij very 
beneficial to the growth and goodnefs of the grals. 
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well as of thole who hill retain, as the majority 
do, a predilection for their primitive vehicle. By 
reforting to that place, they enjoy a change of air, 
they tafte the pleafures of exercife ; perhaps an 
exhilirating bowl, not at all improper in this cli¬ 
mate, affords the chief indulgence known to thefe 
people, on the days of their greateft feflivity. The 
mounting a horl’e, mult afford a molt pleating ex¬ 
ercife to thole men who are fo much at fea. I was 
once invited to that houfe, and had the fatisfaction 
of conducting thither one of the many beauties of 
that illand (for it abounds with handfome women) 
dreffed in all the bewitching attire of the molt 
charming funplicity : like the reft of the company, 
Ihe was cheerful without loud laughs, and finding 
without affectation. They all appeared gay' with¬ 
out levity. I had never before in my life feen i’o 
much unaffected mirth, mixed with fo much mo- 
dclty. The pleafures of the day were enjoyed with 
the greateft livelinefs and the molt innocent free¬ 
dom ; no dilgulting pruderies, no coquet tilh airs 
tarniihed this enlivening affembly : they behaved 
according to their native difpolitions, the only rules 
of decorum with which they were acquainted. 
What would an European vilitor have clone here 
without a fiddle, without a dance, without cards ? 
He would have called it an inlipid affembly, and 
ranked this among the dulleft days he had ever 
fpent. .This rural excurlion had a very great af¬ 
finity to thole praftifed in our province, with this 
difference only, that we have no objection to the 
fportive dance, though conducted by the rough ac¬ 
cents of fome felf-taught African (idler. We re¬ 
turned as happy as we went; and the brightnefs of 
die moon kindly lengthened a day which had paft, 
like other agreeable ones, with lingular rapidity. 
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In order to view the ifland in its longeft direc¬ 
tion from the town, I took a ride to the eallernmoft 
parts of it, remarkable only for the Pochick Rip, 
where their beft filh are caught. I part by the Te- 
tonkemali lots, which are the fields cf the commu¬ 
nity ; the fences were nude of cedar polls and rail?, 
and looked perfectly ftraight and neat; the various 
crops they enclofed were flourilhing : thence I de¬ 
fended into Barrey’s valley, where the blue and the 
/fear grafs looked more abundant than I had feen 
on any other part of the illantl; thence to Gib’s 
pond; and arrived at laft at Siafconcet. 

Several dwellings had been erected on this wild 
Ihore, for the purpole of flickering the filhermen in the 
feafon of filhing ; I found them all empty, except that 
particular one, to which I had been directed. It was, 
like the others, built on the higheft part of the 
Ihore, in the face of the great ocean ; the foil ap¬ 
peared to be compofed of no other ftratum but fand, 
covered with a thinly fcattered herbage. What 
rendered this houfe fill more worthy of notice in 
my eyes, was, that it had been built on the ruins of 
one of the ancient huts, erected by the firft fettlers, 
for obferving the appearance of the whales. Here 
lived a Angle family without a neighbour ; I had 
never before feen a fpot better calculated to che- 
rifti contemplative ideas; perfectly unconnected 
with the great world, and far removed from its 
perturbations. The ever-raging ocean was all that 
prefented itlelf to the view of this family; it irre- 
lillably attracted my whole attention : my eyes 
were involuntarily directed to the horizontal line 
of that watry furface, which is ev;erin motion, and 
ever threatening deflruction to thefe (bores. My 
ears were ftunned with the roar of its waves rol¬ 
ling one over the other, as if impelled by a litperior 
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force to overwhelm the fpot on which I flood. My 
nolirils involuntarily inhaled the faline vapours 
which arofe from the difperfed particles of the 
foaming billows, , or from the weeds fcattered on the 
fhores. My mind liiggefled a thotifand vague rehex- 
ions, plcafing in the hour of their fpontaneous 
birth, but now half forgotten, and all indillincl: 
and who is the landman that can behold, without 
.'dfi-igbt, lo lingular an element, which by its im- 
petuolity Items to he the dcllroyer of this poor 
planet, yet at particular times accumulates the 
lcattered fragments, and produces ifiands and conti¬ 
nents fit for men to dwell on ! Who can obferve the 
regular viciflitudes of its waters without aftonilh- 
ment—now fwelling themfelves in order to pene¬ 
trate through every river and opening, and there¬ 
by facilitate navigation—at other times retiring 
from the lhores, to permit man to colledl that 
variety of Ihell filh which is the fupport of the 
poor? Who can fee the florins of wind, blowing 
lometimes with an impetuolity fufficiently ftrong 
even to move the earth, without feeling himfelf 
alFected beyond the fphere of common ideas ? Can 
this wind, which but a few days ago refrefiicd our 
American fields, and cooled us in the fiiade, be 
the fame element which now and then fo powerful¬ 
ly convulfes the waters of the fea, clil'mafls velleJs, 
caufes fo ipariy Ihipwrecks, and luch extenlive defo- 
lations? How diminutive does a man appear tohim- 
felf, when filled with thefe thoughts, and {landing 
as I did on the verge of the ocean ! 

The family that occupied this houfe lived entirely 
by fifiting, for the plough has not dared yet to difturb 
the parched furface of the neighbouring plain ; and 
to what purpofe could this operation be performed l 
Where is it that mankind will not find fafety, peace, 
and abundance, from freedom and civil happinels ? 
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Nothing was wanting here to make tilts a moft phi- 
Jofophical retreat, but a few ancient trees, to fhel- 
ter contemplation in its beloved folitude. There I 
faw a minerals family of children of various ages 
—the hidings of an early marriage ; they were 
ruddy as the cherry, healthy as the filii they lived 
on, hardy as the pine knots: the eldeft were already 
able to encounter the boiftsrous waves, and Ihud- 
dcred not at their approach ; early initiating them- 
felves in the myfterics of that feafaring career, for 
which they were all intended : the younger, timid 
as yet, on the edge of a lefs agitated pool, were 
teaching themfelves with nut-ihells and pieces of 
wood, in imitation of boats, how to navigate in 
a future day, the larger veffels of their father, 
through a rougher and deeper ocean. 

I ftaid two days there, on purpofe to become ac¬ 
quainted with the different branches of their eco¬ 
nomy, and their manner of living in this lingular 
retreat. The clams, the oyfters of the lliores, with 
the addition of Indian dumplings*, conftituted their 
. daily and moft fubftantial food. Larger fifh were 
often caught on the neighbouring rip ; thefe afford¬ 
ed them their greateft dainties; they had likewife 
plenty of fmoked bacon. The noife of the wheels 
announced the induftry of the mother and daugh¬ 
ters ; one of them had been bred a weaver, and 
having a loom in the houfe, found means of cloth¬ 
ing the whole family; they were perfectly at eal'e, 
and feemed to want for nothing. 

I found very few books among thefe people ; 
they have very little time for reading ; the bible 
and a few fchool tracts, both in the Nattic and 
Engliili languages, conftituted their moft numerous 


* Indian dumplings are a peculiar preparation of Indian 
meal, boiled in large lumps. 
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libraries. I faw : , indeed, feveral copies of Kudibras, 
and Jofephus ; bur no one knows who firft im¬ 
ported them. It is fometbing extraordinary to fee 
this people, profdTedly l’o grave., and llrangers to 
every branch of literature, reading with pleafurc 
the former work, which would feem to require 
feme degree of talle and antecedent hiftorical kn'ow- 
ledge. They all read it much, and can by memory- 
repeat many pillages; which yet I could not dil- 
cover that they underftood the beauties of. Is it 
not a little Angular to fee thefe books in the hands 
of fiihermen, who are perfeft llrangers almofl to 
any other? Jofephus’s hiftory is indeed intelligible, 
and much fitter for their modes of education and 
talle ; as it deferibes the hiftory of a people from 
whom we have received the prophecies which we 
believe, and the religious laws which we follow. 

Learned travellers, returned from feeing the 
paintings and antiquities of Rome and Italy, Hill 
filled with the admiration and reverence they in- 
fpire; would have hardly be perfuaded, that fo 
contemptible a fpot, which contains nothing re¬ 
markable but the genius and the induftry of its 
inhabitants, could ever be an objeft worthy atten¬ 
tion. But I, having never feen the beauties which 
Europe contains, cheerfully fatisfy myfelf with at¬ 
tentively examining what my native country exhi¬ 
bits : if we have neither ancient amphitheatres, 
gilded palaces, nor elevated fpires—we enjoy in 
our woods a fubftantial happinefs, which the won¬ 
ders of art cannot communicate. None among us 
jiiifer oppreffion either from government or reli¬ 
gion ; there are very few poor, except the idle ; 
and fortunately the force of example, and the moil 
ample encouragement, foon create a new principle 
of aflivity, which had been extinguiihed perhaps in 
their native country, for want of thofe opportuni- 
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ties which fo often compel honeft Europeans to feck 
Ihelter among us. The means of procuring fubfiftence 
in Europe are limited ; the army may be full, the 
navy may abound with feamen, the land perhaps 
wants no additional labourers, the manufacturer is 
overcharged with fupernumerary hands ; what then 
muft become of the unemployed ? Here, on the 
contrary, human induftry has acquired a boundlefs 
field to exert itfelf in—a field which will not be fully 
cultivated in many ages ! 


LETTER IX. 

Defcription of Charleft'on ; thoughts on ftavery ; on 
phyjical evil; a melancholy fcene. 

C HARLESTON is, in the north, what Lima is in 
the fouth ; both are capitals of the richeft pro¬ 
vinces of their relpective hemifpheres;you may there¬ 
fore conjeiture, that both cities, muft exhibit the ap¬ 
pearances neceflarily rel’ulting from riches. Peru a- 
boundingingold, Lima is filled with inhabitants who 
enjoy all thole gradations ofpleafure, refinement, and 
luxury, which proceed from wealth. Carolina pro¬ 
duces commodities, more valuable perhaps than gold, 
becaufe they are gained by greater induftry ; it exhi¬ 
bits alfo on our northern ftage, a difplay of riches and 
luxury, inferior indeed to the former, but far fu- 
perior to what are to be feen in our northern towns. 
Its iituation is admirable, being built at the conflu¬ 
ence of two large rivers, wdiich receive in their 
courfe a great number of inferior ftreams; all 
navigable, in the fpring, for flat boats. Here the 
produce of this extenfive territory concentres; here, 
therefore, is the feat of the moft valuable exportation; 
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their wharfs, their flocks, their magazines, are 
extremely convenient to facilitate this great com¬ 
mercial bufmefs. The inhabitants are the gayeft 
in America; it is called the centre of our beau 
monde, and is always filled with the richeft planters 
of the province who refort hither in quell of 
health and pleafure. 

Here are always to be feen a great number of 
valetudinarians from the Weft-Indies, feeking for 
the renovation of health, exhaufted by the debilitat¬ 
ing nature of their fun, air, and modes of living. 
Many of thefe Weft-Indians have I feen, at thirty, 
loaded with the infirmities of old age ; for nothing 
is more common in,thofe countries of wealth, than 
for perfons to lofe the abilities of enjoying the com¬ 
forts of life, at a time when we northern men juft 
begin to tafte the fruits of our labour and prudence. 

The round of pleafure, and the expenfes of 
thofe citizens’ tables, are much ftiperior to what 
you would imagine : indeed the growth of this 
town and province have been aftonilhingly rapid. It 
is pity that the narrownefs of the neck on which it 
Hands, prevents it from increafing ; which is the rea- 
fon why houfes are fo dear. The heat of the climate, 
which is fometimes very great in the interior parts 
of the country, is always temperate in Charlefton ; 
though fometimes, when they have no fea breezes, 
the fun is too powerful. The climate renders excef- 
fes of all kinds very dangerous, particularly thofe 
of the table ; and yet, infenfible or fearlefs of dan¬ 
ger, they live on, and enjoy a Ihort and a merry 
life ; the rays of their fun feem to urge them irre- 
■liftibly to difiipation and pleafure : on the contrary, 
the women,' from being abftemious, reach to a 
longer period^ of life, and feldom die without 
having had feveral hulbands. An European, at- his 
firft arrival, mull be greatly furprifed wheri he 
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fees the elegance of their houfes, their fumptuous 
furniture, as well as the magnificence of their tables; 
can he imagine hircfelf in a country, the eftablilh- 
ment of which is fo recent ? 

The three principal dalles of inhabitants are, 
lawyers, planters, and merchants; this is the pro¬ 
vince which has afforded to the flrft the richeft 
fpoils, for nothing can exceed their -wealth, their 
power and their influence. They have reached the 
ite plus ultra of worldly felicity ; no plantation is 
fecured, no title is good, no will is valid, but what 
they dictate, regulate and approve, The whole 
mafs of provincial property is become tributary to 
this fociety; which, far above priefts and bifhops, 
difdain to be fatisfied with the poor Mofaical portion 
of the tenth. I appeal to the many inhabitants, 
who, while contending perhaps for their right to a 
few hundred acres, have loft by the mazes of the 
law their whole patrimony, Thefe men are more 
properly lawgivers than interpreters of the law ; 
and have united here, as well as in. molt other 
provinces, the fkill and dexterity of the fcribe with 
the power and ambition of the prince : who can 
tell where this may lead in a future day ? The na¬ 
ture of our laws, and the fpirit of freedom, which 
often tends to make us litigious, mull neceflarily 
throw the greateft part of the property of the colo¬ 
nies into the hands of thefe gentlemen. In another 
century, the law will poflels in the north, what 
now the church poflefles in Peru and Mexico. 

While all is joy, feftivity, and happinels in Char- 
Jeftpn, would you imagine that fcenes of mifery over- 
fpread the country l Their ears by habit are be¬ 
come deaf, their hearts are hardened ; they neither 
fee, hear, nor feel for the woes of their poor Haves, 
from whofe painful labours all their wealth proceeds. 
Hepe the horrors of flavery, the hardlhip of incef- 
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fant toils, are unfeen ; and no one thinks with com¬ 
panion of thofe fhowers of l'weat and of tears 
which from the bodies of Africans, daily drop, and 
moiffen the ground they till. The cracks of the 
whip urging thefe miferable beings to excefhve 
labour, are far too diftant from the gay capital, to be 
heard. The chofen race eat, drink, and live happy, 
while the unfortunate one grubs up the ground, 
raifes indigo, or hulks the rice; expofed to a fun 
full as fcorching as their native one; without the 
fupport of good food, without the cordials of any 
chearing liquor. This great contraft has often afford¬ 
ed me fubjefrs of the moft afflicting meditation. On 
the one fide, behold a people enjoying all that life 
affords niofl bewitching and pleafurable, without 
labour, without fatigue, hardly fubjeded to the trou¬ 
ble of wiflung. With gold, dug from Peruvian 
mountains, they order vefTels to the coafls of Gui¬ 
nea ; by virtue of that gold, wars, murders, and 
devaftations are committed in fome harmlefs, pea¬ 
ceable African neighbourhood, where dwelt inno¬ 
cent people, who even knew not but that all men 
were black. The daughter torn from her weeping 
mother, the child from the wretched parents, the 
wife from the loving hufband ; whole families fwept 
away and brought through ftorms and tempefts to 
this rich metropolis! There, arranged like horfes 
at a fair, they are branded like cattle, and then 
driven to toil, to ftarve, and to languilh for a few 
years on the different plantations of thefe citizens. 
And for whom mull they work ? For perfons they 
know not, and who have no other power over them 
than that of' violence ; no other right than what 
this accurfed metal has given them ! Strange order 
of things! Oh, nature, where art thou ?—Are not 
thefe blacks thy children as well as we ? On the 
other iide, nothing is to be lee 11 but the moil diffu- 
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five mifery and vretchednefs, unrelieved even in' 
thought or uilh ! Day after day, they drudge on 
without any profpeft of ever reaping for themielves; 
they are obliged to devote their lives, their limbs,, 
their will, and every vital exertion, to fwell the 
wealth of mailers, who look not upon them with 
half the kindnel’s and affeftion with which they con- 
Jider their dogs and liorles. Kindnefs and affeftion 
are not the portion of thole who till the earth, 
who carry burdens, who convert the logs into ul'eful 
boards- This reward, limple and natural as one 
would conceive it, would border on humanity ; and 
planters muft have none of it ! 

If negroes are permitted to become fathers, this 
fatal indulgence only tends to increal'e their mifery ; 
the poor companions of their fcanty pleafures are 
likewife the companions of their labours; and when 
at Tome critical leafons they could wilh to fee them 
relieved, with tears in their eyes they behold them 
perhaps doubly opprefled, obliged to bear the bur- 
den of nature—a fatal prefent—as well as that of 
unabated talks. How many have I feen curling the 
irrefiltible propenfity, and regretting, that by having 
tailed of thofe harmlefs joys, they had become the 
authors of double milery to their wives. They are 
not, like their mailers, permitted to partake of 
thofe ineffable lenfationsTvith which nature inlpires 
the hearts of fathers and mothers ; they muft repel 
them all, and become callous and paffive. 1 bis un- 
natural Hate often occalions the moll acute, the molt 
pungent of their alflidtions ; they have no time, 
like us, tenderly to rear their helplefs offspring, to 
nurfe them on their knees, to enjoy the delight of 
being parents. Their paternal fondnefs is embittered 
by confidering, that if their children live, they 
muft live to be Haves like themfelves; no rime is 
allowed them to exercife their pious office ; the 
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mothers mult fatten them on their backs, and, with 
this double load, follow their hulbands in the fields, 
where they too often hear no other found than that 
of the voice or whip of the talk-matter, and the cries 
of their infants, broiling in the fun. Thefe unfortu¬ 
nate creatures cry and weep like their parents, with¬ 
out a poflibility of relief; the very inftinct of the 
brute, fo laudable, fo irreliltible, runs counter here 
to their matter’s intereft ; and to that god, all the 
laws of nature mutt give way. Thus planters get 
rich. So raw, fo unexperienced am I in this mode of 
life, that were I to be polfelfed of a plantation, and 
my Haves treated as in general they are here, 
never could I reft in peace ; my deep would be per¬ 
petually difturbed by a retrofpecl of the frauds com¬ 
mitted in Africa, in order to entrap them—frauds 
furpading in enormity every thing which a common 
mind can poillbly conceive. I Ihould be thinking of 
the barbarous treatment they meet with on ihipboard 
—of their anguifli—of the defpairnecelfarily infpired 
by their fitiiation, when torn from their friends and 
relations—when delivered into the hands of a people 
differently coloured, whom they cannot underftand— 
carried in a ftrange machine, over an ever-agitated 
element, which they had never feen before—and 
finally delivered over to the feverities of the whip- 
pers, and the excelfive labours of the field. Can it be 
poflible, that the force of cuftom Ihould ever make 
me deaf to all thefe reflexions, and as infenlible to 
the injuftice of that trade, and to their miferies, as 
the rich inhabitants of this town feem to be ! What 
then is man—this being who boafts fo much of the 
excellence and dignity of his nature, among that 
variety of unfcrutable myfteries, of unfolveable 
problems, with which he is furrounded ? The reafon 
why man has been thus created, is not the lead 
aftonifhing! It is faid, I know, that they are much 
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happier here than in the AVeft-Indies ; becaufe land 
being cheaper upon this continent than in thole* 
iflands, the fields allowed them to raife their l'ub- 
liftence from, are in general more extenfive. The 
only poffible chance of any alleviation depends on the 
humour of the planters, who, bred in the midft 
of Haves, learn, from the example of their parents, 
to delpife them ; and feldom conceive, either front 
religion or philofophy, any ideas that tend to make 
their fate lei's calamitous ; except fome Hr eng native 
tendernels of heart, fome rays of philanthropy, 
overcome the obduracy contracted by habit. 

I have not relided here long enough to become 
infenlible of pain for the objects which I every day 
behold. Inthechoiceof my friends and acquaintance, 

I always endeavour to find out thole whole difpoft- 
tions are fomewhat congenial with my own. We 
have Haves likewife in our northern provinces; I hope 
the time draws near, when they will be all emanci. 
pated: but how different their lot, how different 
their fttuation, in every poffible refpeft ! They 
enjoy as much liberty as their mailers; they are as 
well clad, and as well fed ; in health and ficknefs 
they are tenderly taken care of; they live under 
the fame roof, and are, truly fpeaking, a part of 
our families. Many of them are taught to read and 
write, and are well inftrufled in the principles of 
religion ; they are the companions of our labours, 
and treated as fuch ; they enjoy many perquilites, 
many eftabliflied holidays, and are not obliged to 
work more than white people. They marry where 
inclination leads them ; vifit their wives every week; 
are as- decently clad as the common people; they 
are indulged in educating, cherifliing, and chaftifing 
their children, who are taught fubordination to them 
as to their lawful parents: inlhort, they participate 
in many of the benefits of oqr fociety, without 
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being obliged to bear any of its burdens. They are 
fat, healthy, and hearty, and far from repining at 
their fate ; they think ihemfelves happier than 
many of the lower clafs of whites : they fhare with 
their mafters the wheat and meat provillon they 
helptoraile ; many of thofe whom the good quakers 
have emancipated, have received that great benefit 
with tears of regret, and have never quitted, though 
free, their former mafters and benefactors. 

But is it really true, as I have heard it aflerted 
here, that thofe blacks are incapable of feeling the 
fpurs of emulation, and the chearful found of encou¬ 
ragement ? By no means; there are a thoufand 
proofs exifting of their gratitude and fidelity : thofe 
hearts in which fitch noble dilpoiitions can grow, are 
then like ours; they are fufceptihle of every generous 
fentiment, of every ul'eful motive of aft ion ; they 
are capable of receiving lights, of imbibing ideas 
that w-ould greatly alleviate the weight of their mi- 
feries. But what methods have in general been 
made ufe of to obtain fo delirablean eixU None; 
the day in which they arrive and are l’o'd, is the 
firft of their labours ; labours, which from that 
hour admit of no refpite ; for though indulged by 
Jaw with relaxation on Sundays, they are obliged 
to employ that time, which is intended for reft, to 
till their little plantations. What can be expected 
from wretches in fuch circmnftances ? Forced from 
their native country, cruelly treated w hen on board, 
andnotlefs foon the plantatiors to which they art- 
driven—is there any thing in this treatment but 
what muft kindle all the paffions, low the feeds of 
inveterate lefentment, and oourim a wiih of perpe¬ 
tual revenge ? They are loti to the irrefiftible ef- 
fefts of thole ftrong and natural p>-openfities; the 
blows they receive, are they conducive to extingnifh 
them, or to win their affections ? they are neither 
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fjothed by the hopes that their flavery will ever 
terminate but with their lives; or yet encouraged 
by the goodnefs of their food, or the mildnefs of 
their treatment. The very hopes held out to man¬ 
kind by religion, that confolatory fyftem, fo ufeful 
to the miferable, are never prefented to them ; 
neither moral nor phyfical means are made ufe of 
to foften their chains ; they are left in their origi¬ 
nal and untutored Hate—that very Hate wherein the 
natural propenfities of revenge and warm pailions, 
are fo foon kindled. Cheered by no one lingle 
motive that can impel the will, or excite their efforts; 
nothing but terrors and puni/hments are prefented 
to them ; death is denounced, if they run away ; 
horrid delaceration if they fpeak with their native 
freedom; perpetually awed by the terrible cracks 
of whips, or by the fear of capital punilhments, 
while even thofe punilhments often fail of their 
purpofe. 

A clergyman fettled a few years ago at George- 
Town, and feeling as 1 do now, warmly recom¬ 
mend to the planters, from the pulpit, a relaxation 
of feverity ; he introduced the benignity of Chrifti- 
anity, and pathetically made ufe of th« admirable 
precepts of that fyftem to melt the hearts of his con¬ 
gregation into a greater degree of companion toward 
their Haves than had been hitherto cuftomary ; “ fir,” 
(faid one of his hearers) “ we pay you a genteel 
“ falary to read to us the prayers of the liturgy, 
“ and to explain to 11s fuch parts of the gofpel 
“ as the rule of the church direfts; but we do not 
“ want you to teach us what we are to do with 
our blacks.” The clergyman found it prudent to 
with-hold any farther admonition. Whence this 
aftonilhing right, or rather this barbarous cuftom, 
for moft certainly we have no kind of right be¬ 
yond that of force? We are told, it is true, that 
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flavery cannot be fo repugnant to human nature as 
we at firft imagine, becauie it has been pra&ifed in 
all ages, and in all nations : the Lacedemonians 
themfelves, thofe great affertors of liberty, con¬ 
quered the Helotes with the delign of making them 
their flaves ; the Romans, whom we conlider as 
our mailers in civil and military policy, lived in 
the exercife of the moll horrid opprellion ; they con¬ 
quered to plunder and to enflave. What a hideous 
afpect the face of the earth mult then have exhibit-* 
ed ! Provinces, towns, dillricts, often depopulated ; 
their inhabitants driven to Rome, the greatell mar¬ 
ket in the world, and there fold by thoufands ! The 
Roman dominions were tilled by the hands of unfor¬ 
tunate people, who had once been, like their viftors, 
free, rich, and pofleffed of every benefit l'ociety can 
confer; until they became fubjeft to the cruel right 
of war, and to lawlefs force* Is there then no fuper- 
intending power who conducts the moral operations 
of the world, as well as the phylical > The fame 
fublime hand which guides the planets round the 
fun with fo much exa&nefs, which preferves the ar¬ 
rangement of the whole with fuch exalted wifdom 
and paternal care, and preventsthe vail fyllem from 
falling into confnlicn ; doth it abandon mankind to 
all the errors, the follies, and the miferies, which 
their moll frantic rage, and their molt dangerous 
vices and pafiions can produce ? 

The hillory of the earth ! doth it prefent any 
thing but crimes of the moll heinous nature, com¬ 
mitted from one end of the world to the other ? We 
obferve avarice, rapine, and murder, equally pre¬ 
vailing in all parts. Hillory perpetually tells us, of 
millions of people abandoned to the caprice of the 
maddell princes, and of whole nations devoted to 
the blind fury of tyrants ; countries dellroyed ; nati¬ 
ons alternately buried in ruins by other nations; 
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fome parts of the world beautifully cultivated, re¬ 
turned again into their priitine ftate ; the fruits of 
ages of mduftry, the toil of thoufands, in a fit or t 
time deftroyed by a few ! If one corner breathes in 
peace for a few years, it is, in turn, fubjected, torn, 
and levelled ; one would alrnoft believe the princi¬ 
ples of action in man, coniidered as the fil'd agent 
of this planet, to be poifoned in their molt effential 
parts. We certainly are not that clafs of beings 
which we vainly think ourfelves to be ; man, an 
animal of prey, feems to have rapine and the love of 
bloodlhed implanted in his heart ; nay, to hold it 
the molt honourable occupation in fociety : we never 
fpeak of a hero of mathematics, a hero of knowledge 
or humanity; no, this illultrious appellation is 
referved for the moltfuccefsful butchers of the world* 
If nature has given us a fruitful foil to inhabit, Ihe 
has refilled us fuch inclinations and propenlities as 
would afford us the full enjoyment of it. Extenfive as 
the furface of this planet is, not one half of it is yet 
cultivated, not one half replenilhed ; die created man, 
and placed him either in the woods or plains 
and provided him with paffions which mult forever 
oppofe his happinefs : every thing is fubmitted to the 
power of the ftrongeft ; men, like the elements, 
are always at war ; the weakeft yield to the mod: po¬ 
tent ; force, fubtility, and malice, always triumph 
over unguarded honefty, and fimplicity. Benignity, 
moderation, and juftice, are virtues adapted only 
to the humble paths of life : we love to talk of virtue 
and to admire its beauty, while in the lhade of foli- 
tude, and retirement ; but when we fiep forth into 
active life, if it happen to be in competition with any 
paflion or defire, do we obferve it to prevail ? Hence 
fo many religious impoflors have triumphed over the 
credulity of mankind, and have rendered their 
frauds die creeds of fucceeding. generations, during. 
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the courfe of many ages ; until, worn away by time, 
they have been replaced by new ones. Hence the 
mod: unjuft war, if fupported by the greateft force, 
always fucceeds; hence the inoft jolt ones, when 
fupported only by their jnftice, as often fail. Such 
is the afcendancy of power ; the fupreme arbiter of 
all the revolutions which we obferve in this planet : 
fo irrefiftible is pother, that it often thwarts the ten¬ 
dency of the moll forcible caufes, and prevents their 
fubfequent falutary effects, though ordained for the 
good of man. by the governor of the univerle. Such 
is the perverfenefs of human nature; who can de- 
fcribe it in all its latitude ? 

In the moments of our philanthropy, we often 
talk of an indulgent nature, a kind parent, who for 
the benefit of mankind has taken Angular pains to 
vary the genera of plants, fruits, grain, and the dif, 
ferent productions of the earth ; and has fpread pe¬ 
culiar bleffings in each climate. This is undoubtedly 
an object of contemplation which calls forth our 
warmeft gratitude ; for fo Angularly benevolent 
have thofe paternal intentions been, that where 
barrennefs of foil or feverity of climate prevail, there 
Ihe has implanted in the heart of man, feniiments 
which oyer-balance every mifery, and fupply the 
place of every want. She has given to the inhabitants 
of thefe regions, an attachment to their favage 
rocks and wild fhores, unknown to thofe who in¬ 
habit the fertile fields of the temperate zone, Yet 
if we attentively view this globe, will it not appear 
rather a place of punilhment, than of delight ! And 
what misfortune ! that thofe puniihments Jhould fall 
on the innocent, and its few delights be enjoyed by 
the moll unworthy ! Famine, difeafes, elementary 
convulsions, human feuds, difieufions, kc. are the 
produce of every climate ; each climate produces, 
befides, vices and miferies peculiar to its latitude. 
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View the frigid fterility of the north, whofe familh- 
ed inhabitants, hardly acquainted with the fun, 
live and fare worfe than the bears they hunt : and 
to which they are fuperior only in the faculty of 
fpeaking. View the arftic and antarclic regions, 
thofe huge voids, where nothing lives ; regions of 
eternal i’now : where winter in all his horrors has 
eltablifhed his throne, and arrefted every creative 
power of nature. Will you call the miferable flrag- 
glera in thefe countries by the name of men ? Now 
contrail this frigid power of the north and fouth 
■with that of the fun ; examine the parched lands 
of the torrid zone, replete with fulphureous exhala¬ 
tions ; view thofe countries of Afiafubjeft to peftilen- 
tial infe&ions which lay nature wafte ; view this 
globe often convulfed both from within and without; 
pouring forth from feveral mouths, rivers of boiling 
matter, which are imperceptibly leaving immenfe 
fubterranean graves, wherein millions will one day 
perilh! Look at the poifonous foil of the equator, 
at thofe putrid (limy tracks, teeming with horrid 
monfters, the enemies of the human race ; look 
next at the fandy continent, fcorched perhaps by 
the fatal approach of fome ancient comet, now 
the abode of defolation. Examine the rains, the con- 
vullive llorms of thofe climates, where malTes of 
fulphur, bitumen, and eleftrical fire, combining their 
dreadful powers, are incefiantly hovering and burft- 
ing over a globe threatened with diffolution. On 
this little Ihell, how very few are the fpots where 
man can live and flourifh ? even under thofe mild 
climates which feem to breathe peace and happinefs, 
the poifon of flavery, the fury of defpotifm, and 
the rage of fuperftition, are all combined againft 
man! There only the few live and rule : whilft 
the many ftarve and utter incffeflual complaints; 
there, human nature appears mpre deHafed, per- 
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haps, than in the lei’s favoured climates. The fertile 
plains of Alia, the rich low lands of Egypt and of 
Diarbeck, the fruitful fields bordering cn the Tigris 
and the Euphrates, the extenlive country of the 
Eaft-Indies in all its feparate diitricts ; all thele 
mutt, to the geographical eye, leeni as if intended 
for terreftrial paradifes : but though furrounded 
with the fpontaneous riches of nature, though her 
kindelt favours feem to be Ihed on thofe beautiful 
regions with the moll profule hand ; yet there in 
general we find the molt wretched people in the 
world. Almoft every where, liberty, fo natural to 
mankind, is refufed, or rather enjoyed but by 
their tyrants; the word Have is the appellation of 
every rank, who adore as a divinity, a being worfe 
than themfelves; fubjeiR to every caprice, and to 
every lawlefs rage which unreftrained power can 
give. Tears are llied, perpetual groans are heard, 
where only the accents of peace, alacrity, and gra¬ 
titude ihould-refound. There the very delirium 
of tyranny tramples on the bell gifts of nature, 
and {ports with the fate, the happinefs, the lives of 
millions : there the extreme fertility of the ground 
always indicates the extreme mii’ery of the inhabi¬ 
tants ! 

Every where, one part c i the human fpecies are 
taught the art of lliedding the blood of the other; 
offetting fire to their dwellings ; of levelling the 
works of their indtiflry ; half of the evidence of 
nations regularly employed in deftroying other 
nations. What tittle political felicity is to be met 
with here and there, has coll oceans of blood to 
purchafe ; as if good was never to be the portion of 
unhappy man. Republics, kingdoms, monaremes, 
founded either on fraud or fuccefsful violence, 
increafe, by purfuing the Heps of the fame policy, 
until they are deftroyed in their turn, either by the 
8 , 
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influence of their own crimes, or by more fuccefsful 
but equally criminal enemies. 

If from this general review of human nature, we 
defeend to the examination of what is called civi¬ 
lized fociety ; there the combination of every natural 
and artificial want, makes us pay very dear for what 
little fhare of political felicity we enjoy. It is a 
Ilrange heterogeneous afiemblage of vices arid virtues, 
and of a variety of other principles, for ever at 
war, for ever jarring, for ever producing fome 
dangerous, fome diftreliing extreme. Where do you 
conceive, then, that nature intended we Ihould be 
happy ? Would you prefer the Hate of men in the 
■woods, to that of men in a more improved fitua- 
tion ? Evil preponderates in both ; in the firft they 
often eat each other for want of food, and in the 
other they often ftarve each other for want of room. 
For my part, I think the vices and miferies to be 
found in the latter, exceed thofe of the former ; 
in which real evil is more fcarce, more fupportable, 
and lefs enormous. Yet we willi to fee the earth 
peopled ; to accomplilh the happinefs of kingdoms, 
which is laid to confift in numbers. Gracious God! 
to what end is the introduction of fo many beings 
into a mode of exiltence, in which they mull grope 
amidft fo many errors, commit fo many crimes, and 
meet with fo many difeafes, wants, and fufferings ! 

The following feene will, I hope, account for 
thefe melancholy reflexions, and apologize for the 
gloomy thoughts with which I have filled this let- 
ter: my mind is, and always has been, oppreffed 
fince I became a witnefs of it. I was not long lincc 
invited to dine with a planter who lived three miles 
from—, where he then refuted. In order to a. 
void the heat of the fun, 1 refolved to go on foot, 
Iheltered in a fmall path leading through a pleafant 
Wood. 1 was leifurely travelling along, attentively 
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jamming fome peculiar plants which I had collect¬ 
ed, when all at once I felt the air ftrongly agitated, 
though the day was perfectly calm and fnltry. I 
immediately caff my eyes towards the cleared 
ground, from which i was but at a fmall diftance, in 
order to fee whether it was not occafioned by a fud- 
den Jhower ; when at that inftant, a found, re- 
fcmbling a deep, rough voice, uttered, as 1 thought, 
a few inarticulate monofyllables. Alarmed and fur- 
prifed, I precipitately looked all round, when I per¬ 
ceived, at about fix rods difiance, fome thing re- 
fembling a cage, fufpended to the limbs of a tree ; 
all the branches of -which appeared covered witn 
large birds of prey, fluttering about, and anxioui!/ 
endeavouring to perch on the cage. Actuated by an 
involuntary motion of my hands, mere titan by any 
delign of my mind, I fired at them ; they all flew to 
a fiiort diftance, with a moft hideous ncife : when, 
horrid to think and painful to repeat, I perceived a 
negro fufpended in the cage, and left there to ex¬ 
pire ! I Ihudder when I recoiled:, that the birds had 
already picked out his eyes ; his cheek bones were 
bare: his arms had been attacked in feveral place', 
and his body feemed covered with a multitude of 
wounds. From the edges of the hollow fockets, 
and from the lacerations with which he was disfi¬ 
gured, the blood (lowly dropped, and tinged the 
ground beneath. No fooner were the birds flown, 
than lwarms of infeds covered the whole body of 
th'is unfortunate wretch, eager to feed on his man¬ 
gled flelb, and to drink his blood. I found rnyfelf 
fiiddenly arrefted by the power of affright and ter¬ 
ror ; my nerves were convull'ed ; I trembled, I 
ftood motionlels, involuntarily contemplating the 
fate of this negro, in all its difiral latitude. The 
living fpedre, though deprived of his eyes, could 
ftill diftindly hear, and, in his uncouth dialed, beg- 
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ged me to give him fome water, to allay his thirft. 
Humanity herfelf would have recoiled back with 
horror ; ll.e would have balanced whether to leilen 
fuch relieflefs diftrefs, or mercifully with one blow 
to end this dreadful feene of agonizing torture ! 
Had I had a ball in my gun, I certainly fhould have 
difpatched him ; but finding myfelf unable to perform 
I’o kind an office, I fought, though trembling, to re¬ 
lieve him as well as I could. A fhell, ready fixed to a 
pole, which had been ufed by fome negroes, prefent- 
ed itfelf to me ; I filled it with water, and w ith 
trembling hands I guided it to the quivering lips of 
the wretched fufferer. Urged by the irrefiftible 
power of thirft, he endeavoured to meet it, as he in¬ 
stinctively gueffed its approach, by the noife it made 
in palling through the bars of the cage. “Tanke, 
“ you white man, tanke yon, pute fome poifon and 
“ give me.” How long, I alked him, have you been 
hanging there ? “ Two days, and me no die ; the 
“ birds, the birds ; aaah me !” 

Oppreffed with the reflexions which this block¬ 
ing Ipedlacle afforded me, I mnftered ftrength 
enough to walk away, and foon reached the houfe 
at which I intended to dine. There I heard that 
the reafon for this fiave being thus puniflted, was 
on account of his having killed the overfeer of the 
plantation. They told me, that the laws of felf-pre- 
iervaticn rendered fuch executions neceffary ; and 
l'upported the doctrine of flavery with the argu- 
guments generally made life of, to jnftify the praftice ; 
with the repetition of w-hich I (hall not trouble you 
atprclent. . Adieu. 
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LETTER X. 

On fnakes ; and on the humming bird. 

W HY would you prefcribe this talk ? you knot* 
that what we take up ourfelves feems always 
lighter than what is impoled on us by others. You 
intiit on my faying fomething about our fnakes ; 
and in relating what I know concerning them, were 
it not for two iingularities, the one of which I law, 
and the other I received from an eye-witnefs, I 
Ihould have but very little to obferve. 

The fouthern provinces are the countries where 
nature has formed the greateft variety of alligators, 
fnakes, ferpents, arid fcorpions, from the linalleft 
fize, up to the fine barren, the largeft lpecies known 
here. We have but two, whofe flings are mortal, 
which deferve to be mentioned ; as for the black 
one, it is remarkable for nothing but its induflry, 
agility, beauty, and the art of enticing birds by thcs 
power of its eyes. I admire it much, and never kill 
it, though its formidable length and appearance of¬ 
ten get the better of the philofophy of fome peo¬ 
ple, particularly of Europeans. 1 he molt danger¬ 
ous one is the pilot, or copperhead ; for the poifon of 
which no’remedy has yet been difcovered. It bears 
the firftname becaufe if always precedes the rattle- 
fnake ; that is, quits its ftate' of torpidity in the fpring 
a' week before the other. It bears the fecond name 
on account of its head being adorned with many cop¬ 
per-coloured fpots. It lurks in rocks near the wa¬ 
ter, and is extremely aftive and dangerous. Let 
man beware of it. 

.1 have heard only of one perfon who was flung 
by a copperhead in this country. The poor wretch 
inftantly fwellcd iu a moft dreadful piawier: a 
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multitude of fpots, of different hues, alternately 
appeared and vanifhed, on different parts of his 
body: his eyes were filled with madnefs and 
rage ; he caft them on all prefent with the molt 
vindictive looks: he thruft out his tongue as the 
fnakes do ; lie hided through his teeth with incon¬ 
ceivable flrength, and became an objeft of terror 
to all hy-ftanders. To the lividnel's a corpfe he 
united the delperate force of a maniac ; they hard¬ 
ly were able to faften him, fo as to guard them- 
felves from his attacks; when in the fpace of two 
hours, death relieved the poor wretch from his 
ftruggles, and the fpectators from their apprehen- 
fions. 

The poifon of the rattle-fnake is not mortal in 
fo fliort a fpace ; and hence there is more time to 
procure relief; we are acquainted with feveral an¬ 
tidotes with which almoft every family is provided. 
They are extremely inaftive, and if not touched, 
are perfectly inoffenfive. I once faw, as I was tra¬ 
velling, a great cliff which was full of them; I 
handled feveral, and they appeared to be dead; 
they were all entwined together, and thus they re¬ 
main, until the return of the fun. I found them 
out, by following the track of fome wild hogs, 
which had fed on them ; and even the Indians of¬ 
ten regale on them. When they find them afleep, 
they put a fmall forked flick over their necks, which 
they keep immoveably fixed on the ground; giv¬ 
ing the fnake a piece of leather to bite’: and this 
they pull back feveral times with great force, until 
they obferve their two poifonous fangs torn out. 
Then they cut off the head, fkin the body, and cook 
it as we do eels; and their flefh is extremely fweet 
and white. 

. I once faw a tamed rattle-fnake, as gentle as you 
fan poffibly conceive a reptile to be j it took to tju; 
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water, and fwam whenever it pleafed ; and when 
the boys, to whom it belonged, called it back, their 
fummons was readily obeyed. It had been deprived 
of its fangs by the preceding method; they often 
flroked it with a foft brufh, and this friftion feerned 
to caufe the moll pleaiing fenfarions, for it would 
turn on its back to enjoy it, as a cat does before 
the fire. 

One of this fpecies was the caufe, fome years ago, 
of a moll deplorable accident, which I lhall relate 
to you, as I had it from the widow' art! mother of 
the viftims. A Dutch farmer of the Minifink went 
to mowing, with his negroes, in his boots, a pre¬ 
caution ufed to prevent being flung. Inadvertently 
he trod on a fnake, which immediately flew at his 
legs; and as it drew back in order to renew its 
blow', one of his negroes cut it in two with his 
fcythe. They profecuted their work, and returned 
home ; at night the farmer pulled off his boots and 
went to bed; and was foon after attacked with a 
llrange ficknefs at his ftomach ; he fwelled, and 
before a phyfician could be fent for, died. The 
fudden death of this man did not caufe much en¬ 
quiry ; the neighbourhood wondered, as is ufual in 
fuch cafes; and without any further examination, 
the corpfe was buried. A few days after, the fon 
put on his father’s boots, and went to the meadow ; 
at night he pulled them off, went to bed, and was 
attacked with the fame fymptoms about the fame 
tijne, and died in the morning. A little before he 
expired, the doftor came, but w'as not able to af- 
fign what could be the caufe of fo lingular a difor- 
der ; however, rather than appear wholly at a lofs 
before the country people, he pronounced both fa¬ 
ther and fon to have been bewitched. 

Some weeks after, the widow fold all the movea- 
J/ks, for the benefit of the younger children; and 
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the farm was leafed. One of the neighbours, who 
bought the boots, prefently put them on, and was 
attacked in the fame manner as the other two had 
been ; but this man’s wife being alarmed by what 
had happened in the former family, difpatched one 
of her negroes, for an eminent phylician, who for¬ 
tunately having heard fomcthing of this dreadful 
affair, gudfed at the caufe, applied oil, &c. and re¬ 
covered the man. '1 he boots, w'hich had been fo 
fatal, were then carefully examined ; and he found 
that the two fangs of the fnake had been left in the 
leather, after being wrenched out of their fockets 
by the ftrength with which the fnake had drawn 
back its head. The bladders, which contained the 
poifon, and feveral of the fmall nerves, were ftill 
frelh, and adhered to the boot. The unfortunate 
father and fon had been poifoned by pulling off 
thefe boots, in which action they imperceptibly 
fcratched their legs with the points of the fangs, 
through the hollow of which, fome of this afto- 
nilhing poifon was conveyed. 

You have, no doubt, heard of their rattles, if you 
have not feen them ; the only obfervation I wifh to 
make is, that the rattling is loud and diftintt when 
they are angry ; and on the contrary, when pleaf- 
ed, it founds like a diftant trepidation, in which no¬ 
thing diftinct is heard. Itt the thick fettlements, 
they are now become very fcarce; for wherever 
they are met with, open war is declared againft 
rhem; fo that in a few years there will be none 
left but on our mountains. 

The black fnake, on the contrary, always diverts 
me becaufe it excites no idea of danger. Their 
fwiftnefs is afkmifhing ; they will fotnetimes equal 
that, of an horfe ; at other times, they will climb 
lip trees in queft of our tree toads; or glide on tht 
ground at full length. 'On fonje occafions they pre«- 
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lent themfelves half in the reptile ftate, half erett ; 
their eyes and their heads, in the ereftpolture, appear 
to great advantage : the former difplay a fire which 
I have often admired, and it is by thefe they are 
enabled to fafcinate birds and fquirrels. When they 
have fixed their eyes on an animal, they become im¬ 
moveable ; only turning their heads fometimes to 
the right and fometimes to the left, but {fill with 
their fight invariably directed to the object. The 
diftradted victim, inftead of flying its enemy, feems 
to be arrefted by fome invifible power ; it {creams ; 
now approaches, and then recedes; and after {kip¬ 
ping about with unaccountable agitation, finally 
rulhes into the jaws of the fnake, andisfwallowed, 
as foon as it is covered with a {lime or glue, to make 
it Hide eafily down the throat of the devourer. 

One anecdote I rauft relate, the circumftances 
of which are as true as they are Angular. One of 
iny conftant walks, when I am at leifure, is in my 
lowlands, where I have the pleafure of feeing my 
cattle, horfes and colts. Exuberant grafs repleuilhes 
all my fields, the belt reprefentative of our wealth ; 
in the middle of that track, I have cut a ditch 
eight feet wide, the banks of which nature adorns 
every fpring with the wild falendine, and other 
flowering weeds, which, on thefe luxuriant grounds, 
{hoot up to a great height- Over this ditch I have 
erected abridge, capable of bearing a loaded wag¬ 
gon ; on each lide I carefully fow every year fome 
grains of hemp, which rife to the height of fifteen 
feet, fo ftrong and fo full of limbs, as to refemble 
young trees: I once afcended one of them four feet 
above the ground. Thefe produce natural arbours, 
rendered often ftill more compact by the aillltance 
of an annual creeping plant, which we call a vine, 
that never fails to entwine itfelf among their 
branches, and always produces a very defirabl® 
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ON SNAKES, kc. 

lhade: From this Ample grove I have amufed 
felf an hundred times in obferving the great num- 
ber of humming birds with which our country 
abounds : the wild bloffoms every where atiraft 
the attention of thefe birds, which, like bees, lub- 
fifl: by fuflion. From this retreat I dillinftly watch 
them in all their various attitudes; hut their 
fhght is fo rapid, that you cannot diftinguilh the 
motion of their wings. On this little bird, nature 
has profufely lavilhed her molt fplendid colours ; the 
moll perfect azure, the mod beautiful gold, the moft 
dazzling red, are forever in contrail:, and help to 
embellilh the plumes of his majeftic head. The 
richeft pallet of the moft luxuriant painter, could 
never invent any thing to be compared to the va¬ 
riegated tints with which this infect bird is array¬ 
ed. Its bill is as long and as (harp as a coarl’e few. 
ing needle; like the bee, nature has taught it to 
find out, in the calix of flowers and blolfoms, 
thofe mellifluous particles that ferve it for fuffici- 
cierit food ; and yet it l'eems to leave them un¬ 
touched, undeprived of any thing that our eyes 
can poilibly diftinguilh. When it feeds, it appears 
as if immoveable, though continually on the wing; 
and fometimes, from what motives I know not, it 
will tear and lacerate flowers into a hundred 
pieces: for, ftrange to tell, they are the moft iraf. 
cible of the feathered tribe. Where do paflions 
find room in I’o diminutive a body ? They often 
fight with the fury of lions, until one of the comba¬ 
tants falls a facrlfice and dies. When fatigued, it has 
often perched within a few feet of me, and on fucli 
favourable opportunities I have furveyedit with the 
moft minute attention. Its little eyes appear like 
diamonds, reflecting light on every fide : moft ele¬ 
gantly finilhed in all parts, it is a miniature work 
of our great parent j who feems to have formed 
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it the fmallefl, and at the fame time the moll beau¬ 
tiful of the winged fpeeies. 

As I was one day fitting fblitary and perfivc in 
my primitive arbour, my attention vas engaged by 
aflrange fort of ruffling noile at feme pates tlif- 
tance. I looked all around without diiht.guifhing 
any thing, until I climbed one of my great hemp 
flocks; when to my aftonilhment, I beheld two 
fnakts of coniiderable length, the one purfuingthe 
other with great celerity through a hemp ftubble 
field. The aggreffor was of the black kind, fix feet 
long ; the fugitive was a water fnake, nearly of 
equal dimensions. They foon met, and in the 
fury of their firft encounter, they appeared in an 
inflant firmly twilled together ; and whiifi. their 
united tails beat the ground, they mutually tried 
with open jaws to lacerate each other. Vvhat a fell 
afpecl did they prefent! their heads were comprelfcd 
to a very fmall free, their eyes flailed fire ; and 
after this confiifl had lsfted about five minutes, the 
fecond found means to difengage itlelf from the firff, 
and hurried toward the ditch. Its antagonifl inftant- 
ly aluimed a newpolfure, and half creeping and half 
erect, [with a ntajeftic mein, overtook and attacked 
the other again, which placed itlelf in the fame 
attitude, and prepared to refill. The feene was un¬ 
common and beautiful; for thus oppofed, they fought 
with their jaws, biting each other with the utmoft 
rage ; but notwithstanding this appearance of mutual 
courage and fury, the water fnake 11.11 leaned deft- 
rous of retreating toward the ditch, its natural ele¬ 
ment. This was no l'ooner perceived by the keen¬ 
eyed black one, than twifling its tail twice round a 
flock of hemp, and feizing its adverfary by the 
throat, not by means of its jaws, but by twifling its 
own neck twice round that of the water fnake, pulled 
it back from the ditch. To prevent a defeat, the 
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latter took hold likewife of a ftalk on the bank, anil 
by the acquifition of that point of reliitance became 
a match for its tierce antagonift. Strange was this to 
behold ; two great fnakes tlrongly adhering to the 
ground, mutuahy fattened together by means of the 
writhings which lathed them to each other, and 
ftretched at their full length, they pulled, but pulled 
in vain ; and in the moments of greatelt exertions, 
that part of their bodies which was entwined, 
feemed extremely fmall, while the reft appeared in¬ 
flated, and now and then convulfed with ftrong 
undulations, rapidly following each other. Their 
eyes feerned on lire, and ready to ft art out of their 
heads ; at one time, the conflict feemed decided ; 
the water i'nake bent itfelf into two great folds, and 
by that operation rendered the other more than 
commonly outftretched ; the next minute the new 
ftruggles of the black one gained an unexpected fu- 
periority ; it acquired two great folds likewife, 
which neceffarily extended the body of its adverfary 
in proportion as it had contracted its own. Theie 
efforts were alternate ; victory feemed doubtful, in¬ 
clining fometimes to the one fide and iometimes to 
the other ; until at laft the flalk to which the black 
fnake fattened, fuddenly gave way, and in comb- 
quence of this accident they both plunged into the 
ditch, ‘i he water did not extinguilh thcir vindictive 
rage ; for by their agitations 1 could trace, though 
not aiftinguiih their mutual attacks. They loon re¬ 
appeared on the furface, twilled together, as in 
their firft onfet; but the black fnake feemed to retain 
its wonted fuperiority, for its head was exactly fixed 
above that of the other, which it inceffantly preffed 
down under the water, until it was ftified, and 
funk. The viftor no feoner perceived its enemy 
incapable of farther refiftance, than abandoning it 
to the current, it returned on fhore, and difappeared* 
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LETTER XI. 

Front mr. ha an Mixmvitz, a Ruffian gentleman ; dc- 
fcribing the vijit he paid at mv requej}, to mr . John 
Bartrum, the celebrated Pennfylvania botanif!• 

E XAMINE this flourilhing province, in 
whatever light you will, the eyes, as well as 
the mind of an European traveller are equally de¬ 
lighted ; becaufe a diifulive happinefs appears in every 
part, happinefs which is cftablifhed on the broadeit 
balis. The wifdom of Lycurgus and Solon never con¬ 
ferred on man one half of the bleffings and uninter¬ 
rupted profperity which the Pennfylvanians now pof- 
lefs : the name of Penn, that fimple but illuftrious 
citizen, doe? more honour, to the Englilh nation, than 
thofe of many of their kings. 

In order to convince you that I have not bellowed 
undeferved praifes, in my former letters, on this ce¬ 
lebrated government ; and that either nature or the 
climate feems to be more favourable here to the arts 
and fciences, than to any other American province ; 
let us together, agreeable to your defire, pay a vifit 
to mr. John Bartram, the lirft botanift, in this new 
hemifphere—become fuch by a native impulfe of 
difpofition. It is to this fimple man that America is 
indebted for feverai ufefuldifcoveries, and the know¬ 
ledge of many new plants. I had been greatly pre- 
poflefled in his favour by the extenfive correfpond- 
ence which I knew he held with the moll eminent 
Scotch and French botanifts ; I knew alfo that he 
had been honoured with that of the queen Ulrica 
of Sweden. 

His houfe is fmall, but decent; there was fome- 
thing peculiar in its firft appearance, which feemed 
tP diftinguifh it from thofe of his neighbours; a 
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fmall rower in the middle of it, not only helped to 
ftrengtlien it, but aiiorded convenient room for a 
ffaircaie. Every dii'polition of the fields, fences, and 
trees, feemed to bear the marks of perfect order and 
regularity, which, in rural affairs, always indicate a 
profperous indultry. 

I was received at the door by a woman drc-lled 
extremely neat and fiinple, who, without courtefy- 
ing or any other ceremonial, aftced me, with an air 
of benignity, who I wanted ? I anfwered, I (liould 
be glad to lee mr. Bartram. If thee wiltltepin, 
and take a chair, I will lend for him. No, I faid ; I 
had rather have the pleai’ure of walking through 
his farm ; I lliall ealily find him out, with your 
directions. After a little time I perceived the Schuyl- 
lcill, winding through delightful meadows, and fcon 
call my eyes on a new-made bank, which feemed 
greatly to confine its ftream. After having walked 
on its top a conliderable way, I at hit reached a 
place where ten men were at work. I alked, if 
any of them could tell me where mr. Bartram was i 
An elderly looking man, with wide trowfers and 
a large leather apron'on, looking at me, faid, “ My 
name is Bartram; dolt thee want me Sir, I am 
come on purpofe to converfe with you, if you 
can be fpared from your labour. “ Very eafily,’’ 
he anfwered, “ I direct and advife more than I 
work.’ 

We walked toward the houfe, where he made 
me take a chair, while he went to put on clean 
clothes; after which he returned and fat down by 
me. The fame of your knowledge, faid I, in Ame¬ 
rican botany, and your well-known hofpitality, 
have induced me to pay you a vifit, which, I hope, 
you will not think troublefome : I ihould be glad to 
fpend a few hours in your garden. “ The greatell 
advantage/’ replied he, “ which I receive from 
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what theecalleft mv botanies! fame, is the pleafure 
which it often procureth me in receiving the vilits 
of friends and foreigners: but our jaunt into the 
garden mud be poftponed for the prelent, as the bell 
is ringing for dinner.” We entered into a large 
hall, where there was a long table full of victuals ; 
at the loweft part fat his negroes : his hired men 
were next ; then the family and myfelf; and at the 
head the venerable father and the wife prelided. 
Each reclined his head, and laid his prayers, diveil¬ 
ed of the tedious cant of Come, and of the ollentatious 
llyle of others. “ After the luxuries of our cities,” 
obferved he, “ this plain fare mull appear to thee a 
fevere fail.” By no means, mr- Bartram, this honelt 
country dinner convinces me, that von receive me as 
a friend and an old acquaintance. “ I am glad of it, 
for thee art heartily welcome. I never knew how to 
ufe ceremonies; they are infuiiicient proofs of Jin- 
cerity ; oui fociety, belides, are utterly Grangers to 
what the world calleth polite expreiiions. We treat 
others as we treat ourlelves. I received yefterday a 
letter from Philadelphia, by which I underhand 
thee art a Ruffian ; what motives can poliibly have 
induced thee to quit thy native countrv, and to come 
fo far in quell of knowledge or pleafure ? Verily it is a 
great compliment thee pavelt to this our young pro¬ 
vince, to think that any thing it exbibitcth may be 
worthy thy attention.” J have been moll amply re¬ 
paid for the trouble cf the paflage. I view the pre- 
lent Americans as the feed of future nations, which 
will replenilh this boundlefs continent; the Ruffians 
may be in feme refpefts compared to you ; we like- 
wife are a new people, new I mean, in knowledge, 
arts, and improvements. Who knows what revolu¬ 
tions Ruffia and America may one day bring about ? 
we are perhaps nearer neighbours than we imagine. 
I view with peculiar attention, all your towns. I ex- 
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amine their fim.nion and the police, for which ma¬ 
ny are already {'..mens. 1 hough their foundations 
are now i'o recent, and fo well remembered, yet 
their origin v, ill puzzle pofterity as much as we are 
now puzzled to afeertain the beginning of thofe 
which time lias, in fome meafure deftroyed. Your 
new buildings/your itreets put me in mind of thofe 
of the city of Pomfeia, where I was a few years 
ago ; I attentively examined every thing there, par¬ 
ticularly the foot-paths which run along the houles. 
They appeared to have been coniiderably w orn by 
the great number of people which had once travel¬ 
led over them. But now how dillant ; neither build¬ 
ers nor proprietors remain ; nothing is known ! 
“ Why thee halt been a great traveller for a man 
of thy years.” Few years, lir, will enable any body 
to journey over a great tract of country; but it 
requires a fuperior degree of knowledge to gather 
harvefts as we go. Pray, mr. Bartram, what banks 
are thofe which you are making ? .to what purpofe 
is fo much expenfe and fo much labour bellowed ? 
“ Friend Iwan, no branch of induftry was ever 
more profitable to any country', as well as to the pro¬ 
prietors ; the Schuylkill, in its many windings, once 
covered a great extent of ground, though its waters 
were but lhallow, even in our higheft tides : and 
though fome parts were always dry, yet the whole 
of this great tract prefented to the eye nothing but 
a putrid.fwampy foil, ufelefs either for the plough 
or for the fey the. The proprietors of thefe grounds 
are now incorporated ; we yearly pay to the trea- 
furer of the company a certain fum, which makes an 
aggregate, fuperior to the cafualties that generally 
happen either by inundations or the mulk fqualh. It 
is owing to this happy contrivance, that ifo many 
thoufand acres of meadows have been refeued front 
the Schuylkill, which now both enricheth and em- 
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Wlifneth fo much of the neighbourhood of our 
city. Our brethren of Salem in New Jerfey have 
carried the art of banking to a ftill higher degree 
of perfeftion.” It is really an admirable contrivance, 
which greatly redounds to the honour of the parties 
concerned ; and lliows a fpirit of difcenmient and 
perfeverance w'hich is highly praife-vorthy : if the 
Virginians would imitate your, example, the hate 
of their hulbandry would greatly improve. I have 
not heard of any fuch alfociation in any other parts 
of the continent; Pennfylvania hitherto feems to 
reign the unrivalled queen of thefe fair provinces. 
Pray, fir, what expenle are you at, ere thefe grounds 
be fit for the fcythe ! “ The expenfes are very con- 
fiderable, particularly when we have land, brooks, 
trees, and brulh to clear away. But fuch is the ex¬ 
cellence of thefe bottoms and the goodnefs of the 
grafs for fattening of cattle, that the produce of 
three years pays all advances.” Happy the country 
where nature has bellowed fuch rich treafures, 
-treafures fuperior to mines, laid I : if all this fair 
province is thus cultivated, no wonder it has ac¬ 
quired fuch reputation, for the profperity and th? 
induftry of its inhabitants. 

By this time the w orking part of the family had 
finilked their dinner, and had retired wfith a decen¬ 
cy and lilence which pleafed me much. Soon after 
I heard, as I thought, a diftant concert of inftrn- 
ments.—However limple and pall oral your fare 
was, rcr. Bartram, this is the defert of a prince; 
pray what is this 1 hear ? “ Thee mull not be alarm¬ 
ed, it is of a piece w ith the reft of thy treament, 
friend Iwan.” Anxious I followed the found, ar.d 
by alcending the ftaircaife, found that it w as the ef- 
feft of the wind through the lirirgs of an Eolian 
harp; an inftruir.ent which I had never before 
iecn. After dinner we quaffed an honeft bottle qf 
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Madeira wine, without the irkfome labour of toafts, 
healths, or fentiments; and then retired into his 
Rudy. 

■ I was no fooner entered, than I obferved a coat 
of arms in a gilt frame, with the name of John Bar- 
tram. The novelty of fuch a decoration, in fuch a 
place, ftruck me; I could not avoid alking, does the 
fociety of friends take any pride in thofe armonial 
bearings; which fontetimes ferve as marks of dif- 
tinction between families, and much oftener as 
food for pride and oftentation ? “ Thee mull know” 
(laid he) “ that my father was a Frenchman; he 
brought this piece of painting over with him ; I 
keep it as a piece of family furniture, and as a me¬ 
morial of his removal hither.” From his ftudy we 
went into the garden, which contained a great va¬ 
riety of curious plants and Ihrubs ; fome grew in a 
green-houfe, over the door of which were written 
thefe lines, 

“ Slave to no fett, -who takes no private road, 

“ But looks through nature, up to nature’s God.” 

He informed me that he had often followed general 
Bouquet to Pittiburg, with the view of herbalif- 
ing ; that he had made ufeful colle&ions in Virgi¬ 
nia, and that he had been employed by the king of 
(England to vifit the two Floridas. 

Our walks and botanical obfervations engroffed 
fo much of our time, that the fun was almoft down 
ere I thought of returning to Philadelphia; I re¬ 
gretted that the day had been fo Ihort, as I had 
not fpent fo rational a one for a long time before. 
I wanted to ftay, yet was doubtful whether it would 
pot appear improper/being an utter ftranger. Know¬ 
ing, however, that I was vifiting the leaft ceremo¬ 
nious people in the world, I bluntly informed him 
of the pleafure I had enjoyed, and of the defire I 
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had of flaying a few days with him. “ Thee art 
as welcome, as if I was thy father; thee art no 
flranger ; thy delire of knowledge, thy being a 
foreigner beiides, entitleth thee to confider my houfe 
as thine own, as long as thee pleafeth : ufe thy time 
with the moft perfect freedom ; I too lhall do fo my- 
felf.” I thankfully accepted the kind invitation.” 

We went to view his favourite bank ; he ihow- 
ed me the principles and method on which it was 
erected ; and we walked over the grounds which had 
been already drained. The whole ftore of nature’s 
kind luxuriance feemed to have been exhaufled on 
thefe oeautiful meadows; he made me count the 
amazing number of cattle and horfes now feeding 
on folid bottoms, which but a few years before had 
been covered with water- '1 hence we rambled 
through his fields, where the right-angular fences, 
the heaps of pitched Hones, the flourilhing clover, 
announced the beft hulbandry, as well as the moft 
afliduous attention. His cows were then returning 
home, deep bellied, Ihort legged, having udders 
ready to burft; feeking with leeming toil, to be 
delivered from the great exuberance they contain¬ 
ed : he next Ihowed me his orchard, formerly plan¬ 
ted on a barren fandy foil, but long lince converted 
into one of the richeft fpots in that vicinage. 

“ This” (faid he) “ is altogether the fruit of 
my owm contrivance ; I purchafed fome years ago 
the privilege of a fmall fpring, about a mile and a 
half from hence, which at a confiderable expenfe 
I have brought to this relervoir ; therein I throw 
old lime, allies, horfedung, &c. and twice a week I 
let it run thus impregnated ; I regularly fpread on 
this ground in the fall, old hay, ftraw', and whate¬ 
ver damaged fodder I have about my barn. By 
thefe Ample means I mow, one year with another, 
fifty-three hundreds of excellent hay per acre, from 
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a foil, which fcarcely produced five-fingers [a fimaS 
plant refiembling fircrsibenies ] ionie years before.’' 
This is, fir, a miracle in hufbandry; happy the 
country which is cultivated by a fociety of men, 
whofe application and tafte lead them to profecute 
and accomplilh ufeful works. “ I am not the only 
perfon who do thefe things,” he faid : “ wherever 
water can be had, it is always turned to that im¬ 
portant ufe ; wherever a farmer can water his 
meadows, the greateft crops of the belt hay and 
excellent after-grafs, are the fure rewards of his 
labours. With the banks of my meadow ditches, I 
have greatly enriched my upland fields. Thole which 
I intend to reft for a few years, I cor.flamly fow 
with red clover, which is the greateft meliorator 
of our lands. For three years after, they yield 
abundant pafture ; when I want to break up my 
clover fields, I give them a good coat of mud, 
which hath been expofed to the feverities of three or 
four of our winters. This is the reafon that I com¬ 
monly reap from twenty-eight to thirty-fix bulhels 
of wheat an acre ; my flax, oats, and Indian corn, 
I raife in the fame proportion. Wouldft thee in¬ 
form me whether the inhabitants of thy country 
follow the fame methods of hulbandry ? ’’ No, fir ; 
in the neighbourhood of our towns, there are 
indeed fome intelligent farmers, w ho profecute their 
rural fchemes with attention ; but v e Ihould be 
too numerous, too happy, too powerful a people, 
if it were poffible for the whole Ruffian empire 
to be cultivated like the province of Pennfylvania. 
Cur lands are fo unequally divided, and fo few of 
our farmers are poffeffcrs of the foil they till, that 
•they cannot execute plans of hulfcar.dry with the 
fame vigour as you do, who hold yours, as it w’ere, 
from the matter of nature, unencumbered and free. 
Oh, America! exclaimed I, thou knoweft not as yj.« 
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the whole extent of thy happinefs : the foundation 
of thy civil polity mult lead thee in a few years to 
a degree of population and power which Europe 
little thinks of! “ Long before this happen/’ an- 
fvered the good' man, “ we fliall reft beneath the 
turf; it is vain for mortals to be prefumpiucus in 
their cor.jeftures: our country is, no doubt, the 
cradle of an extenfive future population; the old 
world is grown weary of its inhabitants; they 
mult come here to flee from the tyranny of the 
great. But doth not thee imagine, that the great 
will, in the courfe of years, come over here alfo ; 
for it is the misfortune of all l'ocieties every where 
to hear of great men, great rulers, and of great 
tyrants.” My dear fir, I replied, tyranny never can 
take a ftrong hold in this country ; the land is too 
wifely diftributed : it is poverty in Europe that 
makes flaves. “ Friend Iwan, as I make no doubt 
that thee underftandeft the Latin tongue, read this 
kind epiftle which the good queen of Sweden, 
Ulrica, lent ine a few years ago. Good woman ! that 
Ihe (liould think in her palace at Stockholm, of poor 
John Bartram, on the banks of Schuylkill; appear¬ 
ed to me very ftrange.” Not in the leaft, dear fir; 
you are the firft man whofe name, as a botanift, 
hath done honour to America; it is very natural 
at the fame time to imagine, that fo extenfive a 
continent muft contain many curious plants and 
trees : is it then furprifing to fee a princefs, fond 
of ufeful knowledge, defcend fometimes from the 
throne, to walk in the gardens of Linnaeus? “ ’Tis 
to the directions of that learned man,” faid mr. 
Bartram, “ that #• am indebted for the method 
which has led roe to the knowledge I now pollefs ; 
the fcience of botany is fo diffufive, that a proper 
thread is abfolutely wanted to conduft the begin¬ 
ner.” Pray, mr. Bartram, when did you imbibe thtt 
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ficfl: wifh to cultivate the fcience of botany ? vvai 
you regularly bred to it in Philadelphia ? “ I havd 
never received any other education than barely read¬ 
ing and writing; this finall farm was all the patrb 
many my father left me. Certain debts and the 
want of meadows kept me rather low in the begin¬ 
ning of my life ; my wife brought me nothing in 
money ; all her riches confifted in her good tem¬ 
per and great knowledge of houfewifery. I fcarcely 
know how to trace my fteps in the botanical career ; 
they appear to me now like unto a dream : but thee 
mayeft rely on what I fliall relate, though I kno\y 
that fome of our friends have laughed at it;’* 

I am not one of thofe people, mr. Bartram, who 
aim at finding out the ridiculous in what is lincerely 
and honeftly averred; “ Well, then, I’ll tell thee : 
one day I was very hufy in holding my plough (for 
thee feeft that I am but a ploughman) ; and being 
weary, I ran. under the lliade of a tree to repol'e 
myfelf. I call; my eyes on a daify, I plucked it me¬ 
chanically, and viewed it with more curiofity than 
common coiintry farmers are wont to do ; and ob- 
ferved therein very many diftinct parts, fome per¬ 
pendicular, fome horizontal. What a lhame, faid my 
mind, or fomething that infpired my mind, that 
thee ihouldft have employed fo many years in till¬ 
ing the earth, and dcflroying fo many flowers and 
plants, without being acquainted with their ftruc- 
tures and their ufes ! This feeming infpiration fud- 
■denly awakened my curiofity ; for thefe were 
not thoughts to which I had been accuftomed. I 
returned to my team, but this new defire did not. 
quit my mind ; I mentioned it no my wife, who 
greatly difcouraged me from pwSecuting my new 
icheme, as Ihe called it; I was not opulent enough, 
flje faid, to dedicate much of my time to ftudies and 
l*bours, which might rob me of that portion of it 
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which is the only wealth of the American farmer- 
However, her prudent caution did not diicourage 
me ; 1 thought about it continually, at i'upper, in 
bed, and wherever I went. 

“ At laft I could not relift the impnlfe ; for on the 
fourth day of the following week, I hired a man 10 
plough for me, and went to Philadelphia. 1 hough 
I knew not what book to call for, I ingenuoufly told 
the bookfeller my errand, who provided me with 
fuch as he thought beft, and a Latin grammar befide. 
Next I applied to a neighbouring fchoclmaftcr, who 
in three months taught me Latin enough to under- 
ftand Linnteus, which Ipurchafed afterward. Then 
I began to botanize all over my farm; in a little 
time I became acquainted with every vegetable that 
grew in my neighbourhood; ar.d next ventured into 
Maryland, living among the Friends: in proportion 
as I thought myfelf more learned, I proceeded far¬ 
ther, and by a fteady application of ieverai years, I 
have acquired a pretty general know ledge o: every 
plant and tree to be found on our continent. In 
procefs of time I was applied to from the old coun¬ 
tries, whither I every year fend many collections- 
Being now made eafy in my circumftances, .1 have 
ceafed to labour, and am never fo happy as when I 
fee and converfe with my friends. If among the many 
plants or Ihrubs I am acquainted with, there are 
any thee wanteft to fend to thy native country. - will 
cheerfully procure them, and give thee n;. . cover 
whatever.directions thee mayeft want.” 

Thus I paffed feveralftay s in eafe, improvement, 
and p||Stfure; I all the operations of 

his Fafm, as well aafigh the •'mutual correfpondence 
between the mafter MPthe inferior members of his 
family, die greateft eafe and decorum ; not a word 
like command feemed to exceed the tone of a Ample 
yviih. The very negroes thenifelves appeared to 
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partake of fuck a decency of behaviour, and modefty 
of countenance, as I had never before obferved. 
By what means, laid I, mr. Bartram, do you rule 
your Haves fo well, that they feem to do their 
work with all the cheerfulnefs of white men ? 
“ Though our erroneous prejudices and opini¬ 
ons once induced us to look upon them as fit only for 
flavery, though ancient cuftom had very unfortu¬ 
nately taught us to keep them in bondage ; yet of 
late, in confequence of the remonftrances of feveral 
friends, and of the good books they have publilhed 
on that fubjeft, our fociety treats them very differ¬ 
ently. With us they are now free. I give thole 
whom* thee didftleeatmy table, eighteen pounds a 
year, with viftuals and clothes, and all other pri¬ 
vileges which white men enjoy. Our fociety treats 
them now as the companions of our labours ; and 
by this management, as well as by means of the 
education we have given them, they are in general 
become a new fet of beings. Thofe whom 1 admit 
to my table, I have found to be good, trufty, moral 
men ; when they do not what we think they Ihould 
do, we difmifs them, which is rll the puniihment we 
inflift. Other focieties of chriilians keep them ftill 
as Haves, without teaching them any kind of religious 
principles: what motive befide fear can they have 
to behave well ? In the firft fettlement of this pro¬ 
vince, we employed them as Haves, I acknowledge; 
but when we found that good example, gentle admo¬ 
nition, and religious principles could lead them to 
fubordination and fobriety, we relinquilhed a me¬ 
thod fo contrary to the $|&feffion of chriftianity. 
We gave them freedom, ano^et few have quitted 
their ancient matters. The "fetfnen breed in our fa¬ 
milies ; and we become attached to one another. I 
taught mine to read and to write ; they love God, 
and fear his judgments. The oldeft perfon among 
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them tranfacts my bufinefs in Philadelphia, with a 
punctuality, from which he has never deviated. They 
conftantly attend our meetings, they participate, in 
health and ficknefs, infancy and old age, in the ad¬ 
vantages our fociety aftcrds. Such are the means we 
have made ufe of, to relieve them from that bon¬ 
dage and ignorance in.which they were kept before. 
Thee perhaps haft been fnrprifed to fee them at my 
table, but by elevating them to the rank of freemen, 
they neceflarily acquire that emulation without 
which we ourl'elves fliould fall into debafement and 
profligate ways.” Mr.. Bartram, this is the moft 
philofophical treatment of negroes that I have heard 
of; happy would it be for America, would other 
denominations of chriftians imbibe the fame princi¬ 
ples, and follow the fame admirable rules. A great 
number of men would be relieved from thole cruel 
/hackles, under which they now groan ; and under 
this impreflion, I cannot endure to fpend more time 
in the louthern provinces. The method with which 
they are treated there, the me3nnefs of their food, 
the feverity of their talks, are fpectacles I have not 
patience to behold. “ I am glad to fee that thee 
haft fo much compaffion ; are there are any Haves in 
thy country ?” Yes, unfortunately, but they are 
more properly civil than domeftic Haves, they are 
attached to the foil on which they live ; it is the 
remains of ancient barbarous cuftoms, eftablifhed it* 
the days of the greateft ignorance and favagenefe 
of manners! and preferved notwithftanding the 
repeated tears of humanity, the loud calls of policy, 
and the commands of religion. The pride of great 
men, with the avarice of landholders, make then* 
look on this clafs asneceiTary tools of hulbandry ; as 
if freemen could not cultivate the ground. “ And is 
It really fo, friend Iwan ? To be poor, to be wretch- 
gd ; , to be a Have, are hard indeed: exiftenc^ is 
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worth enjoying on thofe terms. I am afraid thy 
country will never flourilh under fuchimpolidc go¬ 
vernment.’’ I am very much of your opinion, mr. 
Bartrain, though I am in hopes that the prefent 
reign, illuflrious by fo many ads of the loundeft 
policy, will not expire, without this falutary, this 
neceffary emancipation ; which would fill the Ruf¬ 
fian empire with tears of gratitude. “ How long 
haft thee been in this country?” Four years, fir. 
“ Why thee fpeakeft Englilh almoft like a native ; 
what toil a traveller mult undergo to learn various 
languages, to diveft himfelf of his native preju. 
dices, and to accommodate himfelf to the cuftoir.* 
of all thofe among whom he choofeth to refide.” 

Thus I fpent my time w ith this enlightened bota. 
nift—this worthy citizen; who united all the limpli. 
city of ruftic manners to the rr.oft ufeful learning. 
Various and extenlive were the converfations that 
filled the meafure of my vilit. I accompanied him tQ 
his fields, to his barn, to his bank, to his garden, 
to his fludy, and at laft to the meeting of the fo, 
fiety on the Sunday following. It was at the town 
of Chefter, whither the whole family went in, 
two waggons ; mr. Bartram and I on horfeback, 
When 1 entered the houfe where the friends wer* 
affembled, who might be about twm hundred men 
and w'omen, the involuntary impulfe of ancient cuf, 
tom made me pull off my hat; but foon recover¬ 
ing myfelf, I fat with it on at the end of a bench. 
The meeting-houfe \vas ,a fquare building, devoid 
of any ornament whatever; the whitenefs of th« 
walls, the conveniency of feats, that of a larg* 
ftove, which in cold weather keeps the whole houfe 
warm, were the only efl’ential things which I ob, 
ferved. Neither pulpit nor defk, fount nor altar, 
tabernacle nor organ, were there to be feen ; it is 
jnerely a fpacious room, in wliich thefe jjoo^ pev>« 
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J>le meet every Sunday. A profound fdence enfuecl, 
which lafted about half an hour ; every one had 
his head reclined, and feemed abforbed in profound 
meditation, when a female friend arofe, and de¬ 
clared with a moll engaging modefty, that the fpi- 
rit moved her to entertain them on the fubjecf, 
Ihe had chofen. She treated it with great propriety, 
as a moral ufeful difcourle, and delivered it with¬ 
out theological parade, or the often tation of learn¬ 
ing. Either Ihe mull have been a great adept in pub¬ 
lic fpeaking, or had ftudioully prepared herfelf; a 
circumftance that cannot well be fuppofed, as it is 
a point, in their profelfion, to utter nothing but 
what arifes from fpontaneous impulfe : or elfe the 
great fpirit of the world, the patronage and influ¬ 
ence of which they all came to invoke, muft have 
infpired her with the foundelt morality. Her dif- 
courfe lafted three quarters of an hour. I did not 
obferve one Angle face turned toward her ; never 
before had I feen a congregation Aliening with ft> 
much attention to a public oration. I obferved nei¬ 
ther contortions of body, nor any kind of affecta¬ 
tion in her face, ftyle, or manner of utterance ; 
every thing was natural, and therefore pleafing, 
and lhall I tell you more, Ihe was very handfome, 
although upwards of forty. As foon as file had fl- 
nilhed, every one feemed to return to their former 
meditation for about a quarter of an hour; when 
they role up by common confent, and after fome 
general converfation, departed. 

How Ample their precepts—how unadorned their 
religious fyftem—how few the ceremonies through 
which they pafs, during the courfe of their lives ! 
At their deaths, they are interred by the fraternity, 
without pomp, without prayers, thinking it then too 
late to alter the courfe of God’s eternal decrees ; 
and, as you well know, without either monumcnj 
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or tomb-ftone. Thus after having lived unde* 
the mikleft government, after having been guided 
by the mildeft doctrine, they die jult as peaceably 
as thole, who, being educated in more pompous re- 
ligions, pafs through a variety of lacraments, fob. 
feribe to complicated creeds, and enjoy the benefits 
of a church ellablilhment. Thefe good people flatter 
themfelves with following the doctrines of Jel’us 
Chrilt, in that limplicity with which they were 
delivered : an happier l'yflem could not have been 
deviled for the ufe of mankind. It appears to be en¬ 
tirely free from thofe ornaments and political ad¬ 
ditions, which each country and each government, 
hath falhioned after its own manners. 

At the door of this meeting houfe, I had been 
invited to fpend fotne days at the houfes of fome re- 
Ipedable farmers in the neighbourhood. Therecep- 
tion I met with every where infenfibly led me to 
fpend two months among .thefe good people ; and I 
mult fay they were the golden days of my riper 
years. 1 never fliall forget the gratitude I owe them 
for the innumerable kindnefifes they heaped on me ; 
it was to the letter you gave me that I am indebt¬ 
ed for the extenlive acquaintance I now have 
throughout Pennfylvania. I mull defer thanking 
you as I ought, until I fee you again. Before that 
time comes, I may perhaps entertaiuyou with more 
curious anecdotes than this letter affords. Farewell. 

1WAN ALEXIOWITZ. 
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LETTER XII. 

DISTRESSES OF A FRONTIER MAN. 

I WISH for a change of place ; the hour is come 
at laft, that 1 mult fly from my houfe, and 
abandon my farm ! but what courl'e lhall I fleer, 
enclofed as I am ? The climate belt adapted to my 
prefent fituation and humour would be the polar 
regions, where fix months day and fix months 
night divide the dull year : nay, a fimple aurora 
borealis would fuifice me, and greatly refrefli my 
eyes, fatigued now by fo many difagreeable objects. 
The feverity of thole climates, that great gloom, 
where melancholy dwells, would be perfectly ana- 
logous to the turn of my mind. Oh, could I re¬ 
move my plantation to the (hores of the Oby, wil¬ 
lingly would I dwell in the hut of a Samoyede ; with 
chearfulnefs would I go and bury myfelf in the 
cavern of a Laplander. Could I but carry my fami¬ 
ly along with me, I wmuld winter at Pello, or 
Tobollky, in order to enjoy the peace and innocence 
of that country. But let me arrive under the pole, 
or reach the antipodes, I never can leave behind 
me the remembrance of the dreadful fcenes to 
which I have been a witnefs; therefore never can I 
be happy ! Happy, why ihould I mention that fweet, 
that enchanting word? Once happinefs was our 
portion; now it is gone from us, and I am afraid 
not to be enjoyed again by the prefent genera¬ 
tion! Whichever w f ay I look, nothing but the 
mod frightful precipices prefent themfelves to my 
view, in which hundreds of my friends and ac¬ 
quaintances have already perilhed. Of all animals 
that live on the furface of this planet, what is 
jnan, when no longer connected w ith focicty; pj 
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when he finds himfelf furrour.ded by a convulfed 
and a halt-dilTolved one ? He cannot live in foli- 
tnJe; he inult belong to fome community, bound 
by fome ties, however imperfeft. Men mutually 
fupport and add to the holdnefs and confidence of 
each other; the weaknefs of each is ftrengthened 
by the force of the whole. I had never, before 
thefe calamitous times, formed any fuch ideas; I 
lived on, laboured, and profpered, without having 
ever ftudied on what the fecurity of my life, and 
the foundation of my profperity were eftablilh- 
ed : I perceived them juft as they left me. Never 
was a litnation fo lingularly terrible as mine, in 
every poilible refpect; as a menber of an extenlive 
fociety, as a citizen of an inferior divifion of the 
lame fociety, as a hulband, as a father, as a man who 
exquilitely feels for the miferies of others as well 
as for his own ! But, alas ! fo much is every thing 
now fubvcrted among us, that the very word mi¬ 
sery, with which we were hardly acquainted be¬ 
fore, no longer conveys the fame ideas; or rather, 
tired with feeling for the miferies of others, every 
one now'feels for himfelf alone. When I confider 
myfelf as connefled in all thefe characters, as bound 
by fo many cords, all uniting in my heart, I am 
leized with a fever of the mind, I am tranlported 
beyond that degree of calmnefs which is neceffary 
to delineate our thoughts. I feel as if my reafon 
w anted to leave me, as if it would burft its poor 
weak tenement: again I try to compofe mylelf, I 
grow cool, and preconceiving the dreadful lofs, I 
endeavour to retain the ufeful gueft. 

You know thepofition of our fettlement : I need 
not therefore defcribe it. To the weft it is iudofed 

by a chain of mountains, reaching to-; to the 

naft, the country is as yet but thinly inhabited; we 
are abnoft jubilated, and the houfes are at a confide- 
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rable from each other. From the mountains we 
have but too much reai'on to expefl: our dreadful 
enemy ; die wildernefs is a harbour where it is im- 
pofiible to find them. It is a door through which 
they can enter our country whenever they pleafe ; 
and, as they feem determined to deftroy the whole 
chain of frontiers, our fate cannot be far diftaut: 
from lake Champlain, almoft all has been conflagrated 
one after another. What renders thefe incurfions 
Rill more terrible, is, that they moll commonly 
take place in the dead of the night: we never go 
to our fields but we are feized with an involuntary 
fear, which leffens our ftrength, and weakens our 
labour. No other fubjedt of converfation intervenes 
between the different accounts, which fpread through 
the country, of fuccefiive afts of devaftation ; and 
thefe told in chimney-corners, fwell themfelves in 
our affrighted imaginations into the moll terrific 
ideas! We never lit down either to dinner or 
fupper, but the lead: noife fpreads a general alarm, 
and prevents us from enjoying the comfort of our 
meals. The very appetite, proceeding from labour 
and peace of mind, is gone ; we eat juft enough to 
keep us alive : our fleep is dillurbed by the' inoft 
frightful dreams ; fometimes I ftart awake, as if the 
great hour of danger was come ; at other times, the 
howling of our dogs leems to announce the arrival 
of the enemy : we leap out of bed, and run to arms; 
my poor wife, with panting bofom and filent tears, 
takes leave of me, as if we were to fee each other 
no more ; Ihe fnatches the youngeft children from 
their beds, who, fuddenly awakened, increafe by 
their innocent queftions the horror of the dreadful 
moment. She tries to hide them in the cellar, as if 
our cellar was inaccelfible to the fire. I place all my 
fervants at the windows, and myfelf at the door, 
where lam determined toperifli. Fear iliduftrioully 
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increafes every found ; we all liften ; each com* 
municates to the other his ideas and conjectures. 
IV e remain thus fometimes for whole hours, our 
hearts and our minds racked by the molt anxious 
fufpenfe: what a dreadful fituation, a thoufand 
times worfe than that of a foldier engaged in the 
midlt of a molt fevere conflift! Sometimes feeling 
the lpontaneous courage of a man, I feem to w’ifh 
for the decilive minute ; the next inftant, a melfage 
from my wife, lent by one of the children, puzzling 
me befide with their little queftions, unmans 
me : away goes my courage; and I defcend again 
into thedeepelt defpondency. At laft, finding that it 
was a fa]fe alarm, we return once more to our 
beds ; but what good can the kind fleep of nature do 
to us, when interrupted by fuch fcenes ! Securely 
placed as you are, you can have no idea of our agi¬ 
tations, but by hear-fay ; no relation can be equal 
to what we ill Her, and to what we feel. Every 
morning, my youngelt children are fure to have 
frightful dreams to relate : in vain I exert my au¬ 
thority to keep them filent ; it is not in my power; 
and thefe images of their difturbed imagination, in- 
Head of being frivoloufly looked upon as in the days 
of our happinefs, are, on the contrary, confulered 
as warnings and fure prognoftics of our future fate. 
Iam notaluperllitiousman; but fince our misfor¬ 
tunes, I am grown more timid, and left difpofed to 
treat the doftrine of omens with contempt. 

Though thefe evils have been gradual, yet they 
do not become habitual like other incidental evils. 
The nearer 1 view the end of this cataftrophe, the 
more 1 fhudder. Bur why lliould I trouble you 
with fuch unconnefted accounts ? men fecure and 
out of danger are loon fatigued with mournful de¬ 
tails : can you enter with me into fellowfliip with 
all thefe afflictive fenfations; have you a tear ready 
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to Ihed over the approaching ruin of a once opulent 
and fubllantial family ? Read this, I pray, with the 
eyes of fympathy ; with a tender lbrrow, pity the 
lot of thofe whom you once called your friends; who 
were once furrounded with plenty, eale, and per¬ 
fect fecurity ; but who now expect every night to be 
their laft, and who are as wretched as criminals 
under an impending feritence of the law. 

As a member of a large fociety which extends to 
many parts of the world, my connexion with it is too 
diilantto be as llrong as that which binds me to the 
inferior diverlion, in the midft of which 1 live. I am 
told that the Englilh nation is juft, wile, and free, 
beyond any other on earth, within its ov n infular 
boundaries ; but not always fo to its diftant con- 
quells : I lhall not repeat all I have heard ; becaufe I 
cannot believe half of it. As a citizen of a lmaller fc-. 
ciety, I find that any kind ofoppofition to its now pre¬ 
vailing lentiments, immediately begets hatred : how 
eafily do men pafs from loving, to hating and curling 
one another ! I am a lover of peace ; what mull: I do ? 
I am divided between the refpeft I feel for the 
ancient connexion, and the fear of innovations, 
with the confequence of which I am not well ac¬ 
quainted* ; as they are embraced by my own coun¬ 
trymen. I am confcious that I was happy before 
this unfortunate revolution. I feel that I am no 
longer fo ; therefore I regret the change. This is 
the only mode of reafoning adapted to perfons in 
my lituation- If I attach myl'elf to the mother coun¬ 
try, which is 3000 miles from me, I become what 
is called an enemy to my own region ; if I follow 
the. reft of my countrymen, I become oppofed to 

* It is hardly necedary to mention that this book was 
written at the commencement of the late war, 
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our ancient mailers : both extremes appear equally 
dangerous to aperfon of fo little weight and confe- 
quence as 1 am, whole energy and example are of 
no avail. As to the argument on which the difpute 
is founded, 1 know little about it. Much has been 
faid and written on both lides ; but who has a judg¬ 
ment capacious and clear enough to decide ? 'Ihe 
great moving principles which actuate both parties* 
are much hid from vulgar eyes, like mine; nothing 
but the plaulible and the probable are offered to our 
contemplation. The innocent clafs are always the 
victim of the few ; they are, in all countries and at 
all times, the inferior agents, on which the popular 
phantom is erected ; they clamour, and mult toil 
and bleed, and are always fure of meeting with op- 
prellion and rebuke. It is for the fake of the great 
leaders on both lides, that fo much blood mult be 
fpilt ; that of the people is counted as nothing. 
Great events are not achieved for us, though it is 
by us, that they are principally accomplillied ; by 
the arms, the lweat, the lives of the people. 

Books tell me fo much that they inform me of 
nothing. Sophillry, the bane of freemen, launches 
forth in all her deceiving attire ! After all, moll 
men reafon from paffions; and ihall fuch an igno¬ 
rant individual as I am, decide, and fay that this 
fide is right, that fide is wrong? Sentimcnt'and 
feeling are the only guides I know. Alas, how 
fitould I unravel an argument, in which reafon her- 
felf hath given way to brutality and bloodlhed ! 
What then muff I do ? I alk the wifeft lawyers, 
the ableft cafuifts, the warmeft patriots; for I mean 
honeftly. Great fource of wifdom 1 infpire me 
with light fuffirient to guide my benighted Heps 
out of this intricate maze ! Shall I dil'card all my 
ancient principles, Ihall I renounce that name, that 
nation which I held once fo refpeftable ! I feel the. 
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( powerful attraction ; the fentimenrs they infpired 
grew with my earlielt knowledge, and were graft, 
ed upon the firlt rudiments of my education. On 
1 the other hand, (hall I arm myielf againlt that 
j country where I firft drew breath, againit the play- 
mates of my youth, my bofom friends, my acquain¬ 
tance ?—the idea makes me (hudder ! Mult I be 
called a parricide, a traitor, a villain ; lofe the 
efteem of all thofe whom I love, to preferve my own ; 
be (ltunned like a rattle fnake, or be pointed at like 
a bear? I have neither heroifm nor magnanimity 
enough to make fo great a facrifice. Here 1 am 
tied, am fattened by numerous firings; nor do I 
repine at the prdfure they caufe ; ignorant as I am, 

I can pervade the utmoft extent of the calamities 
which have already overtaken our poor afflicted 
country. I can fee the great and accumulated 
ruin yet extending itfe’.f as far as the theatre of 
war has reached; I hear the groans of thoufandi 
of families, now ruined and defolated by our ag« 
grelTors. I cannot count the multitude of orphans this 
war has made; nor afcertain the immenfity of blood 
we have loft. Somehave alked whether it was a trims 
to refill; to repl fome parts of this evil ? Other? 
have aliened, that a refinance fo general make* 
pardon unattainable, and repentance ufelefs ; and 
dividing the crime among fo many, renders it im, 
perceptible- What one party calls meritorious, tho 
other denominates flagitious, Ihefe opinions vary, 
contract, Or expand, like the events of the war cn 
which they are founded. What can an infignificar.l 
man do ? in the midft of thefe jarring, contradictory 
parties, equally hoftile to pprfons fituated as I am ? 
And after all,who will be the really guilty ?—Thofe, 
molt certainly, whq fail of fuccefs. Our fate, the 
fate of thoufands, is then neceflarily involved in the 
^rk wheel of fortune. Why then fo many uiel.eft 
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reafonings ? we are the fport of fate. Farewell, 
education, principles, love of our country, fare¬ 
well ; all are become ufelefs to the generality of 
us : he who governs himfelf according to what he 
calls his principles, may be puniflied either by one 
party or the other, for thofe very principles. He 
who proceeds without principle, as chance, timidity, 
or felf-prefervation direfts, will not perhaps fare 
better ; but he will be lefs blamed. What are we, 
in the great fcale of events, we poor defencelefs 
frontier inhabitants ? What is it to the gazing world, 
whether we breathe or whether we die ? whatever 
virtue, whatever merit and difintereftednefs we 
may exhibit in our fecluded retreats, of what avail ? 
We are like the pifmires deftroyed by the plough ; 
whofe deftruction prevents not the future crop. 
Self-prefervation, therefore, the rule of nature, 
feems tp be the beft rule of conduft ; what good 
can we do by vain refiftance, by ufelefs efforts ? 

The cool, the diftant fpeftator, placed in fafety, 
may arraign me for ingratitude, may bring forth the 
principles of Solon or Montefquieu ; he may look 
on me as wilfully guilty; he may call me by the 
mefbopprobrious names. Secure from perfonal dan¬ 
ger, his warm imagination, undiflurbed by the leaft 
agitation of the heart, will expatiate freely on this 
grand queftion ; and will confider this extended 
held, but as exhibiting the double feene, of attack 
and defence. To him the objeft becomes abftradted ; 
the intermediate glares, the perfpeclive diftance, 
and a variety of opinions, unimpared by affections, 
prefent to his mind but one fet of ideas. Here he 
proclaims the high guilt of the one, and there the 
right of the other; but 16t him come and refidp 
with us one Angle month; let him pafs with us 
through all the fucceffive hours of neceffary toil, 
terror and affright-; let him watch with us, his 
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auiiket in his hand, through tedious, fleeplefs 
nights, his imagination furrowed by the keen chiifel 
of every pailion ; let his wife and his children be¬ 
come expofed to the molt dreadful hazards of 
death; let the exillence of his property depend on 
a tingle fpark, blown by the breath of an enemy; 
let him tremble with us in our fields, Ihudder at 
the rultling of every leaf; let his heart, the feat of 
the moll arl'ecting paifions, be powerfully wrung by 
hearing the melancholy end of his relations and 
friends; let "him trace on the map the progrefs of 
thele deflations; let his alarmed imagination pre¬ 
dict to him the night, the dreadful night, when it 
may be his turn to peril'll, as fo many have pcrilhed 
before. 

Ooferve, then, whether the man will not get 
the better of the citizen, whether his political max¬ 
ims will not vaniih ! Yes, he willceafe to glow fo 
warmly with the glory of the metropolis ; all his 
willies will be turned toward the prei’ervation of 
his family ! Oh, were he fituated where I am, 
were his lioufe perpetually filled, as mine is, with 
miferable vi&ims, juft efcaped from the flames and 
the (calping knife, telling of barbarities and murders 
that make human nature tremble : his fituation would 
fulpend every political reflexion, and expel every ab- 
ftraft idea. My heart is full, and involuntarily takes 
hold of any notion from whence it can receive ideal 
eafe or relief. I am informed that the king has the 
moft numerous, as well as the faireft, progeny of 
children, of any potentate now in the world : he 
may be a great king ; but he muft feel as we com¬ 
mon mortals do, in the good willies he-forms for 
their lives and profperity. His mind, no doubt, 
often fprings forward on the wings of anticipation, 
and contemplates them as happily fettled in the world. 
If a poor frontier inhabitant may Ije altoweci (0 fajK 




DISTRESSES OF 


pofe this great perfonage, the firft in our fyftem, to 
be expoled but for one hour, to the exquilite 
pangs we lb often feel, would not the prelervatson 
of fo numerous a family engrols all his thoughts— 
would not the ideas of dominion and other felicities 
attendant on royalty, all vanilh in the hour of dan¬ 
ger ? The regal character, however facred, would 
be fuperleded by the ftronger, becaufe more natu¬ 
ral one, of man and father. Ch ! did he but know 
the circumftances of this horrid w ar, 1 am litre, he 
would put a flop to that long dellruction of pa¬ 
rents and children. I am lure, that while he turned 
his ears to ftate policy, he would attentively lilten 
alfo to the dictates of nature, that great parent; 
for, as a good king, he, no doubt, wili.es to create, 
to fpare, and to proteft; as Ihe does. Mult I then, 
in order to be called a faithful Subject, coolly, and 
philofophically lay, it is neceffary for the good of 
Britain, that my children’s brains fhould be dallied 
againft the walls of the houfe in which they were 
reared ; that my wife ihould be ftabbed and fealped 
before my face ; that I Ihould be either murdered or 
captivated ; or that for greater expedition, we 
Ihould all be locked up, and burnt to allies as the 

family of the B-n was ! Mull I with meeknefs 

wait for that laft pitch of defolation, and receive 
withperfeftrefignation, fo hard a fate from ruffians, 
acting at fuch a diftance from the eyes of any lu- 
perior ; monfters, left to the wild impulfes of the 
wildeft nature ! Could the l.ons of Africa be tranf- 
ported here, and let loofe, they would, no doubt, 
kill us in order to prey upon our carcal'es ; but their 
appetites would not require fo many vittiins. Shall I 
wait to be punifhed with death, or elfe to be flripped 
of all food and raiment, reduced to defpair w ithout 
fedrels and without hope ? Shall thole who may 
ffcape, fee every thing, deft toyed and pone? ShAlj, 
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thofe few furvivors, lurldng in fome obfcure corner, 
deplore in vain the fate of their families, mourn pver 
parents either captivated, butchered, or burnt ; 
roam among our wilds, and wait for death at the 
foot of fome tree, without a murmur, without a 
figh, for the good of the caufe ? No, it is impolfible 1 
fo aftonifhing a facriftce is not to be expefted from 
human nature ; it muft belong to beings of an in¬ 
ferior or fuperior order, actuated by lefs, or by 
more refined principles. Even thofe greatperfonages, 
who are fo far elevated above the common ranks of 
men, thoi'e, I mean, who wield and direct fo many 
thunders—thofe who have letloofe againft us theie 
demons of war—could they be tranlported here, 
and metamorpholed into Ample planters as we are, 
they would, from being the arbiters of human def- 
tiny, fink into miferable victims; they would 
feel and exclaim as we do, and be as much 
at a lofs, what line of conduct to prcfecute. Eo 
you well comprehend the difficulties of our fix¬ 
ation ? If we flay, we are fure to perifli at one 
time or another ; no vigilance on our part can fave 
us ; if we retire, we know not where to go; every 
houfe is filled with refugees, as -wretched as our- 
felves; and if we remove, we become beggars* 
The property of fanners is not like that of mer¬ 
chants; and abfolute poverty is vorfe than death. 
If we take up arms to defend ourfelves, we are de¬ 
nominated rebels ; ffiould we not be rehels againft 
nature, could we be fbamefully paflive ? bliall 
we then, like martyrs, glory in an allegiance, now 
become ufelefs, and voluntarily expofe ourfelves to 
a fpecies of defolation, which, though it ruin us 
entirely, yet enriches not our ancient mafters? By 
this inflexible and fullen attachment, we fl ail be 
del'pil'ed by our countrymen, and destroyed by out- 
ancient friends; whatever we may fay, whatever 
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merit we may claim, will not fhelter us from thofe 
indiscriminate blows, given by hired banditti, ani¬ 
mated by all thole paliions which urge men to ll.ed 
the blood of others ; how bitter the thought! On 
the contrary, blows received by the bands of thofe 
from whom we expected protection, extinguifh an¬ 
cient refpect, and urge us to felf-defence—perhaps 
to revenge ; this is a path, which nature herfclf 
points out, as well to the civilived as to the unci¬ 
vilized. The Creator of hearts has hhr.felf llairped 
on them thofe propenlities at their firll formation ; 
and muft we then daily receive this treatment from 
a power once fo loved ? 1 he fox Hits or deceives 
the hounds that purfue him ; the bear, when over¬ 
taken, boldly relifts and attacks them; the ben, the 
very timid hen, fights for the prefervatien of her 
chickens, nor does Ihe decline to attack and to meet 
on the wing even the l'vvift kite. Shall man, then, 
provided both w ith inftinct and reafon, unmoved, 
unconcerned, and paluve, fee his fubfiftence con¬ 
sumed, and his progeny either ravifhed from him or 
murdered 1 Shall fictitious reafon extinguifh the 
unerring impulie of inftinct ? No; my former re- 
fpeift, my former attachment vanilhes with my fai'e- 
ty ; that refpect and attachment was purchafed by 
protection; and it has ceafecl. Could not the great 
nation we belong to, have accompli ll.ed her defigns 
by means of her numerous armies, by means of 
thofe fleets which cover the ocean ! Muft thofe, 
who are inafters of two thirds of the trade of the 
world—who have in their hands the pow er which 
almighty gold can give—who yc fiefs a lpecies of 
wealth that increafes with their, delires—muft they 
eftablilh their conqucft with our inlignificant, inno¬ 
cent blood ! 

Muft 1 then bid farewell to Britain, to that re¬ 
nowned country ? Muft I renounce a name fo and- 
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ent and fo venerable ? Alas, flie herfelf, that once 
indulgent parent, forces me to take up arms againll 
her. She herfelf firfl inlpired the moll unhappy citi¬ 
zens of our remote diilriets, with the thoughts of 
Ihedding the blood of thofe whom they tiled to call 
by the name of friends and brethren. 'I hat great 
nation, which now convnlfes the world—which 
hardly knows the extent of her Indian kingdoms— 
which looks toward the univerfal monarchy of 
trade, of indnflry, of riches, of power : why mult 
Ihe ftrew our poor frontiers with the carcafes of 
her friends, with the wrecks of our infignificant 
villages,' in which there is no gold ? When opprefled 
by painful recollection, I revolve all thefe fcattered 
ideas in my mind—when I contemplate my fixa¬ 
tion, and the thoufand ftreams of evil with which 
I am furrounded—when I defeend into the parti¬ 
cular tendency even of the remedy I have propofed, 
I am convulfed—convulfcd fometimes to that degree, 
as to be tempted to exclaim— 

Why has the mailer of the world permitted fo 
much indiferiminate evil throughout every part of 
this poor planet, at all times and among all kinds 
of people ? It ought furely to be the punifnment 
of the wicked only. I bring that cup to my lips, 
of which I mull foon tafte, and Ibudder at its bit- 
ternefs. What then is life ? I alk myfelf; is it a 
gracious gift ? No, it is too bitter; a gift means 
fomething valuable conferred ; but life appears to be 
a mere accident, and of the worll kind : we are born 
to be viftims of difeafes and paffions, of mifchances 
and death : better not to be than to be mifcrable— 
Thus impioully I roam, I fly from one erratic 
thought to another, and my mind, irritated by 
thefe acrimonious reflexions, is ready fometimes to 
lead me to dangerous extremes of violence. When I 
recoiled, that I am a father, and a hulband, (Jiff 
T a 
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return of thefe endearing ideas (trikes deep into my 
heart. Alas ! they once made it glow with plea, 
lure, and with every ravifliing exultation ; but now 
they till it with lorrow. At other times, my wife 
iuduftriouily routes me out of thefe dreadful medi¬ 
tations, and fuothes me by all the reafoning Ihe is 
inidrefs of; but her endeavours only ferve to make 
me more miferable, by reflecting, that (he nuift 
(hare with rue all thefe calamities, the bare appre- 
henfions of which lam afraid will lubvert herreafon. 
Nor can I with patience think that a beloved wife, 
my faithful help-mate throughout all my rural 
fchemes, the principal hand which has afiiftetl me in 
rearing the profperous fabric of eale and indepen¬ 
dence 1 lately polTefTed, as well as my children, 
thole tenants of my heart, lliould daily and nightly 
be expofed to inch a cruel fate. 

Self-prefervation is above all political precepts 
and rules, and even fuperior to the deareft opinions 
of our minds; a reafonable accommodation of our- 
felves to the various exigencies of the times in 
which we live, is a moil irreiiflable precept. To 
this great evil I mult feelc fome fort of remedy 
adapted to remove or to palliate it; fuuated as I am, 
what fteps lliould I take, that will neither injure 
nor infult any of the parties, and at the fame time 
fave my family from that certain deftruftion which 
awaits it, if I remain here much longer ? Could I 
infure them bread, l'afety, and fubfiftence, not the 
bread of idlenefs, but that earned by proper labour 
as heretofore—could this be accompliilied by the 
facrifice of my life—I would willingly give it up. 
3 atteft before heaven, that it is r only for thefe I 
would with to live and to toil: for thefe whom I have 
brought into this miferable exiftence. I referable, 
jnethinks, one of the (tones of a ruined arch, (till re¬ 
gaining that priftine form which anciently fitted the 
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place I occupied; but the centre is tumbled down • 

I can be nothing until lam replaced, either in the 
former circle, or in ionic Stronger one. I lee one 
on a fmaller l'cale, and at a conliderable diilance, 
but it is within my power to reach it : and lince I 
have ceafed to confuler myfelf as a member of the 
ancient Hate, now convulfed, I willingly del’cencl 
into an inferior one. I will revert into a Hate ap¬ 
proaching nearer to that of nature, unincumbered 
either with voluminous laws, or contradictory codes, 
often galling the very necks of thole whom they 
protect; and at the fame time fufficiently remote 
from the brutality of unconnected lavage nature. 

Do you, my friend, perceive the path I have 
found out ? it is that which leads to the tenants of 

the great-village of-, where, far 

removed from the accurfed neighbourhood of Eu¬ 
ropeans, its inhabitants live with more eafe, decen¬ 
cy, and peace, than you imagine : where, though 
governed by no laws,' they yet find, in uncontami¬ 
nated limple manners, all that law's can afford. 
Their fyftem is fufiiciently complete to anlwer all 
the primary wants of man, and to constitute him 
a focial being, fuch as he ought to be in the great 
forelt of nature. There it is that I have refolved at 
any rate to tranfport myfelf and family : an eccen¬ 
tric thought, you may lay, thus to cut afunder all 
former connexions, and to form new’ ones with a 
people whom nature has Damped with fuch differ¬ 
ent charafteriftjcs ! But as the happinels of my fa¬ 
mily is' the only objeft of my willies, I care very 
little where we he, or wdiere we go, provided that 
W’e are fafe and all united together. Our new ca¬ 
lamities being fbared equally by all, will become 
lighter ; our mutual affection for each other, will, 
in this great trailfmutation, become the flrongel; 
link of our new fociety, will afford us every joy we 
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'-■■in receive on a foreign foil, and preferve ns in 
unity, as the gravity and coherency of matter pre¬ 
vents the world from diffolution. 

Blame me not; it would be cruel in you ; it would 
liefide be entirely ufelefs; for when yon receive 
this, we lhall be on the wing- When we think all 
hopes are gone, muil v e, like poor pulillanimous 
wretches, defpair, and die ? No; I perceive before 
me a few rel’ources, though through many dan¬ 
gers, which I will explain to you hereafter. It is 
not, believe me, a difappointed ambition which leads 
me to take this ftep; it is the bitternefs of my fitu- 
ation ; it is the impollibility of knowing what better 
meafure to adopt: my education fitted me for no¬ 
thing more than the moll iintple occupations of 
life ; I am but a feller of trees, a cultivator of land, 
die moll honourable title an American can have. 
I have no exploits, no difeoveries, no inventions to 
boaltof; I have cleared about 370 acres of land, 
fome for the plough, fome for the lcythe ; and this 
has occupied many years of my life. I have never 
poflelTed, or wiflied to poflefs any thing more than 
what could be earned or produced by the united 
indullry of my family. I wanted nothing more than 
to live at home, independent and tranquil, and to 
teach my children how to provide the means of 
a future ample fubfiftence, founded on labour, like 
that of their father. This is the career of life I 
have purfued, and that which I have marked out 
for them, and for which they leemed to be fo well 
calculated by their inclinations, and bv their con- 
flitutions. But now thefe plealing expectations are 
gone; we muft abandon the accumulated indullry 
of nineteen years; we mult fly, we hardly know 
whither, through the molt impervious paths, and 
become members of a new and ferauge community. 
Oh ; virtue ! is this all the reward thou haft to 
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confer on thy votaries ? Either thou art only a 
chimera, or thou art a timid ufelefs being ; foon af¬ 
frighted, when ambition, thy great adversary, 
dictates, when war re-echoes the dreadful founds, 
and poor htlplefs individuals are mowed down) by 
its cruel reapers, like ufeltfs grafs. 1 have at all 
times generoufly relieved what few diftrefi'ed people 
I have met with; I have encouraged the iuduftrious; 
my houfe has always been opened to travellers ; 
I have not loft a month in idlenefs lince I have been a 
man ; I have caufed upwards of a hundred and twenty 
families to remove hither. Many of them I have led 
by the hand in the days of their firft trial; diftant as I 
am from any places of worihip or fthool of educa¬ 
tion, I have been the palter of iny family, and the 
teacher of many of my neighbours. I have learnt 
them, as well as I could, the gratitude they owe to 
God, the father of hnrvelts; and their duties to 
man : 1 have been as ufeful a fubjeft ; ever obedient 
to the laws, ever vigilant to fee them refpeefted and 
obferved. My wife hath faithfully followed the fame 
line within her province ; no woman was a better 
economift, or lpun or wove better linen ; yet we 
muft perifh, periih like wild bealts, included within a 
ring of fire ! 

Yes, I will cheerfully embrace that refource ; it is 
an holy infpiration : by night and by day, it prefents 
itfelf to my mind : I have carefully revolved the 
fcheine, I have conlidered, in all its future ef¬ 
fects and tendencies, the new mode of living we 
mnft pitrfue, without fait, without Ipices, without 
linen, and with little other clothing ; the art of 
hunting, we muft acquire, the new manners we 
muft adopt, the new’language vve muft fpeak : the 
dangers attending the education of my children we 
muft endure. Theie changes may appear more terrific 
at a diftance perhaps, than when grown familiar 
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by prafhce : what is it to us, whether we eat well 
made paltry, or pounded alagriches ; well roafted 
beef, or fmoaked venifon ; cabbages, or fqualhes ? 

, hether we wear neat home-lpun, or good beaver : 
whether we deep on feather-beds, or on bear Ikins ? 
The difference is not worth attending to. The diffi¬ 
culty of the language, the fear of l’onie great intox- 
icat.on among the Indians; finally, the apprehenfion 
left my younger children (hould be caught by that 
lingular charm, fo dangerous at their tender years; 
are the only confiderations that ftartle me. By 
what power does it come topafs, that children who 
have been adopted when young among thefe people, 
can never be prevailed on to re-adopt European 
manners ? Many an anxious parent have I feen laft 
war, who, at the return of the peace, went to the 
Indian villages where they knew their children had 
been carried into captivity ; when to their inexpref- 
fible forrow, they found them fo perfectly Indianifed, 
that many knew them no longer, and thofe whofe 
more advanced ages permitted them to recollect 
their fathers and mothers, abfolutely refyfed to fol¬ 
low them, and ran to their adoptive parents for pro¬ 
tection againft the effulions of love their unhappy 
real parents lavilhed on them ! incredible as this 
may appear, I have heard it aliened in a thoufand 
inftances, among perfons of credit. 

In the village of-, where I purpofe to go, 

there lived, about fifteen years ago, an Englishman 
and a Swede, whofe hiftory would appear moving, 
had I time to relate it. They were grown te the 
age of men when they were taken ; they happily 
efcaped the great puninflunent of war captives, 
and were obliged to marry the Squaius who had 
laved their lives by adoption. By the force of habit, 
they became at laft thoroughly naturalifed to this 
wild courfe of life. While I was there, their friends 
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fent them a confiderable fum of money to ranfom 
themielves with. 1 he Indians, their old mailers, 
gave them their choice, and without requiring any 
conlideration, told them, that they had been long 
as free as themfelves. They chofe to remain; and 
the reafons they gave me, would greatly l'nrprife 
you : the moll perfect freedom, the eafe of living, 
the ablence of thofe cares and corroding folicitudes 
which fo often prevail with us; the peculiar good- 
nefs of the foil they cultivated, for they did not truft 
altogether to hunting ; all tbeie, and many more 
motives, which I have forgot, made them prefer 
that life, of which we entertain fuch dreadful opi¬ 
nions. It cannot be, therefore, fo bad as we ge¬ 
neral’)' conceive it to be ; there muff be in their focial 
bond fomething lingularly captivating, and far iupe- 
rior to any thing to be bonded of among us ; for 
thoufinda of Europeans are become like to the In¬ 
dians, and we have no examples of even cue of 
thofe Aborigineshaving from choice become Luro- 

There mud be fomething more congenial to our 
' native difpolitions, than the fictitious iociety in which 
we live ; or elfe why fltould children, and even 
grown perl’ons, become in a Ihort time fo invincibly 
attached to it ? There mult be fomething very 
bewitching in their manners, fomething very inde¬ 
lible and marked by the very bands of nature. For, 
take a young Indian lad, give him the belt education 
you pollibly can, load him with your bounty, with 
prefents, nay with riches ; yet he will fecretly long 
for his native woods, which, you would imagine, 
he mud have long (ince forgot; and on the ftril op¬ 
portunity he. can pollibly find, you w ill fee him vo¬ 
luntarily leave behind him all you have given him, 
and return with inexprellible joy to lie on the 
mats of his fathers. 
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Mr. -, fome years ago, received from a good 

old Indian, who died in his houle, a young lad, of 
pine years pf age, his grandfon. lie kindly educated 
him with his children, and bellowed on him the fame 
care and attention in refpect to the memory of his 
venerable grandfather, who was a worthy man. 
He intended to give him a genteel trade; but in 
the fpring feafon when all the family went to the 
woods to make their maple fugar, he fuddenly dif- 
appeared ; and it was not until leventeen months 
after, that his benefaftor heard he had reached the 
village of Bald Eagle, where he Hill dwelt, l et 
its fay what we will of them, of their inferior organs, 
of their want of bread, &c. they are as limit and 
we'il made as the Europeans. Without temples, 
without prieils, without kings, and without laws, 
they are in many inftances lupcrior to us ; and the 
proofs of what I advance, are, that they live with¬ 
out care, deep without inquietude, take life as it 
co nes, bearing all its al’perities with unparalleled 
patience, and die without any kind of apprehention 
for what they have done, or for what they expect 
to meet with hereafter. What fyllem of philoso¬ 
phy can give us fo many neceflary qualifications for 
happinefs? They moll certainly are much more 
clofely connected with nature than we are; they 
are her immediate children ; the inhabitants of the 
woods are her undeliled offspring : thofe of the 
plains are her degenerate breed, far, very far re¬ 
moved from her primitive laws, from her original 
delign. 

It is therefore refolved on. I will either die in 
the attempt or fctcceed ; better to perilh all toge¬ 
ther in one fatal hour, than to fuffer what we daily 
endure. I do not expect to enjoy in the village of 

-, an uninterrupted happinefs; it cannot be our 

}pt, let us live where we will; I am not founding 
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jny future profperity on golden dreams. Place 
mankind where you will, they mull always have 
adverb* circumitances to Struggle v, itji—f_ 1 na¬ 
ture, accidents, conftitution ; from fer.fons, from 
tint great combination of miichances which perpe¬ 
tually lead us to dilealbs, to poverty, &c. Who 
knows but I may meet in this new ljtuation, forne 

of unexpected profperity? Wiio can be prefumptu- 
ons enough to predict all the good ? Who can forties 
all the evils, which ftrew the paths of our lives? 
But after all, I cannot but recollect what facrilke 
I am going to make, what amputation I am going 
to fuiler, what transition I am going to experience. 
Pardon my repetitions—my wild, my trifling reflex¬ 
ions ; they proceed from the agitations of my 
mind, and the fulnefs of my heart; the attion of 
thus retracing them leerns to lighten the burden, 
and to exhilirate my fpirits: this is beiides the kill 
letter you will receive from me ; 1 would fain tell 
you all, though I hardly know how. Ch 1 in the 
hours, in the moments of my greatefl anguilh, could 
I intuitively reprefent to you that variety of thought 
which crouds on my mind, you would have real'on 
to be furprifed, and to doubt of their poffibility. 
Shall we ever meet again ? if we ihould, where 

will it be ? On the wild ihores of-. If it be my 

doom to end my days there, I will greatly im¬ 
prove them; and perhaps make room for a few 
more families, who will choofe to retire from die 
fury of a florin, the agitated billows of which wil 1 
yet roar for many years on our extended fhores. 
Perhaps I may repoffefs my houfe, if it be not 
burnt down ; but how will my improvements look ? 
why, half-defaced, bearing the ftrong marks of aban¬ 
donment, and of the ravages of war- However, at 
prefeut I give every thing over far loft j I will bid 
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a long farewell to what I leave behind. If ever I 
repofi'efs it, I (hall receive it as a gift, as a reward 
for my conduct and fortitude, Eo net imagine, 
however, that I am a Iloic—by no means: I mull, 
on the contrary, conltis to you, that I feel the 
keeneft regret, at abandoning a honfe which 1 
have in foiue meafurc reared with my own hands. 
Yes, perhaps I may never revifit thofe fields which 
I have cleared, thofe trees which I have planted, 
thofe meadows, which, in my youth, were a hideous 
wildernels, now converted by my induftry into rich 
paftures and pleafant lawns. 

If in Europe it is praifeworthy to be attached 
to paternal inheritances, how much more natural, 
how much mope powerful mnfl the tie be w ith us, 
who, if I nt3y be permitted the expreliion, are the 
founders, the creators of our ow n farms ! When I fee 
my table furrounded with my blooming offspring, 
all united in the bonds of the ftrongeft affection, 
it kindles in rny paternal heart, a variety of tumul¬ 
tuous fentiments, which none but a father and a 
hufbaud in my flotation can feel and deferibe. l'err 
haps I may fee my wife, my children, often diftref- 
ied, involuntarily recalling to their minus the eafe 
and abundance which they enjoyed under the pa¬ 
ternal roof. Perhaps I may fee them want that 
bread which I now leave behind ; overtaken by 
difeafes and penury, rendered n ore bitter by the 
recollection pf former days of opulence and plenty. 
Perhaps I may be afTailed on every fide by unfordeen 
accidents, which I fhall not he able to prevent or 
to alleviate. Can I contemplate fuch images with¬ 
out the moft unutterable emotions? IVly fate is de¬ 
termined; but I have not determined it, you tray 
allure yourfelf, without having undergone the n eft 
painful conflicts of a variety of paflions interdl, 
|ove of efife, difappoipted viq\vs, apd {dealing ex- 
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pedhtions frultratcd ;—I Rudder at the review ! 
Would to God I was mailer of the floical tranquil¬ 
lity of that magnanimous feet; oh, that I were 
pollelfed of thole fubiime leifons which Apollonius 
of Chalcis gave to the emperor Antoninus! I 
could then with much more propriety guide the 
hetm of my little bark, which is foon to be freight¬ 
ed with all that I polTefs molt dear on earth, 
through this ftornty palTage to a lafe harbour ; and 
when there, become to my fellow pafl’engers n 
furer guide, a brighter example, a pattern more 
worthy of imitation, throughout all the new 
feenes they mull pafs, and the new career they 
mult traverfe. 

I have obferved, notwithftanding the means hi¬ 
therto made ufe of, to arm the principal nations 
againlt our frontiers, that they have not, they wil 
not take up the hatchet againlt a people who have 
done tnem no harm, 'i he paifions necekary to urge 
thefe people to war, cannon be rouied, they cannot 
feel the Rings of vengeance, the third: of which 
alone can impel them to lhecl blood : far Juperior 
in their motives cf action to the Europeans, who, 
for lixpence per day, may be engaged to lied that 
of any people on earth. They know nothing of 
the nature of our difputes: they have no ideas of 
fuch revolutions as this ; a civil divilion of a t il¬ 
lage or tribe, are events which have never been 
recorded'in their traditions: many of them know- 
very well that they have too long been the dupes 
and the victims of both parties: fcolilhly arming 
for our fakes, ibmetimes againlt each other, f'ome- 
times againlt our white enemies. They conlider us 
as born on the fame land, and, though they have 
no reafons to love us, yet they feern carefully to 
avoid entering into this quarrel, from whatever 
motives. I am fpeaking of thofe nations with which 
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I am ! fil ncqua’ntcd : a few hundreds of the 
v. o.'li i.iv.u, mined v.itlt whites, world than them- 
idvo, are row hh«l by Great Britain, to perpe- 
tr&te thole dreadful incurlions. • 

In my youth 1 traded with the -, under the 

comma oi my uncie, ana sways iraued juflly and 
equitably ; iome of them remember it to this day. 
Happily their village is far removed from the dan¬ 
gerous neighbourhood of the whites ; 1 fent a man 
to it laft luring, who underfunds the woods ex- 
’trernely well, and who ipes.ks their language ; he 
is juitreturned, after fevers] weeks abfence, and has 
brought me, as I had flattered myfeif, a firing of tinny 
purple wampum, as a token that their lioneit chief 
will fpare us half of his wigwam until we have time 
to erect one. He has fent me word, that they have 
laud in plenty, of which they are not fo covetous as 
the whites; that we may plant for ourfelves, and 
that in the mean time he will procure us lcirne corn 
and fome meat ; that fiili is plenty in the v aters of 

-, and that the village, to which he had laid 

open my propofals, have no objection to our becom¬ 
ing dw elicrs with them. 

I have not yet communicated thefe glad tidings to 
my wife, nor do I know how to do it : I tremble left 
i! e fl.ouki refute to fellow me ; lell the fudden idea 
of this removal rufhing on her mind, might be too 
powerful. I flatter myfeif, 1 (hallbe able to accom- 
pliih it, and to prevail on her ; I fear nothing but 
the effects of her flrong attachment to her relations. 
I would willingly let you knew how I purpofe to 
remove my family to fo great a diftance, but it 
would become unintelligible to you, becaufe you 
are not acquainted with the geographical fituation of 
this pai t of the country. Suffice it for you to know, 
that with about twenty-three miles land carriage, 1 
am enabled to perform the left by water ; and 
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when once afloat, I care not whether it be two or 
three hundred mile;,. I propoie to fend all our pro- 
vilions, furniture, and clothes, to my wife’s father, 
who approves of the fcheme, and to referve nothing 
but a few neceiTary articles of covering ; trolling t» 
the furs ■ f the chafe, for our future apparel. Were 
we imprudently to encumber ourfelves too much 
'with baggage, we Ihould never reach to the waters 

of-, which is the moll dangerous as well as 

the molt difficult part of our journey ; and yet but 
a trifle in point of diltance. I intend to fay to my 
negroes—In the name of God, be free, my honed 
lads ; I thank yon for your pad fervices ; go, from 
henceforth, and work for yourfelves; look on me as 
your old friend and fello w labourer ; be fober, frugal, 
and indudrious, and you need not fear earnhig a 
comfortable fublideoce—Led my countrymen ihould 
think that I am gone to join the incendiaries of our 
frontiers, I intend to write a letter to mr —, to 
inform him of our retreat, and of the reafons that 

have urged me to it. The man whom I fent to- 

village, is to accompany us alfo ; and a very ttfeful 
companion he will be, on every account. 

Yon may, therefore, by means of anticipation, 
behold me under the wigwam ; I am fo well ac¬ 
quainted with the principal manners of fhefe people, 
that I entertain not the lead apprehenlion front 
them. I rely more fecurelv on their drong hofpita- 
lity, than on the witnefi'ed compafts of many Euro¬ 
peans. As foonas polfible after my arrival, -j dellso 
to build myfelf a wigwam, after the fame manner and 
fixe with the red, in order to avoid being thought 
lingular, or giving occalion for any railleries: though 
thefe people are feldom guilty of luch European 
follies. I fhall erect it hard by the lands which they 
propofe to allot me, and will endeavour that my 
wife, m/ children, and myfelf may be adopted foofi 
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after onr arrival. Thus becoming truly inhabitant* 
of tl;tir village, we iball immediately occupy that 
rank within the pale of their fourty, which will 
afford us all the amends we tan pollib'.y expect, for 
the lets we have met with by the convnlfions of 
our own. According to their cuftoms, we ihall like- 
v.'ife receive names from them, by which we lliall 
alw ays be known. 

IV!y vour.gcft children f.all learn to fwim, and 
to fhoot with the bow, that they may acquire fuch 
t dents as will ueccfiarily raife them into feme degree 
ef efteem among the Indian lads of their own age ; 
the ml of rs muft hunt with the hunters. I have 
been for itveral years an expert markfroan; hut I 
dread left the imperceptible charm of Indian educa¬ 
tion, may fer/e my younger children, and give them 
fuch a propenftty to that mode of life, as may pre¬ 
clude their returning to the manners ar.d cuftoms 
of their parents. I have but one remedy, to prevent 
this great evil ; and that is, to employ them in the 
labour of the fields, as much as 1 can ; I am even 
refolvcd to make theirdailyfublifter.ee depend alto¬ 
gether on it. As long as we keep ourfelves bufy in 
tilling the earth, there is no fear of any of us be¬ 
coming wild; it is the chafe and the food it procures, 
that have this ftrange elccl. E.xcufe a fimile—thofe 
hogs which range in the woods, and to whom grain 
is given or.ce a w'eek, preferve their former degree 
of tamenefs; but if, on the contrary, they are redu¬ 
ced to live on ground nuts, and on what they can 
get, they foott become wild and fierce. 

For my part, I can plough, fow, and hunt, as 
©ccaficn may require ; but my wife, deprived of 
wool, and flax, will have no room for induftry ; 
what is fhe then to do ? like the other fquaws, lie 
muft cook for us the nafaump, the ninchicke, and 
fuch other preparations of corn as are cuftomary 




A FRONTIER MAN. 253 

among thefe people. She muft learn to bake fqualhe ? 
andpumkins under the allies; 10 dice andinioke the 
meat of our own killing, in order to prefefve it ; 
flic mult cheerfully adopt the manners and cuftonn 
of her neighbours, in their drefs, deportment, con- 
duck, and internal economy, in all refpects. Surely 
if we can have fortitude enough to quit all we have,, 
to remove fo far, and to alTociate with people lb dif¬ 
ferent from us ; thefe neccffary compliances are bur 
fubordinate parts of the fcheme. The change cf 
garments, when thofe they carry with them, are 
worn out, will notbe the lead: of my wife’s and 
daughter’s concerns : though I am in hopes that 
felf-lovc will invent fomefort of reparation. 

Perhaps you would not believe that there are in 
the woods looking-glaffes, and paint of every colour ; 
and that the inhabitants take as much pains to adorn 
their faces and their bodies, to fix their bracelets of 
filter, and plait their hair, as our forefathers, the 
Fills, ufed to do in the time of the Romans. Not 
that I would wilh to fee either my wife or d uigh- 
‘ter adopt thofe favage cuftoms ; we can live in 
great peace and harmony with them without de- 
feending to every article ; the interruption of trade, 
hath, I hope, fufpended this mode, of drefs. My 
wife uuderltands inoculation perfectly well ; die 
inoculated all our children one after another, and 
has fuccefsfully performed that operation 011 feveral 
■ fcores of people, who, fcattered here and there 
throughout'woods, were too far removed from all 
medical alliftance. If we can perfuade but one family 
to l'ubmit to it, and it fucceeds, we /hall then be as 
happy as our fituation will admit of ; it will raife her 
into feme degree of confideration; for whorver is 
ufeful in any fociety, will always be refpccted. If 
we are fo fortunate as to carry one family through 
a diforder, which is the plague among thefe people,, 
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I truft to the force*of example, we (hall then become 
truly neceffary, valued, and beloved : we indeed, 
owe eve^y kind office to a lbciety of men who fa 
readily offer to admit us into their focial partner¬ 
ship, and to extend to my family the fhelter of their 
village, the ftrength of their adoption, and even 
the dignity of their names. God grant us a prof- 
perous beginning ; we may then hope to be of more 
l'ervice to them than even millionaries, who have 
been fent to preach to them a gofpel they cannot un- 
underftand. 

As to religion, our mode of worlhip will not 
fuffer much by this removal from a cultivated coun¬ 
try, into the bofom of the woods ; for it cannot be 
much Ampler than that which we have followed 
here thefe many years : and I will, with as much 
care as I can, redouble my attention, and, twice a 
week, retrace to them the great outlines of their 
duty to God and to man. I will read and expound 
to them fome part of the decalogue, w'hich is the 
method I have purfued ever fince 1 married. 

Half a dozen of acres on the fhores of-, the 

foil of which I know well, will yield us a great 
abundance of all we want ; I will make it a point 
to give the overplus to fuch Indians as lhallbe moll 
unfortunate in their huntings; I will perfuade them, 
if I can, to till a little more land than they do, arid 
not to truft lb much to the produce of the chafe. To 
encourage them ftill farther, I will give a quirn to 
every fix families ; I have built many for our poor 
back fettlers, it being often the want of mills which 
prevents them from raifing grain. As I ain a car¬ 
penter, I can build my own plough, and can be of 
great fervice to many of them ; my example alone, 
may roufe the induftry of fome, and ferve to direft 
others in their labours- The difficulties of the lan¬ 
guage will loon be removed; in my evening conver- 
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fattens, I will endeavour to make them regulate th-n 

i'c-lh of the continent, the Indian trader;., may not 
come within a certain cLihince ; and there tiiey iiiall 
be obliged to tranfacf their bulineis before the old 
people. I am in hopes, that the cor.ftant refpeft 
which is paid to the elders, and flame, may pre¬ 
vent the yoang hunters from infringing this regula- 

The fon of-, will foon be made acquainted 

with oar fehemes, and I trull: that the power of 
love, and the flrong attachment he profelies for my 
daughter, may bring him along with us: he will 
make an excellent hunter ; young and vigorous, 
he will eoptal in dexterity the flout eft man in the 
village. Had it not been for this fortunate circum- 
ftance, there would have been the greanft danger; 
for however I refpect the limple, the inoffenlive fu- 
ciety of thefe people in their villages, the lirongeft 
prejudices would make me abhor any alliance with 
them in blood ; difagreeable, no doubt, to nature’s 
intentions, which have ftrongly divided 11 s by fe 
many indelible characters. In the days of our lick- 
tteis, we fiiali have recourfe to their medical know¬ 
ledge, which is well calculated for the limple dif- 
etdes to which they are fubject. 

Thus /ha!! we metamorphefe ourfelves from neat 
decent, opulent planters, furrounded with every 
"conveniency which our external labour and internal 
ioduftry could give, into a full fimpler people, di- 
velted of every thing befide hope, food, and the 
raiment of the woods : abandoning the large framed 
heufe, to dwell under the wigw am ; and the feather¬ 
bed, to lie on the mat or bear’s Ikin. 1 here Until we 
fleep undiilurbcdTy frightful dreams and apprehen- 
ftons; reft and peace of mind will make us the 
moft ample amends for what we lhall leave be- 
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hind. Thefe bleflings cannot be purchafed too dear j 
too long have we been deprived of them. I w ould 
cheerfully go even to the Miffillippi, to find that 
repofe to which we have been fo long flrangers* 
My heart foinedmes l'eems tired with beating; it 
wants red, like my eye-lids, which feel opprelled 
with fo many watchings. 

Thefe are the component parts of my fcheme, the 
fuccefs of each of which appears fealible ; from 
whence I flatter myfclf with the probable luccels of 
the whole, btill the danger of Indian education re¬ 
turns to my mind, and alarms me much ; then again 
I contrail it with the education of the times ; both 
appear to be equally pregnant with evils. Reafon 
points out the neceiiity of chooftng the lead dan¬ 
gerous, which 1 mud coniider as the only good 
within my reach ; I perluade myfelf, that indudry 
and labour will be a lovereign prelervative againit 
the dangers of the former : out 1 conlider, at the 
fame time, that the dare of labour and indudry 
which is intended to procure but a limple fublitt- 
ence, with hardly any fuperfluity, cannot have the 
fame redriftive effects on our minds, as when , we 
tilled the earth on a more extenlive fcale. The 
furplus could be then realized into folid wealth, and 
at the fame time that this realization rewarded our 
pad labours, it engrolfed and iixed the attention of 
the labourer, and cherifhed in his mind the hope 
of future rkhes. In order to fupply this great defi¬ 
ciency of indudrious motives, and to hold out to 
them a real objeft to prevent the fatal confequences 
of this fort of apathy, I will keep an exact account 
of all that fiiall be gathered, and give each of them 
a regular credit for the amount of it, to be paid 
them in real property, at the return of peace. 

Thus, though feemingly toiling for bare fubfif- 
tenee on a foreign land, they (hall entertain the 
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pleating profpeft of feeirg the fum of their labours 
one clay realized, either in legacies or gifts, equal if 
not fuperior to it. fhe yearly expenfe of the clothes 
which they would have received at home, and cf 
which they will then be deprived, ihall like wile be 
added to their credit; thus I flatter myfelf that they 
will more cheerfully wear the blanket, ihe match- 
coat and the mockaffins. Whatever liiccels they 
may meet with in hunting or fiibing, Ihall only be 
coniidered as recreation and paftime ; I flir.ll there¬ 
by prevent them from eftimating their fe ll in the 
chafe as an important and neceflary accomplifiiment, 

I mean to fay to them : “ You ihall hunt and nlh 
merely to liiow your new companions, that you are 
not inferior to them in point of fagacity and dex¬ 
terity.” 

Were I to fend them to fuch fthools as the bite, 
rior parts of our fettlements aiford at prefcnt, what 
can they learn there ? Hoiv could 1 fop-port them 
there ! What mult t.ecome of me ; am 1 to pro- 
teed on my voyage, and leave them? iliut I 
never could fubmit to. inflead of the pei|ftmT 
difcordant noife of difputes, fo to > -.von . ug 
us, inltead of thofe fcoidmg llenes, frc-qiv i i 
every hotife, they will o'Tc-rve nothing bit" \:nie 
at home and abroad : a lingular appear e of 
peace and co.icord are the firit eharafterdtic- which 
(trike you in the villages of thefe people. '.,>th . g 
can be more pleading nothing fiirprifes an Euio- 
pean fo miicli, as the iileuce and harmony which 
prevails among them, and in each family ; except 
when diflnrbed by that accurfed fpirit given them 
by the wood rangers in exchange for tneir furs. 
If iny children learn nothing of geometrical rules, 
the tile of the cotnpafs, or of the Latin tongue, 
they will learn and praftife fobriety ; for rum can 
no longer be Tent to tiiefe people; they will learn 
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that mcdefty aval diffidence for which the young 
Indians are fo remarkable ; they, wiil tonluwr L- 
fcour as the moft eSimtial qualification : hni.tmg as 
the lecond. 1 hey v ill prepare tbentfelvts in ike 
profecution of our fmall rural ft hemes, cun it d on 
for the benefit ot our httle community, to extend 
them further when eacn mail receive his inheritance. 
Their tender minds will eeafe to be agitated by 
perpetual alarms; to be made cowards by continual 

terrors : if they acquire in the village of-, 

fueh an aukwardnels of deportment and appear¬ 
ance as would render them ridiculous in our gay 
capitals, they will imbibe, 1 hope, a confirmed 
taile for that Simplicity, which fo well becomes the 
cultivators of the land. If I cannot teach them 
any of thole profeffions which fometimes embeililh 
and fupport our fociety, 1 will flow them how 
to hew wood, how to coiiftrucl their own ploughs; 
and, with a few tools, how to fupply themfeives 
with every nec"lTary implement, both in the houfe 
and in the field. If they are hereafter obliged to 
confel's, that they belong to no one particular 
church, I lhall have the confutation of teaching 
them that great, that primary worfliip which is 
the foundation of all others. If they do not fear 
God according to the tenets of any one feminary ; 
they lhall learn to worfliip him upon the broad 
fcale of nature. T he Supreme Being does not re- 
fide in peculiar churches or communities; he is 
equally the great Maniton of the woods and of 
the plains; and even in the gloom, the obfeurity 
of tbofe very woods, his juilice may be as well 
underltood and felt as in the molt fumptuous tem¬ 
ples. Each worfliip with us, hath, you know, its 
peculiar political tendency ; there it has none but 
to infpire gratitude and truth : \their tender minds 
Dull receive no other idea of the Supreme Being, 
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than that of the father of all men, who requires 

other happy. We fhall fay with them—Soung’.va- 
neha, efa catirounkyawga, nugiiv.onlhanza ncatte- 
wek, nefalanga ,—Cur father, In thy will .b:i earth 
as it is in great heaven. 

Perhaps my imagination gilds too firongly this 
diftant profpect; yet it appears founded on fo few 
and limple principles, that there is not the fame 
probability of ad/erfe incidents as in more complex 
fdtemes. Tilde vague rambling contemplations 
which I here faithfully retrace, carry me fometimes 
to a great diftance ; lain loft in the anticipation of 
the various circnmftances attending this propofed 
nietamorpholis! Many unforefeen accidents may 
doubtlefs aril's. Alas! it is eaiier for me, in all the 
glow of paternal anxiety, reclined on my bed, to 
form the theory of my future conduct, than to 
reduce my fchemes into practice. But when once 
fecluded from the great fodety to which we now 
belong, we fhall unite elofer together ; and there 
will be lei's room for jealcufies or contention:. As I 
intend my children neither for the law nor the 
church, but for the cultivation of the land ; I with 
them no lJfcrary accomplilhmcuts ; I pray heaven 
that they may be one clay nothing more than expert 
Icho'.ars in liuibandry : this is the fcience which made 
our continent to fiouriili more rapidly than any 
other. Were they to grow up where I am now 
fituated, even admitting that we were jn fafetv; two 
of them are verging toward that period of their 
lives, when they muft nccefiarily take up the muf- 
ket, and learn in that new fchool, all the vices 
that are fo common in armies. Great God! clufe 
my eyes forever, rather than I fnould live to fee 
this calamity ! May they rather become inhabitants 
of the woods. 


X 
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Thus then hi the - illrge of-, in the bofoift 

?-f that pence it lr.:S enjoyed everlir.ee I have known 
it—connected with miid hofp.itahle people—flrargers 
to riur political dil'putes—and having none among 
rbemfelves—on the (bores of a fine river, ihrround- 
e;l w it!) woods, abounding wfith game ; our little 
fncicty, united m perfect harmony with the new 
: doptive one, in which we (hall be incorporated, (hall 

■ eR, l hope, from all fatigues, from all apprehen- 
tioiv,. from our prefent tenors, and from our long 
w iif kings. Mol a w ord of politics {hall ticud our 
imj'ie ionveilation ; tired either with the chafe or 
: he labour of the field, we fhall deep on our mats, 
without any diftrefling want, having learnt to re. 

■ rench every Superfluous one: we (hall have but 
two prayers to make to the Supreme Being, that 
nc may i.-.ed his fertilizing dew on our little crops, 
and th.it he will be pleafed to reftore peace to our 
unnappy country. Thefe fhall be the only fubjeft 
of our nightly prayers, and of our daily ejaculations : 
and if the labour, the induflry, the frugality, the 
union of men, can be an agreeable offering to him, 
v-e fhall not fail to receive his paternal bleilingf. 
There I fhall contemplate nature in her inoft wild 
and ample extent; I (ball carefully ftnify a fpecies of 
iociery, of which I have at prefent but very imper¬ 
fect ideas ; I will endeavour to occupy with pro- 
priety that place which will enable me to enjoy 
the few and fufficient benefits it confers. The Soli¬ 
tary and unconnefted mode of life I have lived in 
my youth muft fit me for this trial; I am not the 
(irft who has attempted it; Europeans did not, it 
is true, carry to the wildertiefs numerous families; 
they went there as mere fpeculators; 1, as a man 
leeking a refuge ’from the defolation of war. They 
went there to ftudy the manners of the aborigines ; 

I to conform to them, whatever they are; fomt 
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went as vifitors, as travellers; I, as a fojourner, as 
a fellow hunter and labourer, go determined induN 
trioudv to work up among them fuch a f'yftem of 
hanpinefs as may he adequate to my future fituation, 
and may he a fufficient compenfation for all my fa¬ 
tigues and for the misfortunes I have borne : I 
have always found it at home ; I may hope likewife 
to find it under the humble roof of my wigwam. 

O ! Supreme Being, if among the immenfe vari¬ 
ety of planets, inhabited by thy creative power, thy 
paternal and omnipotent care deigns to extend to 
all the individuals they contain—if it be not beneath 
thy infinite dignity to caft thy eyes on us wretched 
mortals—if my future felicity is not contrary to the 
necefl'ary effedfs of thofe fecret caufes which thou 
haft appointed, receive the fupplications of a man, 
to whom in thy kindnefs thou haft given a wife and 
an offspring : View us all with benignity ; fandtify 
this ftrong conflict of regrets, wifhes, and othcr 
natural pailions; guide our fteps through thefe 
unknown paths, and blefs our future mode of life. 
If it is good and well meant, it muft proceed front 
thee ; thou knoweft, O Lord, our enterprife con¬ 
tains neither fraud, nor malice, nor revenge. Bellow 
on me that energy of condudl now become fo necef¬ 
l'ary, that it may be in my power to carry the young 
family thou haft given me, through this great trial 
with fafety and in thy peace. Infpire me with fuch 
intentions and fuch rules of conduct, as may be 
moft acceptable to thee. Preferve, 0 God, preferve 
the companion of my bofom, the beft gift thou haft 
given me : endue her with courage and flrength 
fufficient to accomplifh this perilous journey. Bid's 
the children of our love, thofe portions of our 
hearts; I implore thy divine afliftance, fpeak to their 
tender minds, and infpire them with the love of 
that virtue which alone can ferve as the bafts of 
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their conduct in this woild, Slid of their happinefc 
with thee- Reftore peace and concord to cur poor 
afflicted country; nfliiage the tierce ftorm which has 
fo long ravaged it. Permit, I befeech thee, O Fa¬ 
ther of nature, that our ancient virtues, and our 
induftry may not be totally loft; and that as a re¬ 
ward for the great toils we have had on this new 
land, we may be reftored to our ancient tranquil¬ 
lity, and enabled to fill it with fucceffive genera¬ 
tions, that will conftantly thank thee for the am¬ 
ple fubliftence thou haft given them- 

The unreferved manner in which I have written, 
nuift give you a convincing proof of that friend- 
fhip and efteern, of which, I am fure, you never 
yet doubted. As members of the fame lociety, as 
mutually bound by the ties of affeftion and old ac¬ 
quaintance, you certainly cannot avoid feeling 
for my diftrefles—you cannot avoid mourning 
with me over that load of phyftcal and moral evil 
with which we are all oppreffed. My own fhare of 
it I often overlook, when I minutely contemplate 
all that hath befallen our native country. 


THE END- 






